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BOSS SUSPENDED 
IN ZOO PROBE 


By Andrew Turton 


THE chief executive of Dud¬ 
ley Zoo has been suspended 
pending an investigation into 
his conduct. 

Peter Suddock, who has been in 
charge of the zoo for more than 20 
years, has been suspended on full pay. 

It is understood the suspension relates to fi¬ 
nancial matters. Officials from the attraction, 
which was visited by more than 290,000 peo¬ 
ple in 2014, said the investigation was into his 
‘conduct of certain affairs of the zoo’. 

Further details of the nature of the allega¬ 
tions have yet to be revealed and many trustees 
have been unavailable for comment. 

Dudley Zoo, a registered charity, is governed 
by a board of trustees who are answerable to 
the Charity Commission. The body has re¬ 
vealed it will be monitoring the investigation 
after receiving a ‘Serious Incident Report’. 

A Charity Commis¬ 
sion spokesman said: 
“We have received a 
Serious Incident Re¬ 
port from the charity 
making us aware of 
the suspension of the 
chief executive. 

“The charity did the 
right thing in submit¬ 
ting this report to us. 
We are in contact with 
the trustees, who will 
be providing us with 
further information 
Peter Suddock as their investigation 
progresses.” 

It is also understood that Mr Suddock’s wife 
Jill Hitchman has left her post as head of media 
at the attraction. She told a follower on Twitter 
that she was ‘no longer based’ at Dudley Zoo. 

Trustee, former Dudley Council leader Coun¬ 
cillor David Sparks, said he could not comment 
on details due to ‘legal considerations’. 

He added: “I have kept the leader of the 
council and the chief legal officer informed of 
events to my knowledge.” 

Dudley Zoo said: “Peter Suddock, the CEO 
of Dudley Zoo, has been suspended on full pay 
pending an investigation into his conduct of 
certain affairs of the zoo. 

“The suspension does not constitute disci¬ 
plinary action by the zoo. Whether or not dis¬ 
ciplinary action is taken will depend upon the 
outcome of the investigation.” 

Mr Suddock, a former chairman of the Royal 
Wolverhampton NHS Trust, became chief exec¬ 
utive of the attraction in 1993. 

In recent years he has overseen major resto¬ 
ration projects at the site in Castle Hill, includ¬ 
ing the renovation of its chairlift. In the past 
decade more than £1 million of the zoo’s own 
funds has been spent on a revamp of key areas 
across the site. 

A further £3.05m has been in place for a four- 
year programme of improvement. 



Gates removed from park in £3m renovation plan 



The historic gates are removed from the entrance to Mary Stevens Park, Stourbridge, to be renovated 


THEY were originally modelled on the en¬ 
trance to Buckingham Palace. Now the fine¬ 
ly decorated gates at Mary Stevens Park in 
Stourbridge are to get some tender, loving 
care as part of a £3.1 million renovation. 

The 84-year-old wrought iron gates which 
mark the Heath Lane entrance, were re¬ 
moved in a painstaking process last weekend. 

The Grade II listed gates were first put in 
place in 1931 after Ernest Stevens dedicated 
the park, named after his late wife Mary, to 
the people of Stourbridge. 

Work to remove the ornate gates, which 


haven’t been modified or removed since they 
were installed, began on Saturday morning 
and workers remained on site until early 
evening. The gates will be sent away to be re¬ 
stored and repaired before they are returned 
to the park in July. 

Important 

Chairman of the Friends of Mary Stevens 
Park group, Councillor Heather Rogers, said: 
“These gates are such an important part of 
the park, which in turn is such an important 
place for the community. 


“As far as I know, this is the first time the 
gates have ever been removed completely. 

“They have been an enduring feature of the 
park since it was first donated to the people 
of Stourbridge by Ernest Stevens and were 
originally modelled on the gates outside of 
Buckingham Palace.” 

The gates have been removed as part of an 
overhaul of the park which has been funded 
by Lottery grants. 

It will also see the bandstand, war memo¬ 
rial and pool updated, a new cafe and updated 
benches and railings. 


AWARDS 

Hospice scheme 
is put on shortlist 

A £1 million expansion at Mary Stevens 
Hospice in Stourbridge has been nomi¬ 
nated for a prestigious architecture award. 

Work has been completed on the project 
as a home for a community care scheme. 

The building has now been shortlisted 
for a Royal Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA) West Midlands award. 

The rebuild and refurbishment project, 
in conjunction with KKE Architects Ltd, 
cost £1,069,000 which included a grant of 
£509,000 from the Department of Health. 

The results will be announced in Bir¬ 
mingham at the end of April. 


ROCK 

Star Hunt tells of 
the Wonder years 

BLACK Country rock star Miles Hunt 
will be sharing stories of his rock ‘n’ 
roll life when he goes back to his roots 
this weekend. 

The frontman of Stourbridge Indie 
group The Wonderstuff has released a 
book about the early years of the band 
- The Wonder Stuff Diaries 86-89 - and 
will be reading extracts at the Slade 
Rooms in Wolverhampton on Sunday. 

He will also be performing tracks and 
taking questions from the audience 
from 8pm. Tickets are priced at £16.50. 


RESTORATION 

Surveyor sought 
for walled garden 

VOLUNTEERS working to restore a Grade 
I listed walled garden in the grounds of a 
Halesowen park want to find a surveyor to 
help with their plans. 

The Halesowen Abbey Trust want to re¬ 
turn the walled garden at The Leasowes to 
its former glory. The group has employed 
an architect to come up with designs for 
how a rejuvenated garden would look. 

Trust spokesman Mick Freer is appeal¬ 
ing for a surveyor to come on board to help 
the team map the site out and work with 
the architect. 

Anyone who can help can email mick. 
freer@leasoweswalledgarden.co.uk 


COMPETITION 


WIN TICKETS 
RIGGLEPIGGLE 




205 / 33/16 
NEW TYRES ONLY 
£ 39.95 

including fitting (Limited Stock) 


Service and MOT 
including FREE retest 
from 

£95 


FREE FfGK-UR & DELIVERY SERVICE 

We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 


som 


Good Garage Scheme*® 

Registered Member 


www. midlandsmotorcare .co.uk 


Unit 17 Lye Valley Ind Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 01384 892909 
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Dentist all smiles over nominations 



Dentist Dr Edward Young 


A DENTIST is all smiles after being 
nominated for two national awards. 

Edward Young, who has been treating 
patients at Amblecote Dental Care in 
Brierley Hill since 2004 was shortlisted 
in both the Aesthetic Dentistry Awards 
and National Dental Awards. 

In the first awards held on Friday, the 
35-year-old was nominated in the Pa¬ 
tient Choice Orthodontics category but 
lost out in the final. 

He is now hoping to achieve success 
by being voted Young Dentist of the 
Year in the National Dental Awards. 
There are North and South catego¬ 


ries and Dr Young is nominated in the 
North. The final will take place on April 
17 in Birmingham. 

The father-of-one, who is married 
to Chrissie, said: “This is the second 
year running that I have made it into 
a final. However, I was very proud and 
honoured to be given another chance to 
be invited to attend the two ceremonies 
with highly regarded dental profession¬ 
als. I wish to thank fellow staff at Am¬ 
blecote Dental Care as well as family 
and friends for their support. 

“More importantly, I wouldn’t have 
achieved this without my fantastic pa¬ 


tients. My approach to dentistry is to 
treat the health of the mouth through 
a prevention, advice and education; and 
once healthy and stable, it enables a pa¬ 
tient to realistically seek cosmetic and 
structural improvement which is then 
more likely to last for the longer term. 

“I work as a general dentist, with spe¬ 
cial interests in cosmetic dentistry and 
orthodontics,” he added. 

The list of the finalists in both award 
ceremonies are compiled by a judging 
panel, consisting of practitioners and 
also members of various leading dental 
professional associations. 


Major player in drugs 
racket sent to prison 

AN anxious look helped put a 
major player in a cannabis grow¬ 
ing racket behind bars for three 
and a half years. 

Philip Payne stared in such a strange 
way at two plain clothes police officers as 
his BMW travelled in the opposite direction 
past their unmarked car that they turned 
to follow him, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. 

Mr Mark Phillips, prosecuting, said: 

“Their attention was drawn by his behav¬ 
iour. He took a good long look at them as if 
suspicious of their true identity.” 

The 23-year-old got struck in traffic 
while waiting to turn from Pedmore Road, 

Lye and the unmarked car drew up along¬ 
side him, it was said. 

Mr Phillips added: “The defendant saw 
the officers, pulled out on the wrong side of 
the road and accelerated violently towards 
oncoming traffic while going round a blind 
bend. There would have been a head on col¬ 
lision with potentially dire consequences if 
any vehicle had been coming in the oppo¬ 
site direction.” 

Pursuit 

Police abandoned the chase because of 
the risk to other road users but one of the 
officers involved in the aborted pursuit 
saw Payne come out of the front door while 
driving past a fiat in Stourbridge Road, Lye 
five days later on February 26, the court 
heard. The BMW was parked nearby. 

Two unformed officers then approached 
the defendant who put up a struggle and 
had to be ‘subdued,’ the court heard. 

Mr Phillips said: “Police now knew 
where he lived and took the front door key 
to the fiat from him.” 

They found £700 cash and some cannabis 
inside the property along with an iPhone 
that had film of cannabis cultivation and 
text messages that revealed he had links 
with a number of drug farms. 

Mr Phillips concluded: “He was a signifi¬ 
cant figure in the operation.” 

Mr Richard Butcher, defending, said: “It 
is clear that others were involved with him 
and he had fallen in with bad company.” 

Payne from Stourbridge Road, Lye ad¬ 
mitted dangerous driving and being in¬ 
volved in the production of cannabis. 

He was also banned from driving for two 
years. 


TV host plays blinder at brewery 



Eamonn Holmes at the opening of the Sadler’s Brewery in Lye with Chris Sadler and Ian King 


A BREWERY helping to produce 
three million pints a year has been 
expanded - and was launched with 
the help of broadcaster Eamonn 
Holmes. 

Sadler’s in Lye has gone from 
strength to strength leading bosses 
to open their second site in Station 
Drive. 

It will run alongside the firm’s 
long-established brewery at the 
Windsor Castle pub, in Stourbridge 
Road. 

Television presenter Holmes was 
invited to celebrate the completion 


of work on the £500,000 site - and 
he raised a glass with brewery 
bosses to mark the occasion. Mr 
Holmes, who is friends with brew¬ 
ery bosses, chatted with staff and 
customers who had gathered for 
the event. 

Alongside the brewery, created 
in a former warehouse, a new up¬ 
stairs bar has also been created 
which will open on Fridays and 
Saturdays. It will also stage festi¬ 
vals, private parties and comedy 
evenings. 

Brewery sales director Ian King 


said: “A lot of work has been put 
into creating the new brewery. 

“Everything which is now in 
the building we have put in. It will 
work in conjunction with our exist¬ 
ing brewery in Stourbridge Road 
and will allow a significant boost 
in the amount of beer we can brew 
annually.” 

Mr King said the plan was to 
take more people on in the future. 

The brewery is known for creat¬ 
ing the Peaky Blinder ale, named 
after the Birmingham gang which 
inspired the hit BBC TV series. 


Parent gets 
behind drive 
for hospital 
fundraising 

A FUNDRAISING drive for a new £1 
million hospital centre to support fam¬ 
ilies has been launched by two bereaved 
parents - one from Dudley. 

Naomi Messer, together with Wayne 
Berridge, from Hinckley, launched the 
appeal for the new unit at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital where medical staff 
can give parents difficult news about 
their children’s condition. 

Mrs Messer and her husband John 
were told there was nothing else that 
could be done to support their son Noah 
with his treatment for leukaemia. This 
news was broken to them on the ward, 
with only a cubicle curtain for privacy. 

Noah, who was a month off his third 
birthday, had been a patient at Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital since he was 
17-months-old and had received multi¬ 
ple operations, including a bone marrow 
transplant from his older brother Zack, 
now 14, as well as various courses of ra¬ 
diotherapy and chemotherapy. 

Mrs Messer said: “When we were first 
told the news, we were unsure about 
where to go within the hospital or who to 
turn to. It would have made such a huge 
difference to our family to be able to go 
to a place away from the ward, to an en¬ 
vironment that was completely separate 
from the hospital itself.” 

Mr Berridge was given the news that 
his daughter Jordan’s Osteosarcoma 
cancer was terminal in a small office on 
the hospital’s Oncology Ward. She was 
16 and was diagnosed with the cancer¬ 
ous tumour in her bones, in July 2012. 
She sadly died in April last year. 

Canalside homes 
already in demand 

PLOTS are now on sale at a former fac¬ 
tory site where 80 homes are being built. 

Building work is under way at the old 
Lloyds metal works, off Brettell Lane, 
Brierley Hill. 

The engineering firm once made pro¬ 
pellers during the Second World War 
before shifting production to heavy duty 
chains and starter rings. But the firm 
moved production to India by the start 
of 2006, leading to the factory being de¬ 
molished. 

Anne Wallace, regional sales and mar¬ 
keting director for Taylor Wimpey, said: 
“We are delighted, but not surprised, by 
the high levels of demand we’re experi¬ 
encing for our beautiful new homes at 
Lockside Walk.” 

Early prices include three-bedroom 
houses at £158,995. 

Road blocked after 
two cars in collision 

A BUSY road in Dudley was partially 
blocked following a crash between two 
cars. Firefighters were called to the Bir¬ 
mingham New Road at around 6.30pm 
on Friday. No-one was hurt. 

One lane was blocked in both direc¬ 
tions at the A457 Sedgley Road. 




r 

u B 


HPv 

r 

m 


• GUTTERING 
> SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 





















































































Shock for 
resident as 
car crashes 
into walls 

A CAR left the road and crashed 
through two brick walls, making a 
noise ‘like an aircraft’, according to a 
neighbour. 

A resident who witnessed the crash 
in New Rowley Road, Dudley, was 
watching a war documentary in his 
front room when the BMW people 
carrier careered off the road at a right 
hand bend. It demolished a lamp post, 
two brick walls and a garden fence be¬ 
fore coming to a rest on its side in the 
driveway. 

The homeowner, who did not want 
to be named, said: “I was in the front 
room and all of a sudden it has come 
through like an aircraft and it made 
me jump.” 

He added when he went outside, 
two passers-by were already tend¬ 
ing to the two men in the car, aged 
in their 50s and 20s, and had helped 
them from the vehicle. He then called 
for an ambulance following the crash 
at 4.30pm last Wednesday, March 25. 

Two ambulances and a paramedic 
support officer in a rapid response car 
were sent to the scene. 

One of the men suffered a head in¬ 
jury, while the other sustained dam¬ 
age to his back, though neither was 
seriously hurt and they were taken to 
Russells Hall Hospital for treatment. 

Pensioner Harold Williams was 
visiting relatives in the road and was 
sitting in his Corsa when the crash 
happened on the opposite side of the 
road sending bricks and debris flying, 
narrowly missing his car. 

He added: “It was really frighten¬ 
ing.” 


Radio coverage 
for Election battle 

A NATIONAL radio show is setting 
up home in Dudley for the General 
Election. 

BBC Radio 4’s World At One pre¬ 
senter Shaun Ley will be based in the 
town - which has two marginal con¬ 
stituencies, Dudley North and Dudley 
South - throughout the campaign. 

Meanwhile, Afzal Amin, who re¬ 
signed as Tory Prospective candidate 
for Dudley North has admitted he was 
‘foolish’ for getting involved with the 
English Defence League, insisting he 
was the victim of a ‘sting operation’. 

He said he had resigned ‘with a 
heavy heart and with much regret’. 

New candidate, ex-Dudley Council 
leader Les Jones can still win the key 
seat, Conservative chief whip Michael 
Gove said this week in Sedgley. 

Care home lodges 
plans to increase 

A CARE home is planning to ex¬ 
pand to ease pressure on Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital. 

Wyncroft House in Kingswinford 
has lodged plans with Dudley Council 
to expand by by nine bedrooms. 


Extra staff for register office demand 


EXTRA staff are being recruited for Dudley s new 
register office to cope with an expected soar in de¬ 
mand. 

Dudley Council says it has already received ‘a 
great deal of interest’ from people interested in 
holding a ceremony in the Grade II listed building 
housing Lye and Wollescote Chapels. 

The building in Cemetery Road, Lye, which 
houses identical Anglican and non-conformist chap¬ 
els, is being converted into a venue for civil cere¬ 
monies. 

West Midlands Historic Buildings Trust has se¬ 
cured a Jtlmillion grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to carry out the work. 

Once complete, the building will be leased to 


Dudley Council to be used as a register office. It will 
have a waiting lobby and two reception areas as well 
as a wedding ceremony room and an office for staff. 

The council is now looking to take on up to three 
new registration officers to work at Lye and at Pri¬ 
ory Hall in Dudley. 

Dudley Council’s strategic director of resources 
and transformation Philip Tart said: “Priory Hall is 
an extremely popular wedding venue and we have 
already had a great deal of interest from people 
keen to get married at our new venue in Lye, once 
it’s open. We’re not yet taking bookings for Lye but 
know we need to recruit to fulfil both the existing, 
and future demand.” 

The venue will be used for marriages, citizenship 


ceremonies, naming ceremonies, civil partnership 
ceremonies and for wedding vow renewals. 

The building, which dates back to 1878, has been 
closed for the past 30 years after falling into disre¬ 
pair. The chapel was used for Anglican and non-con¬ 
formist purposes when it opened. 

The Non-conformist chapel was closed in the 
1970s and the Church of England chapel closed fol¬ 
lowing a fire in 1993 which caused minor damage to 
the inside of the building. 

The West Midlands Historic Buildings Trust is a 
charity dedicated to the conservation of buildings. 

Chairman Bob Tolley said: “We will not just pre¬ 
serve but conserve this amazing building and put it 
to a sustainable new use.” 


Heartless thug created 
fear with imitation gun 


A THUG who pointed an imitation 
gun at a house while on bail for two 
robberies has been jailed for six 
years and one month. 

Arun Hudin, from Halesowen, struck 
first when he mercilessly ignored the 
pleas of a woman not to steal three gold 
chains that belonged to her recently de¬ 
ceased mother. 

The 22-year-old tore the jewellery from 
around the neck of the victim and snarled: 
“Shut up or you are going to get hurt,” Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

Miss Joanne Wallbanks, prosecuting, said: 
“She had been the main carer of her mother 
who had died months earlier. She pleaded with 
the defendant and told him ‘they are my mum’s 
and she has just passed away’ but that did not 
bother him.” 

Hudin and two other men snatched the igni¬ 
tion key out of a car in which the woman and a 
male friend were travelling as soon as it came 
to a standstill outside a parade of shops in New 
Invention, Willenhall, on May 20 last year. 

The woman got out of the vehicle and tried 
to get away but he chased her and grabbed the 
chains, said Miss Wallbanks. He also took £35 
cash from the man in the car. 

Hudin had been released on bail pending fur¬ 
ther inquiries when he got into an argument in 
Whitegates Road, Coseley, on July 21. 

Mini-moto 

The dispute stemmed from him riding a mi¬ 
ni-moto bike. Hudin returned to the scene four 
hours later after getting an imitation firearm 
from his home. 

Miss Wallbanks added: “He stood outside the 
home of the person involved in the earlier con¬ 
frontation, pulled out the black handgun, went 
through the motion of cocking it and pointed it 
at one of the windows. Those inside feared that 
it might be fired.” 

Mr Dean Kershaw, defending, said: “There 
had been trouble before with this group of 
boys and he wanted to show that enough was 
enough.” The lawyer said the weapon had been 
a BB gun. 

Hudin from Masters Lane, Halesowen, was 
found guilty of the two robberies at trial after 
denying the offences but admitted possession 
of an imitation firearm. 

Judge Amjad Nawaz told him he was respon¬ 
sible for ‘nasty robberies’ and had created ‘con¬ 
siderable fear’ with the imitation firearm. 



Back, Vivienne North, John Chappie, Tony North. Front, Sylvia Bell, Lyn Jones and Robert Skidmore 


Action call over speeding traffic 


COUNCILLORS say improve¬ 
ments will be made to a busy road 
in Sedgley following calls from 
residents. Campaigners had de¬ 
manded action over speeding cars 
and heavy lorries in North way. 

More than 50 people attended 
a public meeting and called for 
safety measures, including a 
weight limit. The Northway Ac¬ 
tion Group for Road Safety say 
heavy goods vehicles have been 
more frequent during building 


work for a housing estate in Gos¬ 
pel End. They also asked for a new 
pedestrian crossing at The Pre¬ 
cinct and for action to ease traffic 
building up around Alder Coppice 
Primary School. 

In a survey of 124 residents, 83 
per cent expressed concern about 
the speeds. They also supported 
the installation of safety cameras. 

Group spokesman Tony North, 
said: “The road is not suited to 
heavy commercial traffic; it is 


hilly, winding and residential in 
nature. It also serves a popular 
nursery and primary school.” 

Dudley Council’s acting stra¬ 
tegic director, John Millar, said: 
“There are plans for a mini round¬ 
about and a pedestrian refuge, as 
well as resurfacing near Alder 
Coppice school. 

“We are also proposing to in¬ 
troduce a safer routes to school 
scheme along The Northway 
which will include a 20mph zone.” 
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Machete attack 
— arrest made 

A MAN has been arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of assault after another man was 
attacked with a machete in a King¬ 
swinford park. 

The 25-year-old victim, who has not 
been named, suffered injuries to his 
arm during the assault at King George 
VI Park on Saturday, March 21. 

Police said a 23-year-old man from 
Dudley had been arrested following in¬ 
vestigations. He has been bailed with 
conditions while enquiries continue. 

Anyone with information is asked to 
call Force CID on the non-emergency 
101 number. 

Fossil names at 
town's new estate 

PROPOSALS to name roads on a new 
estate of 43 homes in honour of a na¬ 
ture reserve have been approved. 

UK Construction Ltd is building 
near Dudley’s Wrens Nest Nature 
Reserve, which is famous for its fos¬ 
sils. The developer had proposed the 
names Fossil View, Calymene Mews 
and Silurian Mews. Calymene is the 
genus of trilobites — the famous 
‘Dudley bug’ — while Silurian is the 
geological age of the rock in which the 
fossils are found. 

Transport boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed gave the green light. 

Photos on show 
at historic hall 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC exhibition is 
being launched at Himley hall this 
weekend. 

The Stourbridge Photographic So¬ 
ciety will be putting their work from 
around the world on display at the 
historic hall. 

The exhibition launches on Satur¬ 
day and will remain at Himley Hall 
until September. 

The photographs will be on display 
between 2pm and 5pm from Tuesday 
to Saturday. 

Building society sees 
an increase in profits 

THE Tipton & Coseley Building So¬ 
ciety recorded increased profits last 
year despite the UK’s ongoing eco¬ 
nomic challenges in the UK. 

Its pre-tax profit figure of £2.75 mil¬ 
lion was up 7.2 per cent on 2013, and 
its savings balances grew to £327.36m. 
Its assets ended the year at £373m. 

Richard Newton, the Tipton’s chief 
executive, said it was ‘a real achieve¬ 
ment amid a continued difficult back- 
drop’. 

Make a big splash 

CHILDREN can make a splash with 
half-term activities in Dudley. Bostin 
Bruce, an inflatable aqua pool run, 
with obstacles and slide, will be open 
from 1.45 to 2.45pm on April 7 and 9 
at Dudley Leisure Centre. It is suita¬ 
ble for eight-to-15-year-olds who can 
swim 25 metres or more and costs 
£2.80 per child. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 






CYPRESS NURSERY 


Plug plants now available including: 

* Fuchsias * Geraniums * Begonias * Impatiens * Surfinias and Tumbelinas 

Lawn Turf for collection or delivery 
Good selection of trees, shrubs, climbers and perennials 
Always a good selection of out of the ordinary trees and shrubs in a 
variety of colours and shapes 

SPECIAL OFFER ON OPEN GROUND CONIFERS, all sizes 
ROSE BUSHES only £2.50 

SEED POTATOES * Kelsae and mammoth onions and leeks ready soon 
New selection of glazed pots and garden ornaments, bird baths, 
nest boxes and tables 
Coal and Logs 

Basket refills and orders for hanging baskets now being taken for 
Summer/Autumn display 

Yew Tree Lane (off Powke Lane) Blackheath 
Phone: 0121 559 1495 


OPENING TIMES 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 - 5.15 


Due to being open 7 days - Closed 1 - 2 for lunch 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
www.cypressnursery.net 



Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER RHODES 


A READER writes: “I was looking at the menu in a 
restaurant and was wondering what the ‘Jeremy Clarkson 
Special’ was. Then it hit me.” 

AND yes, I got it wrong. In March last year I wrote: “If 
Clarkson blacked-up and did an impression of Barack 
Obama singing The Sun Has Got His Hat On, he’d still be 
unsackable.” But that was when we thought Clarkson’s 
downfall might be caused by his mouth, not his fists. 


^ Knifeman sent to jail 
for terrorising couple 


THIS is a good time to be a provincial. First, Ye Great 
Eclipse blazed in magnificence across the Midlands 
but was totally obscured by cloud in London. Admit it, 
did you not smile ever so slightly to see so many miffed 
Londoners? And then came the procession, lying-in- 

state and re-interment of a box 
of bones formerly known as 
Richard III. 

It was a joyously provin¬ 
cial affair, sentimental and 
sometimes a bit naff (did we 
really need knights on armoured 
horses?) but well-intentioned 
and peculiarly moving. And if 
you doubted for a moment that 
the London media elite felt this 
royal event should have taken place 
in the capital, you had only to hear Jon Snow’s slip of 
the tongue as he welcomed us to proceedings “here in 
Westm, er, Leicester.” 

WHAT remains to be said about Afzal Amin, the (now 
former) Conservative candidate in Dudley North, exposed 
as a cloak-and-dagger wazzock? I simply do not get it. 
This country is full of decent, honest, hard-working peo¬ 
ple who would die for the chance to earn £62,000-a-year 
as an MP, and do a damn fine job. So why do party 
selection committees offer the job to an endless stream 
of oddballs? Maybe the weakness of the system is that 
it depends on people putting themselves forward. I recall 
a senior police officer who said anyone who wanted a 
firearm was, by definition, an unfit person to own one. 
Perhaps the same rule should apply to political candi¬ 
dates. Anyone seeking power should not be given it. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


A KNIFEMAN who terrorised a couple in their 
Dudley home has been jailed for two years 
and five months. 

The house where the victims lived had been bur¬ 
gled a year before Reece Baggott struck on October 
27, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The 23-year-old had not 


been responsible for the ear¬ 
lier break-in at the property 
in Merryfield Road but knew 
about it, the court heard. 

Mr Harpreet Sandhu, 
prosecuting, said: “The 
couple were unsettled by 
the burglary and were con¬ 
cerned when they saw the 
defendant and a younger 
man shout ‘this is it’ and 
start walking menacingly 
up the drive. 

“The defendant was ag¬ 
gressive and gesticulating. 
He saw the couple at the 
window and shouted ‘what 
are you looking at?”’ 

Baggott continued to 
threaten the pair when they 
came out to ask him to leave 
and left shouting ‘remem¬ 
ber, you have got to sleep in 
this house tonight’. 

The man and relatives 
went to search for the of- 


By Simon Stone 

fender and found him in a 
nearby street where there 
was a confrontation. 

The defendant went into a 
nearby address and emerged 
clutching a kitchen knife 
and warning ‘I will slit you 
up’, said Mr Sandhu. 

Baggott, of Central Drive, 
Lower Gornal, was arrested 
soon afterwards but re¬ 
leased on bail. In December 
he was again seen outside 
the couple’s home drawing 
a finger across his throat 
while laughing. He returned 
days later to mouth the 
words ‘you’re dead’. He was 
re-arrested on January 17. 

Baggott, who had 13 pre¬ 
vious convictions, pleaded 
guilty to affray, possession 
of a knife and intimidating 
a witness and was jailed for 
29 months. 


Gruesome sports are talk topic 

A LOOK at the sometimes gruesome sports that were en¬ 
joyed across the Black Country in days gone by will be led 
by historian Chris Smith tonight (Thursday). The talk, at 
Dudley Archives, Tipton Road, is at 7.30pm. Admission is 
free for members, or £2 non-members. Call 01384 812770 
for more information. 


Anger over Legion club raid 



Steward Nicky Parry and chairman John Bennett 


BURGLARS stole £2,500 
in cash, plundered gaming 
machines and caused £5,000 
worth of damage in a raid 
on the Royal British Legion 
Club in Kingswinford. 

Branch members fear 
they will struggle to con¬ 
tinue if they cannot afford 
to make the building secure. 

A gang stole a safe hold¬ 
ing £2,500, including staff 
wages and bar takings, as 
well as £2,000 worth of al¬ 
cohol. Damage to the prem¬ 
ises in Summerhill was 
estimated at around £5,000. 

A 42-inch TV and charity 
money from a lottery and 
raffle were also taken. Entry 
was forced overnight Friday 
and Saturday by disabling 
the alarm, cutting the phone 
lines and smashing through 
the back doors. 

Branch chairman John 
Bennett said: “My first 
thought was that this could 
mean the end for us but 
we are determined to do 
everything possible to stop 
that happening.” 

Steward Nicky Parry, 33, 
said: “ If we cannot afford to 
make the premises secure 
we will not get insured and 
that will make it very diffi¬ 
cult to carry on.” 


Firm fined 
for breach 
of health 
and safety 

A COMPANY has been 
fined £10,000 for a breach 
of health and safety rules 
after a maintenance engi¬ 
neer’s hand was crushed at 
a factory. 

The 40-year-old engi¬ 
neer from Stourbridge was 
injured at ThyssenKrupp 
(Materials) UK Ltd’s site in 
Tyseley on July 9 last year. 

Birmingham Magistrates 
Court heard he was remov¬ 
ing chocks that had been 
used to hold up a pressure 
beam while maintenance 
work was carried out. But as 
soon as they were removed, 
the beam fell on his hand. 

He was off work for more 
than three months but has 
since returned. 

A Health and Safety Exec¬ 
utive investigation revealed 
the company, a subsidi¬ 
ary of the ThyssenKrupp 
group, had failed to provide 
workers with adequate in¬ 
formation, instruction and 
training or to appropriately 
manage the site mainte¬ 
nance programme. 

The firm, of Cox’s Lane, 
Cradley Heath, admitted 
breaching Section 2(1) of 
the Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974. It was fined 
£10,000 with £940.50 costs. 

HSE inspector Paul 
Cooper said: “ThyssenK¬ 
rupp Materials should have 
spent time working out a 
safe working methods for all 
maintenance tasks.” 

No-one at the company 
was available for comment. 





EASTER 

" OPENING ^ 
■> GOOD FRIDAY < 
NORMAL 

SATURDAY NORMAL 
' BANKHOILDAY ' 
r, MONDAY J 


✓ Windows 

✓ Composite Doors 

✓ Porches 

✓ Patio Doors 

✓ Conservatories 

✓ Window & Door Repairs 

✓ Fascias / Guttering 

✓ Building Work 

✓ Misted-up Units 




97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 




• Same day appointments 
• Crowns and veneers 
• Tooth whitening 


RESTORING YOUR SMILE 
AND CONFIDENCE 


10 Church Square, Oldbury B 69 4DX 
Telephone 0U15521892/0121544 6789 

www.oldburydentist.co.uk 


















































Former 
publican 
overcome 
by fumes 

AN ex-publican died af¬ 
ter being overwhelmed by 
fumes from a fire sparked 
by food left unattended on a 
cooker, a coroner has ruled. 

Martine Higginson, aged 
43, was found dead at her 
home in Wells Court, St 
John’s Street, Netherton, 
on December 9. 

Her family had been una¬ 
ble to contact her during the 
day and broke down a door 
at her flat to gain access. 

Miss Higginson’s sister, 
Peppa, kicked the door open 
and entered the flat using 
her mobile phone for light. 

Her sister had been found 
in the living room, paramed¬ 
ics were called but it was too 
late to save her. 

A report by fire investiga¬ 
tion officer Sean Tomkins 
said the evidence showed 
Miss Higginson’s death had 
been ‘a tragic accident’. 

Miss Higginson ran the 
Yew Tree Pub in the town 
for a time. 

The hearing was told her 
family said they were con¬ 
cerned a smoke alarm in 
her hallway had failed to go 
off but when tested by fire 
investigators the alarm was 
found to be working. There 
was no evidence of an elec¬ 
trical fault at the property. 

Senior Black Country cor¬ 
oner Mr Zafar Siddique said 
the medical cause of death 
was respiratory injuries and 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 
She was found to have no 
burns. He gave a conclusion 
of accidental death. 


Jobs blow at Firkins as 
bakery shuts once more 


FIRKINS has ceased trading with the closure 
of 23 shops and loss of 104 jobs. 

The 144-year-old Black Country bakery firm, 
which has had a troubled history in recent years, is 
in liquidation following ‘difficult trading periods on 
the high street’. 

Shocked staff were phoned at home on Sunday and told 
not to come to work this week. 


Both Firkins and Wol¬ 
laston bakeries have closed 
down. 

Firkins have been axed 
in Halesowen Road, Neth¬ 
erton; New Street, Dud¬ 
ley; High Street, Lye and 
Princes End, Tipton. Wol¬ 
lastons have gone in Dudley 
High Street, Stourbridge 
High Street and Bridgnorth 
Road, Wollaston. 

Difficult 

BRI, a Northamp¬ 
ton-based business recovery 
and insolvency specialist, is 
now dealing with the situ¬ 
ation. Firkins has been in 
and out of administration at 
least three times since 2000. 

A statement from BRI 
read: “Following difficult 
trading periods on the high 
street, Newbridge Bakery 
(Retail) Ltd & Newbridge 
Bakery (Birmingham Re¬ 
tail) Ltd have announced 
that their shops trading 
as Firkins and Wollaston 
Bakery have closed and will 
cease to trade.” 

One staff member, who 


By John Scott 


asked not to be named, said: 
“This could have been han¬ 
dled a lot better. 

“Some of those who have 
lost their jobs have been 
working for the firm for 20 
years and this is the thanks 
they get.” 

“They get a phone call 
at home saying its all over 
after showing a long-term 
commitment to the firm. 

“There were no staff 
meetings and no official 
warnings before we got that 
bombshell phone call on a 
Sunday morning. 

Dudley councillor Ken 
Finch said: “It is a disas¬ 
ter for a firm that has been 
around Dudley town centre 
for many years. 

“I feel sorry for those who 
have been made redundant. 
Something has to be done to 
help these smaller firms. 

“What a shattering 
blow when families have 
got mortgages and young 
couples are in their first 
homes.” 


Scuba club dive in to clean up reservoir 



Dudley Dolphins Scarlett Morris, Cathy Kingcome, Laura Mason, Mandy Downing, Robert Meacham and Robin Turner 


A SCUBA diving club is preparing to below the surface, friends and family area is popular with the local commu- 
carry out an underwater litter pick will be doing the same along the banks nity for fishing and walking. Unfortu- 
to help safeguard nature at a beauty of the reservoir. The dive will be tak- nately there is an inevitable amount of 
spot. ing place at the Lodge Farm reservoir, litter that comes with human visitors. 

Members of Dudley Dolphin Sub- off Highbridge Road, on April 26. “It’s mainly tins and bottles and 

Aqua Club will be collecting debris Welfare officer Mandy Downing, cans but there is the odd shopping 
from the bottom of Netherton Reser- aged 48, said: “We all use the water so trolley too. We’re hoping we’ll be able 
voir. we should all do our bit to maintain to recycle what we pull out.” 

It is a site where they regularly dive it and keep it as nice as we can for as The Dudley Dolphin club, estab- 
and while active members will be gath- long as possible. The bits of rubbish fished in 1964, has around 40 mem- 
ering rubbish from up to 15 metres are mainly round the edges, as the bers. See www.dudleydolphin.org.uk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chance to wed via 
net at Priory Hall 

A DUDLEY wedding venue 
has become the first in the 
West Midlands to broad¬ 
cast ceremonies online. 

Couples can ‘webcast’ 
their service at Priory Hall 
so people who may not be 
able to make it can watch 
via the internet. 

Ceremonies at the Grade 
II listed building can also 
be recorded onto DVD. 

Philip Tart, strategic di¬ 
rector for transformation, 
said: “This is a great facil¬ 
ity. By using the cameras 
at Priory Hall no one has 
to miss out.” 

There is a charge of £65 
to broadcast a ceremony 
or have a DVD, or £75 for 
both. 

Meanwhile, brides-to-be 
are invited to a wedding 
fair at Priory Hall next 
Thursday, April 9. 

The girls-only event 
takes place from 5-7pm. 

Rugby trio star 
at club’s lunch 

THERE will be a trio of 
rugby union stars at Stour¬ 
bridge RFC’s May lunch. 

Former England and 
British Lions winger 
John Bentley will be mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies at the 
£90-a-head event on Fri¬ 
day, May 8. 

Also speaking will be 
Wales record try scorer 
Shane Williams and former 
England captain Martin 
Corry. 

Guests will be treated 
to a four-course meal. The 
event, being held in a mar¬ 
quee at the club’s Stourton 
ground, will also feature 
comedy from Andy White 
of Birmingham. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TRIPLE GLAZED FOR THE SAME PRICE AS DOUBLE GLAZED 




■ 


Any size, any 
colour composite 
front door 


Composite front 
door plus PVCu 
back door 


£995 £1595 


fitted inc. VAT 


fitted inc. VAT 



TiRANSRORMrYiOMRl 
HOME AND LET THE 
llTSIDE IN... 


WE ARE 

SFRUATll 


.1 


AND VERANDA 
■ SPECIALISTS | 


Any size, white PVCu 
Patio or French Doors 

£1 195 

fitted inc. VAT 
Max 1900 wide X 2100 high 



Get your home 
ready for winter 
Buy any package 
of three or more 
windows and 
get a free 
upgrade to 
Triple 
Glazing 



Q Yale security 
hardware 
available 

Q Trustmark 
approved 

H Competitive 
finance rates 
available* 

H 10 year 
insuranced 
backed 
warranty 

Q First class 
customer 
service 



GLAZED DIRECT 

Windows Docks and Conservatories 


Call today for a FREE upgrade from double glazed to triple glazed 

0121 330 0198 


Showroom: Unit 2 Garratts Lane, Halesowen B64 5RE • www.tripleglazeddirect.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Top Gear 
gone and 
nothing to 
tune in for 

IT’S time to put the Clarkson debate 
to bed. If you punch a colleague at work, 
you can expect to get the sack, no mat¬ 
ter how talented you might be. And as for 
those ‘concerned members of the public’ 
who made official complaints to police 
after reading about it in the newspaper, 
you really need to find something more 
productive to do with your time. Like writ¬ 
ing poison-pen letters to Points of View. 
In green ink. 

However, Clarkson’s sacking does 
raise a serious issue. Since Top Gear has 
been dropped, there has been nothing at 
all on mainstream television which I have 
any desire to watch. Not a thing. 

OK, I still watch the news. And there 
are some decent repeats on some of the 
more obscure digital channels - main¬ 
ly Top Gear now you mention it. And if 
they ever get round to bringing back The 
Apprentice, I will probably watch that. 
Soap operas, period dramas, singing and 
dancing contests, sorry it’s just moving 
wallpaper. And then on Saturday night 
Channel 4 came up with what is surely 
one of the most yawn-inspiring ideas yet, 
a political drama about the talks leading 
up to the formation of the present coali¬ 
tion government. What next? Live paint 
drying? 

Of course, people have different tastes, 
and just because I don’t enjoy those pro¬ 
grammes does not mean that other peo¬ 
ple should be denied the chance to watch 
them. But given that the BBC makes so 
much fuss about how it caters for the 
broadest possible audience, isn’t some¬ 
thing wrong that a pretty average Joe like 
myself can’t find a single programme to 
watch? 

Given that the broadcasters are already 
excluding certain sections of the popula¬ 
tion, what exactly is the licence fee for? 
□□□□□ 

HERE is something I doubt we will be 
hearing much about from any of the ma¬ 
jor politicians over the next few weeks. 
Over the course of the past three years 
the Department of Food and Rural Affairs 
has spent a pretty tasty £420,000 of tax¬ 
payers’ money killing 88 ducks because 
their feathers were the wrong colour. 

Not that this is a purely coalition ex¬ 
termination programme it should be 
stressed.The decision to begin extermi¬ 
nating American ruddy ducks actually be¬ 
gan in 2003, and between 2006 and 2011 
successive administrations managed to 
wipe out 4,400 of these birds, which are 
said to threaten the existence of the Eu¬ 
ropean white-headed duck. It seems that 
governments of all colours are united that 
all ducks in Europe should be the same 
colour. 

It seems that our feathered friends 
seem to rear their differingly coloured 
heads every time there is an election on. 
Last time it was duckhouses, this time it’s 
duck eradication programmes. 



Concentrating - Jordan Edwards, 18, from Willenhall 


Eyes down at the League of Legends challenge 


Competing - 17 year old Callum Fellows 




Game on! Students 
are in league of own 



Keeping a close eye on game progress - Matthew Cullwick, 17 


In training for months, these 
college teams are in an epic 
battle for dominance, as 
JORDAN HARRIS explains 


IT’S an epic battle for dominance. A 
war to be crowned the best of the 
best. 

No, it’s not the latest Call of Duty 
release, but a bid by students in Wol¬ 
verhampton to triumph in the Student 
Gaming Championship. 

They have been in training for months, hon¬ 
ing their skills ready to unleash on those who 
dare to challenge them in the championship 
and have already passed the first hurdle, beat¬ 
ing their initial rivals in a 70-minute battle of 
wits and skill. 

Strategic 

As part of the challenge, a total of 10 stu¬ 
dents, who are studying for Level 2 and 3 
qualifications in games design at the City of 
Wolverhampton College’s Paget Road campus, 
make up two teams and battle it out against 
competitors from schools, colleges and univer¬ 
sities across the country in a fast-paced game 
of League of Legends. 

The teams go head-to-head in a multi-player 
online battle arena and have to combine stra¬ 
tegic thinking skills and lightning reflexes 
with co-ordinated play in small-scale skir¬ 
mishes and intense battles as they seek to de¬ 
stroy their enemies’ nexus before their own is 
destroyed. 

League of Legends is accredited with being 
the largest and most popular online game with 
more than 15 million players worldwide and 
around 1.4 million players logging in every 
day. 

The City of Wolverhampton College team 


beat their first foes in a 70-minute epic. 

Adam Cross, lecturer in computer games 
development at the college said: “Taking part 
in this kind of event takes communication and 
team work to a different level as players will 
have to react quickly and adapt as a team to 
be successful. 

“The students are really excited to be taking 
part and, in preparation, have been devising 
strategies and organising team building activi¬ 
ties and practice sessions to give them the best 
chance of success on the day. 


“Our first match was a close game but I 
think the practice we had gave us the advan¬ 
tage. We are waiting to hear about the date of 
the next fixture. 

“Now that the first game is done, the team 
is planning to put in some more practise as we 
expect the competition to get more challeng¬ 
ing.” 

Applied science student Callum Fellows 
says the formation of this team has given him 
a chance to socialise with like minded people 
while having fun. 


He said: “The game is one of the best that is 
currently out there and it is great fun to watch 
these guys play against teams from around the 
country. 

“The skills you can get from gaming are ap¬ 
plicable in other fields of life, the team work 
aspect and the ability to analyse decisions you 
have made with others during a game, go back 
and look at them again and see where you 
went wrong.” 

Game design student Jordan Edwards, 18, 
from Willenhall, said the competition directly 
benefits his studies. 

He said: “League of Legends is an absolutely 
huge game that is growing all the time. 

“For someone who studies the making of 
games and the work behind them, it is amaz¬ 
ing to see what the developers have done. 

“We have to work on the technical side of 
things all the time, as well as creating stories, 
scenarios and basically this whole world our 
game will live inside, so studying something 
which has had this much success is a real les¬ 
son.” 

Social 

Outside of the work-related benefits, Mr 
Cross believes the tournament is an opportu¬ 
nity for the group to socialise and make new 
friends. 

During a practice session ahead of their first 
competitive match, the team banter with each 
other over character choices, previous bad 
games and skill levels. 

He said: “There is a social level to all of this 
that people sometimes don’t understand. 

“When the team is competing against others 
or even one another, they are cracking jokes, 
making friends and socialising. 

“Sometimes the focus gaming students have 
on their studies, which also happen to be their 
favourite hobby, can be mistaken for a com- 
municational issue. 

“This team shows we have a strong commu¬ 
nity here.” 



SPRING 'Is 


Wooden 

Sheds 

FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Concrete 

Garages 


Buildings 
Asbestos Disposal 
>e Laying Service 


Summer 

Houses 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 

REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Fitted prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft x 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Fitted prices from 

Double Garage OOHAA 


Fitted prices from 

7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 
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Outdated administrative boundaries 


THE proposals for a proposed Black 
Country & Birmingham Combined Au¬ 
thority are the latest in a long line of 
Westminster and Whitehall driven ide¬ 
as geared to giving the impression of 
devolving powers while they continue 
unchanged in their own way - taking 
credit when things go right and point¬ 
ing the blame at the local when they 
go wrong. 

There is no real drive by Westmin¬ 
ster and Whitehall to give up powers 
and ultimate control over the local. 
Despite real devolution outside Eng¬ 
land we have had no change in West¬ 


minster. The funding which might 
be available to a Black Country and 
Birmingham Authority would be mi¬ 
nuscule compared to the level of reduc¬ 
tions in public expenditure since 2010. 
The level and allocation of funds would 
be subject to the agreement of West¬ 
minster and Whitehall. The majority of 
our local elected representatives would 
have even less say and influence on pri¬ 
orities than they do at present. 

A West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity based on the Black Country and 
Birmingham authorities with or with¬ 
out Solihull and Coventry based on the 


long redundant Metropolitan County 
boundary fails to connect the very real 
economic and social links between the 
metropolitan and shire areas. 

We need a strategy which breaks out 
of the straitjacket of outdated adminis¬ 
trative boundaries and thinking. 

We need powers and resources de¬ 
volved to new directly accountable au¬ 
thorities at a more local level than we 
have at present and a West Midlands 
which would require met and shire 
interests to work together to address 
their shared interests. 

G MORRAN, Dudley 


MPs work 
hard for 
the people 

ALMOST everything I read 
in the press about MPs is 
critical. They are often por¬ 
trayed as money-grabbing 
and self-interested but in 
my experience they work 
hard for their local commu¬ 
nities and constituents. 

In my case, I had prob¬ 
lems with a mobile phone 
company. I had tried to 
resolve it for months. The 
company ignored all my 
calls and letters, even when 
I tried to report the issues 
to the chief executive. The 
regulator was of no use and 
I was getting increasingly 
frustrated and concerned. 

I was not sure if he could 
help, but I contacted my MP 
Chris Kelly. He immediately 
took the matter up with the 
company, and got a response 
from them, something I had 
been completely unable to 
do. 

The whole matter was 
resolved in my favour. We 
should be pleased that we 
have such outstanding peo¬ 
ple to represent and help us. 

B KEMP 
Kingswinford 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Is it now time to say 
enough is enough? 

NOT too long ago this nation ruled the waves, we had the 
finest armed forces, we could defend ourselves, we were the 
envy of the world, we had a mining industry, we had steel 
plants, we had the best police, the NHS was second to none, 
education was the best, we had a car industry, our utilities 
were publicly owned as were the railways, most people had 
employment and it was even easy to change jobs. 

Now we do not have a navy to talk about, our armed 
forces would not fill Wembley stadium, there is no mining 
industry, no steel plants, police forces with ever decreasing 
staff, our NHS is in crisis, our education system is in ques¬ 
tion, no car industry of our own, the utility companies now 
rake in massive profits and we see no benefits, the railways 
are a disgrace, the job situation offers are one of zero hours 
and below the minimum wage in most cases. 

After losing all of these the banks brought about a crisis 
not of our making, they have not been punished but instead 
they decide to make us, the innocents, suffer. Is it not now 
time to tell politicians enough is enough? 

To quote Abraham Lincoln “You can fool all the people 
some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but 
you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.” 

P LOWE, Brierley Hill 


Why Laurel 
& Hardy 
not on TV? 

HERE’S a question. How 
come we never see Laurel & 
Hardy on TV? 

There will be folk, who’ll 
say, ‘they were funny in 
your childhood but they 
wouldn’t appeal to today’s 
seven-year-olds’. 

I wouldn’t expect today’s 
seven-year-olds to bop 
around to Roy Orbison, Del 
Shannon or the Beatles, 
but these two comedy greats 
emerged from the silent era 
from which the visual art is 
what movies were built on. 

Why can’t a place be found 
for some of these generally, 
20 minute ‘shorts, their uni¬ 
versal appeal, would be a joy 
to children of all ages. 

One last more topical 
point. I believe ‘the boys’ 
along with Chico Marx ap¬ 
peared at Dudley’s Hippo¬ 
drome. How sad will it be, 
if it goes the wrong way, 
when our seven-year-old is 
now 17 and after reading an 
article about Dudley’s ever 
decreasing past asks, “Dad, 
what was the Hippodrome?” 

STEVE FORD 
Kingswinford 


Why not visit our local award winning showroom 


••D&S Kitchens 

Kitchens and Bedrooms 



See our Refurbished Showroom 
which offers all of the following: 

✓ Working Appliances 

✓ Free Design Service 

✓ Working Boiling Water Tap 

✓ Full Fitting Service 

✓ Granite, Quartz, Corian and 
Timber Worktops 

✓ We are a Bosch Partner and offer 
cheaper than internet prices on 
integrated appliances 

✓ We manufacture all our own 
cabinets and a brand new range 
of Doors with unlimited design 
options 


www.dandskitchensltd.co.uk 


Visit our superb showroom:- 

D & S Kitchens Ltd 0 BOSCH 
[Maypole Fields, Cradley, 

Halesowen, 

West Midlonds, B63 2QB 
Showroom. Tel: 01384 343399 — 

Open: 9am - 5pm Monday - Saturday 
Appointment* only on Sunday Open till 7pm on Thur*ck»yt 



SPRING IS HEREIN 

Tt Is your Property due a Spring CleanP < 


BTF Cleaning Services has been established for over 15 years, carrying out external 
cleaning services for commercial and domestic customers across the Midlands 



All UPVC 
professionally 
cleaned including 
gutters / fascias 
/soffits/ 
conservatories/ 
orangeries and 
window frames 



Block paving and patios jet washed / sanded / weed 
killed by the latest flat surface cleaning equipment 



Concrete imprint drives Our team of professionals 

repaired/coloured and sealed e^pmSdmSs 


\ 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 56834! 

Mob: 07979 21J302 




( 
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There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 p lus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Yi 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guard^shij^Trusts 

Members of the Socicfi 

Goodwills 


WWc 


^Opxox 



Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 




Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


NEW TO 


HALESOWEN 


Tel: 07837 746808 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics 
Free Measure & Quote 
Fast Reliable Service 
Competitive Pricing 


Average conservatory £300 supplied and fitted 
Average Semi House £350 supplied and fitted 


Fabrics only Service 
available includes bottom 
weights, chains 
and hangers 



Showrooms 

• West Bromwich Indoor Market 
'Bearwood Indoor Market 
)iWassel|Rd.fHasbury, Halesowen B63 4LF 



■fi-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

♦> 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

♦ Document L Compliant 
♦:* Shoot Bolt Locking 

Sight Tine Glazing 

♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 

IFENSAl 


- 

New dentures * COPY DENTURES j 

will allow you 


to Eat, Smile 
and Talk with * DENTURE REPAIR 

confidence! 

Providing a professional, personal & discreet service. 
Patient satisfaction is our highest priority. 

Over 20 years experience in dentistry. 

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULATION... 

TELEPHONE LEE TORRINGTON cdt rcs eng rdt. 

01384 468 648 

15B HALESOWEN RD, NETHERT0N, DUDLEY DY2 9QG, 



% yj* 

DRIVING RANGE 

& GOLF ACADEMY 

Wassell Grove Lane, 
Hagley, DY9 9JW 


hagleygolfpro.co.uk 
01562 883852 




Hark (Eomtlnj 
(glazing " 


Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 
10 Year Guarantee 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


r 



Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 


«»owos certass [fensa| 

% <SB9BG9^P* 



Igglepiggle is 
just the ticket 
for youngsters 


Greetings from Igglepiggle 


THE summer classic for children, 

In The Night Garden Live, will be de¬ 
lighting youngsters and their parents 
at Birmingham’s Canon Hill Park from 
July 11 -25, as part of a UK tour. 

Nine out of 10 parents give the 
staged event of the BAFTA award-win¬ 
ning CBeebies children’s TV show 
five out of five stars, according to 
audience surveys and parents’ reviews 
on NightGardenLive.com. 

And you could be at this amazing 
musical theatre experience for all the 
family. The organisers have teamed 
up with the Chronicle series to offers 
readers the chance to win three Meet 
the Cast and Characters family tickets 
and three runner-up show-only family 
tickets (Family ticket is for four people, 
minimum one adult). 

Children’s favourite CBeebies’ stars, 


Igglepiggle, Upsy Daisy, Makka Pakka 
and friends, are all brought beautifully 
to life on stage using full-size cos¬ 
tumes, magical puppets, enchanting 
music and breathtaking projections. 

The show takes place in its own 
all-weather, purpose-built inflatable 
showdome with many family-friendly 
facilities. This site-specific structure is 
a huge hit with children and parents 
and its immersive theatrical experi¬ 
ence makes audiences feel they are 
actually entering the magical world of 
the TV show In the Night Garden. 

Andrew Collier, Creative Director of 
Minor Entertainment said: “Parents 
tell us that children as young as a few 
months old engage with the live show, 
and the looks on the faces of the 
children and parents in the audiences 
are absolutely amazing.” 



HOW TO ENTER 

For a chance to win simply answer 
the question below 

What colour is Igglepiggle’s 
blanket? 

A: Red B: Yellow C: Green 

Send your entry on a postcard 
with your full address, phone number 
and email address to Igglepiggle 
Competition, Chronicle Editorial, 51- 
53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES. Closing date: Thursday, 
April 9. 

Tickets are subject to availability. 
The tickets are non-transferable. No 
cash alternatives, accommodation or 
travel are provided. 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


"O’ 

! | 


f\ DOULTON DOORS 

HjEfl?I mmsSSSmSSmm A 


Our Extensive Range of 
All Garage Doors Covers 
All Popular Brands 


o 

f 1 

©■ 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 | 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 




| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


We Have Wrought Iron 

Everything from Visit Us At Gates & 

Canopy to Side Railings 

Hong Styles R„„| ey R~,i s B 65 available 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Are you a member of a 
local voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event 
for a charity or a local good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local 
news stories for your local paper 
for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 

01384 353234 



























































































Goal should be to 
achieve as an MP 


DANIEL I 
WAINWRIGHT 1 



IT won’t be Paxo who stuffs 
the Tories in the General 
Election - it will be their own 
candidates and MPs. 

David Cameron came across as 
irritable while Jeremy Paxman 
gave him a roasting in the first of 
the televised leaders’ interviews. 

But the polls continue to suggest 
he’s something of an asset to the Con¬ 
servatives. That is more than can be 
said for Afzal Amin, who has resigned 
as candidate for Dudley North after 
meeting with the English Defence 
League and discussing the ‘fantasy’ of 
arranging a march, then calling it off. 

His emergency replacement, Les 
Jones, was chosen at a hastily-con¬ 
vened meeting of the constituency as¬ 
sociation. The former council leader 
was the only name anyone wanted. 

March 

Anne Millward, also a former council 
leader as well as chairman of the Con¬ 
servative association in Dudley North, 
said she did not want a candidate from 
outside ‘foisted’ on the party. 

The only hope the Tories have of 
making up their lost ground is to have 
someone who knows everything there 
is know about the patch. 

Afzal Amin had two years to get to 
know it. And he was from Smethwick 
originally anyway, not a million miles 
away. He maintained his actions in 
meeting with the EDL were all in the 
best interests of people in Dudley. 

But after the last march cost hun¬ 
dreds of thousands in policing and 



Afzal Amin - resigned 

stirred up a lot of anger and resent¬ 
ment it is hard to see how any attempt 
to work with the far right group could 
have been in the interests of anyone 
bar the individual candidate. 

The retiring Tory MP Aidan Burley 
has also not helped his party hold on 
to Cannock Chase by taking a swipe at 
his ‘rude’ constituents either. 

There is an issue that all parties 
must address, but after this week it is 
especially urgent for the Tories, and 
that is the reason their candidates 
are standing at all. No-one could have 
expected that Afzal Amin would do 
something like that. But it looks as 
though he was prepared to do a deal 
to become an MP. 

Aidan Burley, meanwhile, says that 
when he campaigned in 2010 he had 
‘not expected to win the seat’. 

This was probably just very 


Aiden Burley - retiring 

self-deprecating of him. Even so, it did 
make me think about others standing 
this time around. 

If a candidate is not expecting to 
win then why are they are going for it 
in the first place? 

If they are just there for the sake 
of the party saving face and having a 
name on the ballot paper it lets down 
the people who lend it their votes. 

There will be cases of candidates 
parachuted into constituencies with 
little or no knowledge of the area. 

Some work hard to get to know 
those constituencies and become 
adopted as locals. Others see their 
voters as little more than a spring¬ 
board to Westminster. 

The goal for them must be to 
achieve something in Parliament. 
Getting into Parliament is not and 
must never be the goal in itself. 


Did You Sleep Alright Last N ight?. 

not, buying a New Bed from ^ 

Dreamlaii 

Will b^he BEST thing yo>u|have done for a good nights sleep 





mmm 



[SATURDAY! CLOSED f EASTER 
EASTER | MONDAY 

MVM- 5 PM 


OTTOMAN 
BEDS . 


SUNDAY 


HYPNOS 

BEDS 



[ADJUSTABLE; 
V BEDS > 




i iFumm 

A HYP NOS IVtYFR's Slum 


mummoTH 


t/nbff( WE are NBF manufacturers, stockists v^nhl 


We are Proud to Announce the Arrival of. 


EVERYTH#AfG FROM ADVICE TO PB1BE CSS 

Dreamland Superstore /gft 

23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill. 01384 74166 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm. Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11am-4.30pm 

Supporters of Mary Stevens Hospice ^*22 


e Promote 


Large free 
car park at 
rear of store 
|Little Cottage 
f Street 
DY51RG 


wmm 


i 


» i 



ndependence by 
upporting you at 
ome 


-ormerly 

£ Stiled Homes Services’ 



Whatever your care and support needs, we believe nothing compares with care at home, a 
familiar place that holds a lifetime of memories. 

We believe by remaining in your own home, the support and care provided by us enhances your physical 
and emotional well being, living independently in the comfort and surroundings you have always known. 


A service which offers working teams of 2 dedicated carers to provide care and support whilst living 
in the comfort of your own home. 

This would mean each carer living with you 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off. 

They will assist with preparing meals, shopping, laundry, light cleaning and 
activities whilst offering companionship at the same time. 

These carers will be selected to match your individual personality, which enables 
them to be more in tune with your wishes. 

This service can often work out cheaper than going into residential care, with the added 
bonus of living in familiar surroundings and the ability of keeping your beloved pets. 





42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AY 
0121 421 3733 www.carewish.co.uk 
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Ironbridge undertaker Bill Williams with the tramcar building in 1974 


One of the trams is lifted clear 


The trams are part of the Coalbrookdale property on the right 


Coffin shop tramcars have new lease 


of life at Black country museum 


IT’S a tram-endous story with a 
happy ending. When two Wolver¬ 
hampton trams were taken out 
of service in the 1920s they were 
snapped up and brought to the 
Ironbridge Gorge to be incorpo¬ 
rated into a house which stood 
for many years. 

And when the time came in 1976 to 
demolish that house in Coalbrookdale, 
the trams were both salvaged to be 
used as museum pieces. 

One of them was restored to be run on 
tracks taking visitors around the Black 
Country Living Museum in Dudley, where 
it remains an exhibit today and will run 
again soon. 

The property mentioned had once been 
the home of Bill Williams. 

Dave Bentley of Admaston whose wife is 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Toby Neal 


related to the Williams family, said: “Mrs 
Williams was my mother-in-law’s auntie. 
Bill Williams was the undertaker down the 
bottom of Ironbridge. The trams were sent 
to the Black Country Museum and done 
up,” he said. 

Crane 

And Dave was able to give the date that 
the trams were removed - June 23, 1976. 

The Shropshire Star reported on that 
day: “Overhead wires had to be taken down 
in Coalbrookdale today to allow a massive 
lifting operation to get under way. The 
telephone wire was taken down so that a 
mobile crane could lift two old trams which 
have been used as an undertaker’s home 


and coffin shop since 1925. The 26ft long 
trams - which originally weighed about 13 
tons each - were being lifted on to two low 
loaders for transport to the Black Country 
Museum storage building at Pensnett trad¬ 
ing estate. There they will be made into a 
single machine to run on tracks at the mu¬ 
seum site in Dudley. 

“The trams were being removed from Mr 
Bill Williams’ premises. His father-in-law, 
Mr Edwin Brown, bought them when they 
went out of service after 20 years’ use, and 
built a house using them as gable ends. Mr 
Williams later used the building as a coffin 
shop.” 

Laura Wakelin of the Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum added: “Both tramcars were 
used as public trams on the Penn Fields 
route, Wolverhampton, during the few 
years preceding the First World War. 

“Once withdrawn from service they were 
sold to Mr Edwin Brown of Ironbridge and 


eventually used to form part of his under¬ 
taker’s home and coffin shop in 1925. 

“Both trams came to the museum in 
1976. Tram 49 was subsequently restored 
with a lot of funding from the Science Mu¬ 
seum, London. Tram 49 is on display in 
the museum’s Albion Tram Depot which is 
open to the public on every museum open¬ 
ing day. 

“Tram 49 has run on the museum’s tram 
tracks and it will continue to do so as soon 
as some necessary essential maintenance 
has been carried out on the tracks. 

“Unfortunately upon arriving at the mu¬ 
seum tram 47 was in a state of disrepair 
and the decision was taken that it would be 
more useful to sacrifice it for spares.” 

It is not the only time the museum has 
received trams in this way. In 1984 two old 
trams which were used as part of a bunga¬ 
low in County Lane, Codsall Wood, were 
donated to the museum. 



Tram 49 - restored and gleaming at the museum 


LEARN SOMETHING NEW AND 
USEFUL IN JUST A FEW WEEKS 

Learn the knack and never look back, with a Sandwell College short course! 

Our short courses are a great way of picking up skills for hobbies and skills for work. They run in 
the evening, to fit in with your life. So, why not add another string to your bow? 



CREATIVE WRITING 
FOR BEGINNERS 

Starts: 16th April 2015 
Duration: 10 weeks 
Times: Thursdays 5pm-7pm 
Cost £175 

This course is suitable for those with 
little or no experience of creative 
writing and is aimed at those who 
wish to explore the subject and 
improve and extend their skills. 

It will be taught through a variety 
of structured activities that will 
encourage you to establish and 
develop the fundamental skills of 
creative writing. 


ADVANCED 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Starts: 14th April 2015 
Duration: 10 weeks 

Times: one evening per week, 6pm-9pm 
Cost £200 

This course is for those who want to 
refine their photographic skills and 
develop their style through sophisticated 
techniques. 

Topics covered include: 

• Location photography techniques 

• Experimental location photography 

• Studio fashion photography 

• Montages 

• Colour management 

• Portfolio production 



Interested? Call us on Freephone 0800 622006 
come into the college or contact us via 
enquiries@sandwell.ac.uk 

All courses run subject to demand. 




INTRODUCTION TO 
MENTORING 

Starts: 16th April 2015 
Duration: 10 weeks 
Times: Fridays 10am-12pm 
Cost £175 

The course offers foundation knowledge 
for those seeking a career in the areas of 
Mentoring, Counselling and Health and 
Social Care. 

The course will equip learners with 
valuable skills required to deal with 
clients and mentees. It will include 
subjects such as self-discovery and 
decision-making methods, so learners 
must be willing to reflect and evaluate 
their own lives. 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 

& OUTSTANDING BY OUR STUDENTS 


BASIC CONSTRUCTION 
SKILLS 

Starts: 16th April 2015 
Duration: 7 weeks 
Times: one evening per week 
Cost £225 

Do you want to solve that carpentry 
problem, get a great finish on your 
painting, plumb in a new sink or sort out 
the mess left by the previous residents? 
We have the answers and the experts 
who can help. 

Courses available in: 

• Carpentry 

• Plumbing 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Plastering 

For further information contact: 

Mike Barnbrook or Jane Steele on 
0121 556 6000 during working hours. 




Sandwell College 


West Bromwich ' 
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Clear choice for windows 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


R YD ALE Windows 

Manufacturing Ltd is a major 
supplier of quality uPVC 
installations of windows, doors, 
conservatories, porches, orangeries, 
fascia and soffit boards throughout 
the West Midlands. 


All products are fabricated in-house utilising 
the firm’s own specialist manufacturing plant 
based in Halesowen near Birmingham in the 
West Midlands. 


The approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 
customers to achieve considerable savings by 
buying direct. 

At Rydale, the focus has always been on 
offering high quality products backed by 
market leading customer service - no other 
local company has the experience of the well 
established team. 


In fact, the team is so confident in the 
quality of their products that they offer peace 
of mind when it comes to security 
for customers. 


The team’s philosophy about buying new 



All products are fabricated in-house utilising Rydale Windows ’own Highly qualified staff ensure installations are completed to high standards 

manufacturing plant in Halesowen with no upfront payments 


windows and doors, planning a conservatory 
or any other work on your property is a 
big commitment. 

So the team believe it is important to 
spend time looking at the various options and 
discussing them with our experienced 
sales consultants. 

Deposits or stage payments are not 
procedure, customers only pay when the 
installation is fully complete. 

Every product comes with an insurance 
backed, fully comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee and the company is Certass 
registered and ‘Fair Trades’ and ‘No Rogue 
Traders Here’ approved. 


In addition the company is fully compliant 
with Document L building regulations. 

Rydale Windows Manufacturing Ltd offers: 

• Free quotations 

• Quality products 

• Manufactured in own factories 

• No deposits 

• No payment until installations completed 

• Our own experienced fitters 

• Real quotations not artificial offers 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• Full after sales service 

All installations are fully supervised from 
initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives. 


All the 50 plus staff are highly qualified 
and employed by the company to make 
sure your experience with the company 
is stress free. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd 
Address: 33 Long Lane Halesowen B62 9LS 
Telephone: 0121 559 4211 
Website: www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
Email: reception@rydalewindows.co.uk 
Key point of contact: Sales advisors 
Key area of activity/sectors: Windows and 
conservatory manufacturers and installers 



installation has 
been completed 




'ULTWlAMl 


Make t v&RIGHT decision this FREEPHONE 
Springfandfgive Rydale a ring... . .www«rv&alev 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

RYDALE 

MASSIVE MSCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 




»r 


Every window and conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality standards you 
will find in the industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have been in 
business for 
more than 

30 years. Supplied & 

1 ..across 
the Midlands 


^ No deposits 
stage payments, you 


stage payments, you 
l only pay when the-^ 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 4pm 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


SOLICITORS GOING FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 


J ordans Solicitors provide 
legal services including Wills 
and Probate, Property and 
Family Law from our offices in 
Halesowen and Blackheath. We 
cover Birmingham and the Black 
Country, including Sandwell, 
Dudley, Walsall, West Bromwich 
and Stourbridge. 

Jordans was established in Blackheath 
by John Jordan in 1990. Over the last 5 
years we have trebled in size resulting in 
opening a second branch in Halesowen 
and we have three distinct departments, 
each headed by a specialist in that area. 

Wills and Probate 

For the majority of people, making a will 
is a simple and low cost piece of legal 
work. On the other hand, the cost of 
sorting out the mess left when someone 
dies without a will, with an out of date 
will or with a badly drafted will can be 
massive. 

It only takes an hour or so to make a will 
and it can save your loved ones hours of 
heartache and sometimes thousands of 
pounds. 


Property Services 

We deal with ah types of transactions 
involving residential property: Sales, 
Purchases, Transfers of Equity and 
Remortgages. 

Our focus is to provide an accessible 
and efficient service to clients. Moving 
house can be very stressful and we aim 
to remove as much stress as possible for 
our clients. 

Family Law 

For ah family clients we offer an initial 
FREE 30 minute interview to discuss 
your case, explain your options and 
advise you appropriately. We are also 
able to offer this service by a telephone 
appointment. 

Whilst the majority of our work involves 
divorce, we also assist those who are 
cohabiting and those who are in a a civil 
partnership. 

For information please call our 
Halesowen office on 0121 585 3900 or 
our Blackheath office on 0121 559 2922. 


Meet the Team 



Michael Jordan LLB 


Michael has been with the firm 
since 2006 when he joined as 
a trainee. He is now Managing 
Director specialising in Residential 
and Commercial Property. 


Baldeep Kooner LLB 


Baldeep is a Wills and Probate 
Specialist advising on Wills, 
Probate, Powers of Attorney, Tax 
Planning and Court of Protection 
cases. 



Brinder Khara LLB 


Brinder is an Accredited Family 
Solicitor and has been practising 
in the area of Family Law since 
1996. She is also a Notary Public. 


Recent additions to the team include Rikki Bateman and Emma 
Hingley. Rikki is a Qualified Solicitor specialising in Residential 
Property. He is vastly experienced in all aspects of buying and 
selling, including New Builds and Help to Buy Schemes. Emma 
has joined us from a local Estate Agents. She brings a wealth of 
experience, which will further improve the process of Buying or 
Selling a property for our clients and make it a smoother and less 
stressful process. 


Jordans Solicitors 

FRIENDLY AND PRICE COMPETITIVE 


Here at Jordans Solicitors you will find experienced 
specialists in the following aspects of law, 
conveyancing both residential and commercial, 

Wills and Probate, Powers of Attorney & Family Law 
If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to 
Friday are not very convenient for you we can offer 
Thursday evening and Saturday morning 



JORDANS 

SOLICITORS 


1 Summer Hill, Halesowen 
B633BU 

Tel: 0121 585 3900 


35 Payne Street, Blackheath, 
West Midlands B65 ODH 

Tel: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 


















PRICE 
MATCH 
PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 
That’s our promise 
to you! 


William & Sons 

\r 
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0% Interest Free Credit 

pay nothing for at least 6 months* 

Starts Good Friday 10am! 


plus we ve 

_ got EXTRA 

V 

ML l,v discounts,,, 

- .. M .\l I 

this Easter 
Bank Holiday 
weekend. 




Modern large sofa in natural linen fabric. 

WAS £999 SALE £499 

Light oak effect dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £799 SALE £499 

Rest Assured luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £599 SALE £499 

OQ/i 

A / 1 .1 7 1 

Q SAVI 

save 

OQQ 



Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


©7 lliam&son: 


www.williamandsons.co.uk 


EASTER OPENING TIMES: 
Good Friday 10-6pm 
Easter Saturday 10-6pm 
Easter Sunday CLOSED 
Easter Monday 10-6pm 


Alstons •bardi hJSLi 


- HTL <NG31CWK 


MvtKs rauch 




(*—*•) rrs wade 


0% APR *Deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £500. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £41.67 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of 
representative Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0°/o. Total Amount Payable £500. Written details available on request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance items. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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“Launderer 
i must pay 
i back sum 
I Of £46,000 

| A WOMAN who helped 
_c hide ‘dirty money’ accrued 
y— by her daughter’s corrupt 
boyfriend has been ordered 
-- to pay back £46,000 - a dec- 
,2 ade after being convicted of 
C money laundering. 

O Sharon Millard was jailed 
£ for six months in 2005 after 
O a West Midlands Police in- 
_ vestigation showed she had 
0 processed £97,537 through 
> her bank accounts. 
q Police said a proceeds 
tf) of crime order at the time 
O had forced her to hand 
75 over almost £51,000. But 
I after pleading poverty the 
remaining £46,000 was left 
on file. 

Sitting 

Officers from the force’s 
Economic Crime Unit re¬ 
opened the case last year 
and found the 59-year-old 
had paid off the mortgage on 
her home and was sitting on 
tens of thousands of pounds 
in equity. 

Millard, of Comber Drive, 
Pensnett, was served with 
a court order restricting 
her financial dealings. And 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court earlier this month 
she was ordered to repay 
the outstanding amount or 
go back behind bars for an¬ 
other 18 months. 

DC Yvonne Barwani, said: 
“If she doesn’t pay up then 
she will be jailed - but even 
if that happens the debt 
stays with her and we’ll 
continue pursuing her for 
the money.” 


College pledges to offer 
support in spite of cuts 


DUDLEY College bosses have vowed to sup¬ 
port adult learners despite being forced to 
cut the number of course places available. 

The college will have around 1,000 fewer places 
available to adult learners on certain courses after a 
£1.4 million drop in Government funding. 

College bosses say up to 30 jobs may be at risk of redun¬ 
dancy due to the fewer places available for adult learners. 


The cuts come from the 
Government’s Skills Fund¬ 
ing Agency for the courses 
the college provides. 

Health and social care 
courses as well as early 
years training delivered 
in the workplace, like care 
homes and nurseries for 
employees, are among the 
courses affected. Others are 
giving skills to help people 
referred to the college from 
Job Centres and the prison 
service. 

Economy 

Principal Lowell Williams 
said the council had been 
forced to make ‘difficult 
choices’ but said it would 
continue to work to support 
adult learners. 

He also hit out at the cuts 
in funding saying it was the 
local economy that would 
feel the impact of a potential 
skills shortage. 

“I’m not sure the fund¬ 
ing agency will see the 
true impact of its cuts as it 
has no direct contact with 
those adult learners we’ll 
be forced to turn away in 


By Andrew Turton 


August because there’s 
no money to support their 
learning,” he said. 

“Two years ago when 
funding was reduced for 
level 3 qualifications, an in¬ 
troduction of 24+ Advance 
Learning Loans offered stu¬ 
dents the choice to continue 
studying. 

“Regrettably, a similar 
loan option hasn’t been in¬ 
troduced during this budget 
reduction, even though 
the cuts will affect a larger 
number of learners. 

“We are currently look¬ 
ing at ways to support adult 
learners through other 
funding options,” Mr Wil¬ 
liams added. 

A 30-day consultation is 
under way for staff informed 
of job losses. After this staff 
will be advised of their op¬ 
tions once the funding cuts 
hit at the start of August. 

Officials say the cuts 
come despite the college’s 
financial health remaining 
‘strong’. 


Golf club set for dancing fundraiser 



Organiser Margaret Baker, with, front, Nicky Horne and, centre, Ella Harrison, aged nine, from Tipton 


A GOLF club near Dudley is hosting 
fundraising dance and exercise classes 
for charity. 

Margaret Baker, who runs Him- 
ley Hall Golf Club with her husband 
Desmond, is holding weekly dance and 
exercise sessions at Crystal Dance Stu¬ 
dios in Cleveland Street, Dudley, in aid 
of Breakthrough Breast Cancer. 

Mrs Baker is a student at the dance 


studio and knows Mark and Olga Els- 
bury, the couple who run it, and have 
lent the facility to the golf club for the 
charity activities. 

As well as the weekly classes, there 
will also be a football match at the 
Dell Stadium in Dudley on August 2 
between dancers and golfers, while 
on August 8 there will be a concert 
at the golf club and fundraisers will 


be scaling Ben Nevis on August 14. 
Mrs Baker said she had chosen Break¬ 
through Breast Cancer as she had lost 
friends and relatives to the disease. 

She added over the last three weeks 
£300 had been raised by the fundrais¬ 
ing sessions. 

Two years ago, the golf club raised 
£4,000 for the fight against children’s 
cancer by holding similar events. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Smart move is 
just the ticket 

A SMART card system is 
to be extended across the 
West Midlands rail net¬ 
work, the Government has 
announced. 

The Swift card will be 
rolled out across the region 
as part of a £620,000 gov¬ 
ernment investment over 
the next two years. 

Passengers will be able 
to use the smart cards at 
the redeveloped Birming¬ 
ham New Street from Sep¬ 
tember. 

The expansion for smart 
ticketing, which is cur¬ 
rently used on buses, was 
announced by Transport 
Minister Baroness Kramer. 

Swift is currently ac¬ 
cepted on 10 different bus 
operators covering approx¬ 
imately 100 routes across 
the West Midlands. 

Centro chairman Coun¬ 
cillor John McNicholas 
said: “I am delighted that 
our smart ticketing pro¬ 
gramme is to receive such 
a boost.” 

Speaker’s link to 
Charles Dickens 

A GROUP celebrating the 
history of the Black Coun¬ 
try will welcome a descend¬ 
ant of Charles Dickens. 

The Black Country Soci¬ 
ety lecture is at the Black 
Country Living Museum on 
April 22 at 7.30pm, when 
the speaker is Lucinda 
Hawksley, great great 
granddaughter of Dickens, 
who has just completed a 
lecture tour of America. 

He will reveal how his 
books changed Victorian 
society. Admission is £2. 
See www.blackcountryso- 
ciety.co.uk 
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July festival to 
honour strikers 

A FESTIVAL will celebrate a group of Black 
Country women’s ground-breaking indus¬ 
trial victory. 

The event in Cradley Heath will bring to 
life the victory of the women chainmakers 
of Cradley Heath through drama, dance, 
poetry and performance. 

The 1910 Women Chainmakers’ strike, 
led by Mary Macarthur and supported by 
the women of Cradley Heath, was pivotal in 
labour history. It saw hundreds of low-paid 
women win the dispute, which in turn laid 
the foundations for today’s national mini¬ 
mum wage. 

A statue of the campaigner now stands in 
Mary Macarthur Gardens in the town. 

The event will take place in Cradley 
Heath High Street on Sunday, July 12, from 
11am to 6pm. 

Previous events have seen Tony Benn 
once addressing the crowds and sing¬ 
er-songwriter Billy Bragg performing. 


New era for health as urgent 
care centre opens at hospital 


A NEW urgent care centre was set to 
officially opens its doors at Russells 
Halls Hospital in Dudley this week. 

The facility was opening yesterday 
(Wednesday), replacing the walk-in centre 
at Holly Hall and marking the start of a 
new era for healthcare in the borough. 

It has been designed to take the pressure off 
the busy A&E and Dr Joanne Taylor, medical 
service head for the emergency department, 
said: “The urgent care centre will be a single 
place for patients with urgent or emergency 
medical needs to be seen and treated by the 
most appropriate professional.” 

All patients needing urgent treatment will ar¬ 


rive at the hospital through the emergency de¬ 
partment. They will be assessed by a nurse who 
will decide whether they need to go to the urgent 
care centre or the emergency department. 

If their condition is not believed to be urgent, 
they may be referred to their GP. 

Bites 

Health chiefs say this takes the decision mak¬ 
ing out of patients’ hands and should reduce the 
number of people being treated in A&E who do 
not need to be there. 

The urgent care centre has four consult¬ 
ing rooms and will treat patients with minor 
illnesses and injuries that need urgent atten¬ 
tion such as minor burns and bites, fever and 


raised temperatures, mild breathing difficulties 
and cuts and scrapes. It has been operating on a 
trial basis between 10am and 10pm for the past 
month. During that time, doctors and nurses 
have seen on average 40 to 50 patients a day. 
But they expect the number to increase to more 
than 100 when the centre is open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

Dr Nabell Malik, from Mailing Health, which 
has been awarded a five-year £18million con¬ 
tract, said: “We’re working closely with the 
emergency department to make sure patients 
are seen in the right place. 

“The aim is to remove the decision making 
from the patient which means we can make sure 
patients are in the right place.” 


Easter events 
at attraction 

FUN activities will be taking place at a 
Shropshire beauty spot during the Easter 
school holidays. 

Severn Valley Country Park, near 
Bridgnorth, is holding a host of events 
daily from 11am to 5pm. 

A trail has been laid by the park rangers 
for youngsters to see if they can find the 
characters from The Snow Queen. Maps 
cost £2. 

On Wednesday, April 8 children can 
make clay collages to decorate Ethelfle- 
da’s well. 

There will also be a geocache Easter 
egg hunts on April 10. Working in teams, 
visitors will be able to use a handheld 
GPS unit to navigate around the park to 
search for treasure chests. There are two 
sessions. 

Events at the park near Alveley are 
£3.50 per child. Call 01746 781 192. 
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Lewis acting up 
for drama role 



Lewis Hughes, of Halesown College, is in the produc- 

A DRAMA student is taking a starring role in a new film 
highlighting the dangers of sexual exploitation. 

The film called Anybody’s Child had its official red carpet 
premiere at the Showcase Cinema, Dudley. 

Halesowen College drama student Lewis Hughes is act¬ 
ing in the production which is a educational film informing 
families and young people of the signs of sexual exploita¬ 
tion. 

It has been sent to every school in the UK and was pro¬ 
duced by ChatBack Productions. 

The film follows the character of 14-year-old Charlie 
Owen who gets exploited by her older boyfriend Dan Har¬ 
ris, played by Lewis. 

Lewis said: “I loved every second of making the film but 
portraying the character of Dan was terrifying. I hated the 
character and it opened by eyes.” 

Kurt Cook, Drama Lecturer at Halesowen College, said: 
“Lewis is studying A level drama at College and it is great 
to see him putting his skills to the test.” 

HSBC is to relocate 
1,000 jobs to Brum 

INTERNATIONAL banking giant HSBC is moving 1,000 
jobs from London to Birmingham as its sets up the new 
head office for its UK banking business. 

The world’s second largest bank is taking a 250-year 
lease on a new 210,000 sq ft office block that will be built 
as part of the £400 million Arena Central development in 
the city centre. The legal documents are due to be signed 
in the next few days with work starting on the site in June. 

HSBC says it will start moving jobs from its base in Ca¬ 
nary Wharf to Birmingham in 2017. 

The operation being moved to the West Midlands is its 
‘ring-fenced’ British retail and commercial banking busi¬ 
ness. 

New regulations that come into force in 2019 mean all 
the UK’s big banks have to split their ordinary banking op¬ 
erations from their riskier investment banking, to protect 
taxpayers from having to bail out the banks again. 


Independent ‘Familu Oumed ‘Funeral ‘Directors 


*Trevor E.W. Hickton Lti 


‘Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath ‘B64 5SLE 01384 569569 


About The Company 

Trevor E W Hickton Funeral Directors are a long established firm based in 
Cradley Heath. Formerly know as J.E.W. Hickton & Sons the company 
was established in 1909 and has been serving Cradley Heath, Halesowen 
and all the surrounding towns and areas since. In 1909 Joe Hickton a well 
known carpenter, builder, undertaker, local counsellor and one time 
Mayor of Rowley Regis, opened a dedicated funeral home located in 
Lower High Street, Cradley Heath to focus on the funeral directing side of 
business. Along with his wife Rose, the local midwife. They became a 
large part of the local community, with the local saying being “she brings 
them in to the world, and he takes them out!” Their son William ‘Bill’ 
Hickton came in to the business in 1937 and the father and 
son partnership began carrying out funerals across Cradley Heath and 
the surrounding areas, with Bill eventually taking over the business in 
1957 after Joe retired. Bill’s son Trevor came in to the 
business in 1971 working closely with his father to continue building the 
company reputation. 

Trevor inherited J. E. W. Hickton Funeral Directors after his father Bill 
passed away in 2000. In 2005 the company was registered as a Limited 
UK company along with a name change to what it is today, Trevor E.W. 
Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors. Trevor’s son Ross came in to the business 
in 2006, followed by his other son Greg in 2010 and finally by his 
daughter Jodie in 2014. 

The family all work together along with a team of long standing and hard 
working staff. The office staff comprise of former Springfield Post Office 
manager Mandy Parsons, who looks after the on going funeral 
arrangements assisted by Jodie, and Kate Davis who has worked for the 
company for 15 years. Kate is also the company Stone Masonry manager. 

In 2014 a brand new dedicated funeral home was built on the grounds of 
the original funeral home in Lower High Street, to support the needs of the 
business. Now with three private chapels of rest, three family 
arrangement rooms and a private working office. The company is able to 
cater to all needs and requirements of their clients in a friendly and 
inviting funeral home. 

In late 2008 the company took over ownership of Richard Hadley Funeral 
Services in Colley Gate, Halesowen. Elaine and Anne continued on in 
their roles of working in the office supporting the families and local area. 

In 2015 the decision was made to renovate the funeral home in Colley 
Gate with a new reception area and particularly a new shop frontage. 

The office name was changed to incorporate the Hickton name as many 
local families were using the office who had before came to Hicktons in 
Cradley Heath at their time of need, they now have a closer location. 



New Reception Area at Hicktons 

Have you thought about taking a 

Pre Paid funeral Plan out ivith us l 

A funeral plan leaves nothing 
to chance and provides 
peace of mind for you and 
those you care about 



Ross Hickton Greg Hickton 
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( On each funeral we conduct, there mill 
always Be a member of the Hickton 
family loo kitty after you on the day. 

‘ Therefore, ensuring the highest of 
standards and care ” 



Trevor Hickton 

2A Hour Service 
We cover aH local areas 
Ere Paid funeral Elans 
Modem & Classic Vehicles 
Payment Elans 
Simple funerals 
PWE Help & Advice 
Modem Premises 
With over 100 years etcperience we feel we are 
Best placed to help you, and your family at your 
time of need. We have modem and inviting 
funeral homes that ivillfeel like your own home. 
Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers and 
directors willyuide you through the process at 
your time and convenience. 

We are happy to visit you at home or in our 
offices, to discuss prepaid funeral plans or an at 
need funeral arrangement. 


Please Visit: www.HPWHickton.co.uki 

for more information and virtual tour of our premises 


App Store 


ezulii ‘Kefurlisfied EalesozL'en ‘Branch Office : 


% Hadley & Hickt on 

36-38, Windmill Hill, 

Colley (fate Halesowen \ • New Reception Area at Colley Gi 

E63 2EZ 01384 636606 
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New Reception Area at Colley Gate 


New Office Frontage at Colley Gate 
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Advertisement 

Birmingham Dogs’ Home has a long and notable history in the care and 
protection of rescuing strays from the city streets of Birmingham and 
surrounding towns and villages in the West Midlands. 


It was founded in 1892 on land 
that was made available by the 
late Sir Alfred Gooch Bart in 
New Canal Street, Birmingham, 
and proudly displayed the 
heading ‘Birmingham Home 
for Lost and Starving Dogs’ 
above its doors, a sign that is 
still present on the building, 
having been restored by its 
current owners. 


Almost 100 years later - in 1987 - 
the Duchess of York officially opened 
the New Bartholomew Street home, 
which had been purpose-built to 
provide shelter and protection for over 
150 abandoned dogs in comfortable 
kennel blocks with adjacent facilities, 
such as its own vets’ clinic, puppy 
unit and isolation block. 

The home is a charity which can 
only survive through the generosity 
and support of the general public and 


benefactors from the local community. 
Without this we would be unable to 
carry on the vital work of rescuing and 
rehoming abandoned dogs. 

Rescued 

We at Birmingham Dogs’ Home 
are here primarily to ensure that the 
abandoned dogs coming into our 
care are rescued from their plight, 
reunited with owners who may have 
lost them or rehomed to families 
that will respect and nurture them. 


Our rehoming procedure is 
designed and operated principally 
to be both practical and fair. It takes 
into consideration the high number 
of dogs brought into our homes on a 
daily and weekly basis as well as our 
desire to find the best possible home 
for each individual dog in our care. 

The public are free to walk around 
our homes to view our dogs at any 
time during our opening hours of 
Monday to Saturday 11am - 4.45pm, 
but they should be aware that not 
all dogs are available for rehoming. 
Some are stray dogs due to be 
claimed by their owners while others 
are under assessment by our staff 
for either medical or behavioural 
concerns. 

Once you have spent time with 
one of our dogs and are satisfied 
that you would like to offer the dog a 
home, our rehoming staff will take you 
through the various stages required 
to complete the process. No pressure 
is placed on anyone to offer a dog 
a home. We do stress, however, 
to anyone considering this option 
that they must take as much time 
necessary before deciding to reserve 
a dog in our care. 

Abandoned 

Your help brings hope and happy 
tomorrows for abandoned dogs 

Fundraising is the life’s blood of 
Birmingham Dogs’ Home. Without it 
we simply could not exist. 

With no Government funding, we 
survive purely through the generous 
contributions of the general public, 
interested companies, groups, 
organisations and kind-hearted 
individuals who may or may not have 
purchased dogs from us and have 
remembered us in their Wills. 

Legacies and other contributions 
are valued beyond compare and allow 
us to carry on providing care and 
protection for unwanted dogs. 

This ensures that we can continue 
to rescue these unfortunate animals, 
oversee their welfare and good health 
and treat any conditions with first 
class veterinary attention all with one 
aim in mind ... to see them happily re¬ 
homed to loving new families. 

Our highly trained kennel team do 
the rest with loving pastoral care prior 
to their four-legged charges leaving 
for pastures new. 

There are various fundraising 
routes available for those who wish to 
donate. Whichever, we at Birmingham 
Dogs’ Home are deeply indebted to 
those of you who work so tirelessly to 
help us help them ... 


Dogs 

'Home 




ik. 






n WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home• Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

P)eZse call 

0121 643 S211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 


vwww.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If you cannot rehomelyou can help ua with donations or sponsorship 

10 New Bartholomew Street •[Birmingham B5 5QS 













Tennis club takes advantage of 
auction to snap up iconic dress 



Fiona Walker, the woman in the famous tennis Athena poster 



Poster girl Fiona, of Stourbridge, with a copy of the iconic image 


A MYSTERY buyer who snapped up the white tennis dress 
worn in the iconic Athena tennis girl poster for more than 
£15,000 has been revealed. 

Model Fiona Walker, from Stourbridge, was the young lady in the 
saucy shot depicting a player cheekily hitching up her skirt. 

And now it has emerged the dress worn in the well-known image was pur¬ 
chased by the museum at Wimbledon at auction last year. 

The All-England Tennis Club paid 
£15,500 last July for both the dress 
and racket made famous in the 1970s 
poster, but at the time chose to keep 
its identity a secret. 

But the home of tennis, at SW19, 
has now unveiled the handmade 
dress as an exhibit and invited Carol 
Knotts, who made the outfit all those 
years ago, along as a guest of honour. 

Officials at the club were forced 
to apologise recently after using the 
image to advertise its powerful post¬ 
ers event at Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum. 

It prompted a volley of criticism 
and claims of sexism on social media 
after the club tweeted a photo of the 
iconic poster. 

Thrilled 


Although the tweet was taken 
down, officials said the image would 
still form part of the exhibition. 
Carol, who lives in Gloucestershire 
and is a personal injury and clinical 
negligence barrister, said she was 
thrilled the club purchased the dress. 

“It could have gone to anyone, 
private collectors, celebrities, who 
knows?” she said. 

“But I am so pleased Wimbledon 
considered it important enough to 
feature in their museum so it can be 
enjoyed by everyone.” 

As a teenager, Carol played tennis 
at her local club in Stourbridge and 
made the dress from a pattern. 

One day her friend Fiona asked to 
borrow the dress and the racket for 
a photo shoot with then-boyfriend 
Martin Elliott. 


Report by Lee Watton 

Mr Elliott, who died in 2010, sold 
the image rights to Athena and the 
poster went on to sell more than two 
million copies. Carol said before last 
year’s auction, held at Fieldings Auc¬ 
tioneers, in Stourbridge, she had the 
dress tucked away in a cupboard at 
her home. 

“When I first thought about selling 
it a few years ago I did think about 
offering it to the Wimbledon mu¬ 
seum but I really didn’t think they 
would be interested. 

“I can’t quite believe that the dress 
I used to wear to play tennis in will 
now be part of the Wimbledon Mu¬ 
seum collection. It’s incredible.” 

The dress was sold on the day of 
the Wimbledon ladies’ singles final 
last July between Petra Kvitova 
and Eugenie Bouchard, and at the 
time was expected to make between 
£1,000 and £2,000. 

But bids flooded in for the piece of 
poster history - including one as far 
away as New Zealand. 

Bidders battled it out in person, 
over the phone and on the internet 
as they tried to secure the dress. 

Carol was called to the bar in 1996. 

Fiona Walker, from Oldswinford, 
was an 18-year-old art student when 
she posed for the photo in 1976 at 
Edgbaston Tennis Club. 

Mrs Walker refused to comment 
on the recent furore surrounding the 
image, while some Twitter users said 
they did not believe the image was 
controversial. 


Luxurious office suites set in a most 
stunning location i, just 3 minutes 
away from the A/16 junction 7 7 
and M54 junction 7. 


The primary reception area at Hilton Hall will give your visitors 
a professional, efficient and welcoming atmosphere. 

Our dedicated team will help provide the ideal backdrop for all 
your modern business requirements. 

An inspiring location which can accommodate a range of different 
services within the Midlands and Staffordshire area. 


WELCOME TO 


• Serviced and virtual offices facilities • Corporate Hospitality • Team Building & Training 

• Meeting/Conference Room • Product Launches • Free 24/7 Secure Car Park 



Corporate/Private Events 

Weddings/Civil 

Ceromonies/Partnership 


HILTON HALL 


Hilton Lane Essington, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire WVI I 2BQ 


Tel: 01902 863030 Email: reception@hiltonhall.co.uk Web: www.hiltonhall.co.uk 


We have excellent transport links with easy access to M54 & M6. 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 





Loft & Garage 

conversions 


for price of double 


windows 


Midlands Manufacture 
Over 50,000 soft factory 
VISITS ARRANGED 


wS S £/Srt 


Ri a c°^f rench / 

Bl-Folds Do ot - R 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 gggm/ 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 


Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 
FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 


www.hispecwindows.co.ulc hispec-sales@outloolc.com 

*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 
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PLUMBMASTER 




EASYVAPOUR 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 




(BIRMINGHAM) LTD 

Builder and Timber Merchants 

• Timber • Cement 

• Bricks/ Blocks 

• Tiles • Sand • PVC 
All Building materials 

supplied 





We stock a wide range of electronic 
cigarettes, mods & e-liquids 


• NO FLAME • NO ASH • NO TAR 


* NO ODOUR • JUST VAPOUR 


100 Three Shire Oak Road, Smethwick B67 5BT 
0121 429 6526 
www.easyvapour4u.com 



'i^iujSuuitiSiacesBici 
MBpuuncls on display 
KpRegistered Gas Safe Fitter 

® NO PRESSURE - £\ 

You choose the model required 


NO NEED FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT 


CLOSED EASTER 
SUNDAY & 
s. MONDAY ^ 




Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd., High Street, 
Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 


✓ Cars & Lights ✓ MOT’S 
Commercials arranged 

✓ Brakes ✓ Diagnosti 


✓ All Makes 
& Models 

✓ Servicing 


l^mFFERsvNsmwm^m 

01384380982 / 07896942565 


4a, Chester Road, Cradley Heath, B64 6AA 
Opening times Mon - Fri 8.30-6.00 Sat 8.30-5.00 


✓ Diagnostics 

✓ Brakes 

✓ Exhausts 

✓ Timing Belts 

✓ Clutches 





Repairs; Spares , Sales 

All major brands repaired, also built in 
appliances, electric cookers, dishwashers, 
washing machines etc. 

Brand new, reconditioned appliances available 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, Blackheath, B65 OEH 
0121 5613785 


SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC 

Complete Electrical Wholesale Supplier 

EASTER SPECIAL OFFER 

LED BULBS, CABLES 
AND CONSUMER UNITS FOR TRADE 


9 New Street, Smethwick, B66 2AJ 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 Mob: 07976 285 398 
E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 


CHAPMAN’S CHIPPY 


Cone of Chips £1.00 

Regular Chips £1.30 Large Chips £2.30 




Home of the famous ( 

ONLY £2.5 


0 As featured in the 
Express and Star 


peas, salad, curry and then eat the basket!!! 


SPECIALS Fish Special £1.90 Kebab Meat & Chips £1.90 
Burger Special £2.40 Pie Special £2.40 


32 Whitehall Road, West Bromwich B70 OHE 

TELEPHONE 0121 557 1407 




Powke Lane 
Cradley Heath 
B64 5QR 


4 1 


Finest Handmade Cues, 

Cases and Accessories Billiards 





Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 


112 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 


DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

FROM FIELD TO PLATE WITH COMPLETE 
INTEGRITY IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages ♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies ♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties ♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Homemade Burgers ♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 

ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 ONU ^01562710422 






































































answerthe questions 


priswer^toinraadress 1 


fflug? ® « 

(SB MEM, • 

1 . h Z 

1. Which advertiser has over 100 fireplaces on display? 







2. Which advertiser supplies Crown Imperial Kitchens? 


3. What are the fragrances of the month at Something Special? 


4. Which advertiser’s postcode is B66 2AJ? 


i 5. Who has cabins available all year round? 


i 6. Which advertiser’s phone number ends in 96526? 


Send your entries to: RYAN COOPER (10/4/15) Chronicle Competition, 
BLACK LAKE, WEST BROMWICH B70 0QB 



sj 01597811422 
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www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


^Spoil Yourself 2 

Book a Lodge with a 

Hot Tub - 






Want to learn 
something 
new? 


RUNNING 
LOTS OF 
ACTIVITIES OVER 
THE EASTER 
HOLIDAYS CALL 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
OR TO BOOK 
A PLACE 



• Holiday Activities 

• School Groups 

• Adult/Children 
Group Bookings 

• Stabled & Grass Livery 

• DIY Livery and much more 


Sandwell Valley Riding Stables have 35 years experience with 
qualified staff and are members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Sandwell Valley Riding Centre 
Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich B70 3SU 

0121 588 2103 / 07900 188079 
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 



Have moved 


49 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 



Suppliers of all construction materials: 

• Bricl :s l • Plaster 

• Bloc! re • Roofing materials 

• Sand & gravel • Electrical 

• Cement • Gardening 

• Timber 


Tel: 0121 552 8004 | 0121 544 4409 | 07957 491938 


Something/ 


Probably the only small pets and 
animals motel in town 

• Small Pets Motel 

• Pet food and 
supplies sold 

• Small friendly 
family business 






Unit 8, Dudley Port Business Centre, Dudley Port DY4 7RQ 


Barking Glad Salon 


gifts and greeting cards for every occasion 


Dog Grooming Pick up and Return available 

Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B634JU 

0121 5507446 
07790981341 

irenaszirtes@yahoo.co.uk 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 


H 


4 4 
$1 


i•» 
■ « 


A 




Stockists of: 

Cards 
Parytwear 
Handbags 
Purses 
Jewellery 
l Watches 
I Gifts for: 
Men 
Ladies 
Birthdays 
Wedding 
Anniversaries 
Baby 
Christening 
Communion 
Confirmation 
Graduation 


Stockists of 
yankee candle 


9 


April Fragrance of the 
Month is Sicilian Lemon 


25 % 0FF RRP 


7 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, B62 9AA 
(opposite Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

Tel: 0121 602 2660 Ukeui0 „ 

www.somethingspecial.org.uk Facebook 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic 
.views with red kites soaring overhead. 
=-Stunning location and excellent touring centre. 
"Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round 
availability. Superb holiday accommodation. 
PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


JOHN! HARRIS 


new premises at 


House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 





c > m • j 

Stockist of 
chairs to make 
sitting and 
rising easier 



Recliner 

Chairs 


Ortho 

Chairs 


•Divan Beds «Bed Frames • Mattresses 


\ 


iff 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 
Now open Saturday 10am 2pm, 


Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
d all day Thursday* Private car park 



NEED TO MAKE A WILL? 


Solicitors 

and 

U CANCER 
RESEARCH 
UK 


Have Teamed Up to Offer You a FREE WILL! 


Local Solicitors, Baches, can help you make or 
update your Will completely FREE OF CHARGE 
under Cancer Research UK’s FreeWill Scheme. 


There is no catch! If you (or your partner 
if you are in a couple) are over 55, you will 
qualify for a FREE simple Will, with only the 
hope of support for the charity, 
but no obligation! 

It is that easy! 



To contact us TODAY, call experienced Solicitor 

Helen Jolly on 0121 553 3286 

or email her at: helen.jolly@baches.co.uk 
FREE PARKING available at our office in West Bromwich 


Home Selections 


Quadro Pre Assembled Kitchen Units 
□nly 3 Sets Available 
Call NQW - First Come First Served 


ii 


5ia 

M 


SUPPLIERS 
OF CROWN 
IMPERIAL 
KITCHENS 



1 3 Units • 1 Worktop Alu Plinth • Slow 
Close Hinges • Handles • 5 Drawer Stack 

£799 

[cam and dowel 1 8mm carcase) 


Britannia Street, Tividale, 
Oldbury BB9 2PG 
□ 121 557 7222 
www. ubhikitchens. co. uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A Home From Home Feel 


Yew Tree Nursing Home is a well 
established home located in 
the picturesque rural village of 
Romsley, close to the Post Office, 
Shops and Pub. 

With 41 bedrooms over 2 floors the home 
is set in extensive grounds with both 
patio areas and sun terraces overlooking 
the beautiful countryside and beyond. 
There is also a secluded and enclosed 
ornamental patio area which is accessible 
at anytime enabling the residents to 
grow herbs and vegetables and to take 
part in gardening activities as part of 
their daily living. Alternatively, residents 
can just relax in one of the many seating 
areas and enjoy the fresh air and peaceful 
location of the home with only the sound 
of the wind chimes, the water feature 
and occasionally the hens or pony saying 




hello to break the ambience. 

There are 4 lounges to choose from 
each with its own unique personality. 
The front lounge is located within our 
specialised Dementia Unit which has 
recently undergone a full refurbishment. 
The Garden Lounge is the largest in the 
home with a bright and airy feel with 
countrywide views and accessibility for 


all residents to the outside Sun Terrace. 
We also have 2 quaint lounges which have 
a more private, intimate and relaxing 
environment, ideal for family visits and 
special occasions. 

Yew Tree Nursing Home also has its own 
pets. We have Duncan the Shetland Pony, 
Gemma the Cat, Joe the budgerigar, John 
and James the Guinea Pigs and a brood of 
hens collectively called the Cheeky Girls. 
Pets often expand the sociability of older 
people and have a positive benefit on our 
residents well-being. 

Yew Tree have also been awarded the 
‘Gold Standards Framework’ in Care 
Homes. The GSF (Gold Standards 
Framework) is a systematic, evidence 
based approach to optimising care for all 
patients approaching the end of their life. 




Yew Tree Nursing Home also organise 
day trips throughout the Spring and 
Summer and also have Stag and Hen 
Parties whenever a member of staff is 
getting married. 

Yew Tree Nursing Home aims to provide 
its residents with a secure, relaxed and 
homely environment in which their 
care, well-being and comfort is of prime 
importance. All staff will preserve and 
maintain dignity, individuality and 
privacy of all residents within a warm 
and caring environment and in doing 
so will be sensitive to the residents ever 
changing needs. 

For any further information or to 
arrange a visit please call Carol 
Lightwood (Home Manager) of Vicky 
Mills (Business Manager) on 01562 
710809 



Yew 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 0NX 

Tel: 01562 710809 
www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 


NURSING 

HOME 


WE OFFER 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 


Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 
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All aboard 

The Ghost Train is 
on its way-Page 23 


British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - 
Winner of the top restaurant 'UK' British Fusion 
Chef of the year 2007/2008 


CONTEMPORARY CUISINE 

"Your award winning restaurant" 
Curry Chef of the Year 2010-2011 


Restaurant of Distinction • Fully Refurbished • Fully Licensed • Bring Your Own Wine • Fully Air Conditioned 

1^^^^ SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, Warley, West Midlands B65 0HG 
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“thefastticket 


Listings for April 3-9 


It's Ml huppenin/t 

1 * BIRMINGHAM J 

ft 


(jOj) GENTING ARENA 

barclaycard 
^ arena 



# 22 & 23 Jun 2015 # 18.19.25 & 26 Sep 2015 



# 13 & 15 Dec2015 # 11 - 14Jun 2015 

• GENTINGARENA.CO.UK 0044 338 8000 

• BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.UK theticketfactory.com • 



INTERNATIONAL 



i SPEND £50 OR MORE AND GET £10 CASH BACK 

j or FREE BOTTLE OF WINE FOR A TABLE 

I WITH MAIN DISHES WHEN 4 OR MORE PERSONS DINING IN. 

! Offers apply on Fridays & Saturdays till 11 pn 
\ You must produce this coupon to receive offer. 


DISH DASH OFFER FOR EASIER SUNDAY EVENING 

QUALITY WINE £5 A BOTTLE 
BOTTLES OFBUDWEISEB OB STBONGBOW £1 

Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, serving over 27 
years at the heart of Halesowen and Quinton 

The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90 % fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 

Newly Refurbished 
FREE Home Delivery [2 mile Radius] 



Simday-Thursday 
DishDash 4-Course Meal £7.95 
Bring your own wine & beer only 

Wt 3 Star-Enviranmental Heal 01® Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilsliaillnternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 


Nicki 

Minaj 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

Rap’s reigning queen brings The 
Pinkprint Tour to Birmingham 
on Friday. The tour also features 
Grammy Award-nominated R&B 
superstar Trey Songz. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


The Chuckles 
Of Oz 



Saturday, 2pm & 5pm 
Grand Theatre, W’ton 
Take a glimpse into The Emerald City 
in a show packed with all the 
ingredients of a family show which will 
include audience participation and 
laugh-out-loud comedy. 

Visit www.thegrandtheatre.co.uk 


Lee 

Nelson 



Saturday - Stafford Gatehouse 
Sunday - Wulfrun, W’ton 
Lee Nelson is back with a brand new 
suit and a new stand-up show full of 
fresh gags. He appears in Stafford 
on Saturday and will be in 
Wolverhampton on Sunday. 

Visit venue websites 


Gadget Show 
Live 



Tuesday - April 12, from 9am 
NEC, B’ham 

The Gadget Show Live is returning to 
the NEC Birmingham for its 7th year. 
The Gadget Show brings the very best 
and very latest tech under one roof for 
you to try and buy. 

Visit www.thenec.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Nicki Minaj 

Friday at 7.30pm, 

£45.14-£56.39 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham, 

B1 2PZ. Call 0121 780 4141 

ELO Again 

Friday at 7.30pm, £12 - £15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Paul Parker & Friends 

Saturday at 7.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

We Will Rock Yow 

Friday at 8pm, £3 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Limehouse Lizzy 

Sun at 8pm, £12 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

Dirty DC 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£9-£13 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Definitely Might Be 

Sun at 7.30pm, 7.30pm, 

£8 - £11.25 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Talon - Best Of Eagles 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

£14.50-£24.25 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

The Solid Silver 60s Show 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£24.50 - £29 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Buddy and the Illegal Crickets 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£15 - £16 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Of Mice & Men 

Friday at 6pm, £18.56 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Edgar Broughton 

Wed at 7.30pm, £13-£15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Ian Parker & his band 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

£12.50-£14.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Sleeping With Sirens & Pierce 
The Veil 

Wed at 6pm, £22.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Miles Hunt Book Reading 

Sun at 8pm, £16.50 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552106 

Box Of Light 

Sun at 7pm, £7.05 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

JAZZ & BLUES 

Rattlesnake Jake 

Friday at 8pm - 2am, £5 
Moochers, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 PH. 

Call 01384 671141 

The Harp Live Jazz (April) 

Sun at 12.30pm, Tue at 8.30pm, 
Free 

The Harp Hotel, Albrighton, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV7 3JF. 

Call 01902 374381 

RNB& SOUL 

An Evening with The Atlantic 
Players 

Friday at 8pm, £8.00 Adv 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Irish Session 

Wed at 8pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

Brewood Acoustic Club 
Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8pm, £2(£1 singers) 
Brewood Cricket Club, 

ST19 9HX. 

Call 01902 850422 

Sandpiper Folk Club Night 

Wed at 7.45pm, £2 
Pigot Arms, Pattingham, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 7BQ. 

Call 01902 700207 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

G4 

Sun at 7.30pm, £29 

Town Hall Birmingham, B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Good Friday Bach St Matthew 
Passion 

Friday at 2pm, £9.50 - £40 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

CBeebies Live! 

Tue at 1.30pm, 4.45pm, 

£19.18-£33.74 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Derren Brown 

Friday, Saturday, Sun at 7.30pm, 
Tue, Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£39.90 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Tall Stories: The Snail and the 
Whale 

Thu at 1.30pm, 4.30pm, 

£8 - £28 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

The Chuckles of Oz 

Saturday at 2pm, 5pm, 

£12.75-£16.90 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Shrek the Musical 

Friday, Saturday, Tue, Wed, Thu 
at 7.30pm, Sun at 1pm, 5pm, 
Saturday at 2.30pm, 

£18.50-£45 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Rent 

Friday at 7.30pm, £10 
Wolverhampton Grammar 
School, V3 9RB. 

Call 01902 421326 

David Lacey 

Friday at 7.30pm, £10 - £14 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

The Business of Murder.. 

Friday, Saturday at 7.30pm, 
Saturday at 2.30pm, 

£11 - £25 

Lichfield Garrick Theatre and 
Studio, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Beautiful Thing 

Friday, Saturday, Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu at 7.45pm, Friday, Saturday 
at 2.30pm, £30 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

The Basil Brush Show 

Friday at 11 am, 2.30pm, 

£12-£45 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

And This Is My Friend Mr Laurel 

Thu at 2.30pm, £11 - £25 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

DogFight 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50 
Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. Call 01902 321321 

The Ghost Train 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, Wed at 
2.30pm, £12-£25.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

The Saltley Stories 

Mon at 6pm, 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 


COMEDY 

Lee Nelson 

Saturday at 7.30pm, 

£20 - £22 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Sun at 7pm, £20 - £22 
The Wulfrun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 3HH. 

Call 01902 552106 

Patrick Monahan 

Thu at 7.30pm, £14 
The Old Joint Stock, 
Birmingham, B2 5NY. 

Call 0121 200 1892 

Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 7pm, £5-£19.50 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Andrew Lawrence 

Thu at 7pm, £12-£15.40 
The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552106 

A Black Country Night Out 

Wed at 7.30pm, £18 
The Rose Theatre, 
Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

Fitz of Laughter 

Friday at 7.30pm, £5 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

TALKS 

Zulu Dawn 

Wed at 4.30pm - 5.30pm, 

Free 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

ART EXHIBITIONS 

Wolverhampton: New Art West 
Midlands 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Free 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. Call 01902 552055 

The Current Situation 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Free 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Life on the Cut 

Friday, Tue, Wed, Thu at 10am 
- 5pm, Saturday at 10am - 4pm, 
Free 

Walsall Museum,WS1 1TR. 

Call 01922 653116 

Watercolour Society 
Exhibition 

Friday, Saturday, Sun, Mon, 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 11 am - 4pm, 
Free 

Weston Park, Telford, 

TF11 8LE. 

Call 01952 852100 


Enjoy Art Exhibition Series 

Friday, Saturday, Sun, Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Thu at 11am, Free 
The Shugborough Estate, 
Stafford, ST17 0XB. 

Call 01889 881388 

OTHER EVENTS 

Disney On Ice presents 

Friday, Saturday, Sun at 3pm, 
7pm, Saturday, Sun at 11am, 
£19.18-£46.62 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Gadget Show Live 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 9am, 

£22.99 - £31.99 
National Exhibition Centre, 
Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Transport Show 

Sun, Mon at 10.30am - 5pm, 

£3-£9 
Weston Park, 

Weston-under-Lizard, Telford, 

TF11 8LE. Call 01952 852100 

EASTER HOLIDAY 

EVENTS 

Easter Rockschool 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 10am - 3pm, 
£60 

Newhampton Arts Centre, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Easter Family Fun Day 

Mon at 10.30am - 4pm, Free 
Walsall Leather Museum, WS2 
8EQ. Call 01922 721153 

Easter Eggventures 

Friday at 10am - 5pm, 

Saturday, Sun at 2pm - 5pm, 

£1.50 - £3.50 

Selly Manor Museum, 

Birmingham, B30 1UB. 

Call 0121 472 0199 

Make a Felted Egg 

Tue at 11 am -12.30pm, 1.30pm - 
3pm, £3 

Bilston Craft Gallery, Mount 
Pleasant, Bilston, WV14 7LU. 

Call 01902 552507 

Make a Spring Posey 

Thu at 11 am -12.30pm, 1.30pm - 
3pm, £3 

Bilston Craft Gallery, Mount 
Pleasant, Bilston, WV14 7LU. 

Call 01902 552507 

Stagecoach Easter Workshop 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 9.30am - 4pm, 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Cadbury Easter Egg Trail 

Saturday, Sun, Mon at 11am - 
4pm, £2.50 
Moseley Old Hall, 

Featherstone, Wolverhampton, 
WV10 7HY. 

Call 01902 782808 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 23 


Master of illusion 
prays for a Miracle 



‘Magic is based in dishonesty. So you have to work harder to make it have artistic merit or relevance,’ says Derren Brown 


MIND-BENDING master of illusion 
Derren Brown is bringing his latest 
show, Miracle, to the West Midlands 
to amaze and baffle audiences. 

Previous shows Svengali and In¬ 
famous have left packed venues 
stunned. This will be his seventh pro¬ 
duction since 2003 but the award-win¬ 
ning showman, who uses psychology 
to create the illusion of supernatural 
powers, is giving few clues on what to 
expect this time. 


“As ever, I ask people to keep the 
contents of the show a secret,” says 
the two-time Olivier Award winner. 

“But I can certainly say that this 
show has a more philosophical fla¬ 
vour and looks at ways of thinking 
that may make us happier. 

“In some ways it’s the boldest, most 
contentious show yet. But audiences 
are responding well to it and I just 
love doing it — it’s quite a roller¬ 
coaster. 


Having performed to one and a half 
million people over 13 years, Croy¬ 
don-born Brown says the magic genre 
can continue to break boundaries. 

“Magic is a very childish thing at 
heart: the quickest, most fraudulent 
route to impressing people. It’s based 
in dishonesty. So you have to work 
harder to make it have artistic merit 
or relevance.” 

Miracle will be at Birmingham New 
Alexandra Theatre until April 11. 



ON a dark and stormy night, when a group of passengers are 
stranded at a remote rural railway stop for the night, the station- 
master’s chilling story of a phantom loco that is an omen of death 
apparently begins to come true. 

Arnold Ridley’s comedy thriller The Ghost Train is a British 
classic that is being brought to Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from Tuesday to Saturday, April 7 to 11, in a production starring 
actors Walsall-born Jeffrey Holland and his real life wife Judy 
Buxton. Ridley was inspired to write The Ghost Train after being 
forced to spend the night at Mangotsfield station near Bristol. But 
he is probably best known from his latter years when he played the 
bumbling Private Godfrey in the BBC comedy Dad’s Army. 

Suggested 

The cast for this new production of his best known play will 
also feature some familiar faces from TV comedy, led by Jeffrey 
Holland, no stranger to the railway setting having starred in Oh 
Doctor Beeching! He is best known for the 1980s sitcoms Hi-de-Hi! 
and You Rang M’Lord? 

Educated at Queen Mary’s Grammar School, Jeffrey had no as¬ 
pirations to act until a friend suggested they go to local drama 
group for something to do. He fell victim to the acting bug and, as 
a result, he joined The Minster Players Amateur Dramatic Society 
where, at 19, he decided it was to be an actor’s life for him. He 
went on to formally train at The Birmingham School of Speech 
Training and Dramatic Art and made his professional debut in 
Henry Cecil’s play No Fear Or Favour at the Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, in 1967. 


Dare you catch 
the Ghost Train? 


Soap villain joins 
Grand’s angry men 

ONE of TV’s most popular ac¬ 
tors, Jason Merrells, will lead 
the cast in the upcoming produc¬ 
tion of Twelve Angry Men when 
it is staged at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre in May. 

The classic court drama is 
touring after a successful run in 
London’s West End. 

Merrells, best known for play¬ 
ing Emmerdale villain Declan 
Macey, will play juror number 8 
- the role made famous by Henry 
Fonda in the movie version — 
but will only join the cast at four 
UK venues, including the Grand 
from May 18 to 23. 

His start to TV success was in 
hit hospital drama Casualty and 
he went on to have leading roles 
in Cutting It and Waterloo Road. 


Garbutt coming 
to play the NAC 

VIN Garbutt, who is now back 
in full swing after a long illness, 
is playing at the Newhampton 
Arts Centre, Dunkley Street, 
Whitmore Reans, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on Saturday April 18. 
GARBUTT will be supported by 
Stourbridge blues/folkman Sun- 
jay Brayne. 

The show starts 7.30pm and 
tickets are £12.50 plus a 10 per 
cent booking fee. 

The Woodman Folk Club, 
Ashwood Marina, Kingswinford 
welcomes Liverpudlian Gary 
Edward Jones on Friday April 
17. 

Tickets for members cost £7 
and non-members pay £1 more. 
Shows start around 8.30pm. 


Little Mo makes it 
to Downing Street 

TEN Downing Street comes 
under the spotlight in Steve 
Thompson’s hard-hitting come¬ 
dy Feed The Beast at Birming¬ 
ham Rep Studio Theatre from 
April 16 to May 2. 

The latest play from the Sher¬ 
lock and Doctor Who writer 
looks at the first 100 days of 
a British Prime Minster. The 
cast includes National Theatre 
actor Gerald Kyd as the PM and 
Kacey Ainsworth, who was Lit¬ 
tle Mo in EastEnders, as Down¬ 
ing Street’s chief of staff. 

Director Peter Rowe said: “It 
is rare to be offered the chance 
to direct a new play like Steve’s 
that talks about issues which 
are so of the moment.” 





SUNDAYROAST 

12pm - 4pm 


NEW BAR MENU 

Served between 
12pm - 3pm 5pm - 7pm 


Great Bar...Great Food... 
Great Ent erta inment... 

if Knigms Ques 


FRIDAY* 


3RD APRIL 

DAZZLER' FOLLOWED 
r BY SHANES DISCO 

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 

BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 

SUNDAY 5TH APRIL 

1 SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE / 
1 WITH STARMAKERS 

MONDAY 6TH APRIL 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE ON 
i MONDAY NIGHT 

> TUESDAY 7TH APRIL 

J TUESDAY IT'S ... 

7 PREDATORS KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

THURSDAY 9TH APRIL 

THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE NIGHT 
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eating out 



Sizzle kicks starter with chicken tikka was nicely spiced Vegetable samosas always prove popular Range of dishes available at Regards in Anchor Road, Aldridge 



Tables all nicely laid out and service is spot on 


Highest Regards as restaurant 
curries favour for good service 


GOING for a curry has become 
something of a favourite pastime 
in Blighty. The suggestion of a 
night eating a spicy meat dish 
brings fist pumps from friends 
and family all over the country. 

It’s become as much a part of our 
culture as tea, football and - unfortu¬ 
nately - the term of endearment ‘bae’. 

A good curry can banish a cold; I’m not 
sure a doctor would prescribe one but it 
works. I swear. 

So three of us headed out to Regards in 
Aldridge on one particularly cold, dank 
evening to stick two fingers up to the mis¬ 
erable weather. 

We were ruddy hungry. It’d been a long 
day. So a curry seemed the best remedy to 
our grumbling bellies. We’d been before, 
so knew what to expect. The service, as al- 


By Leigh Sanders 

ways, was spot on from the off. 

Coats were taken immediately. A prime 
seating located near a heater was offered. 
Drinks orders were taken without a pause. 

And so we were left to peruse the menu 
once the pleasantries were completed. The 
choice here is great. There’s a lot of what 
you’d expect - Balti dishes, bhunas, kormas, 
rogans. But there are also some treats too. 

Choice 

Regards offer a selection of combination 
dishes for those feeling under pressure 
from all the choice on offer. Adore two cur¬ 
ries and unsure which one you want today? 
Have them both. This section of the menu 
offers up a variety of options. And if none 
quite suits your taste, just put a quiet re¬ 
quest in and a combination of your choice 


isn’t usually a problem. Regards also claim 
to be specialists in Tawa dishes. Either 
chicken, lamb or prawn, they’re cooked 
with diced onions, green peppers and aro¬ 
matic herbs and spices. 

I opted for the sheek kebab to start. They 
were plump, juicy and full of flavour. Some¬ 
times meat dishes like these can be a lit¬ 
tle dry, but certainly not on this occasion. 
Thumbs up! 

It’s never difficult to catch the eye of a 
member of staff and they attend immedi¬ 
ately. Drinks were topped up and we were 
ready for the mains. 

Here is where the combination dishes 
came into play. Chicken jalfrezi and lamb 
masala arrived, accompanied by pilau rice 
and a cheese naan. 

The portions, again, were spot on. There 
was enough of each curry to get a real taste 
without pushing you over the edge. The rice 


was great at soaking up the sauce and the 
naan, a little light on cheese maybe, cer¬ 
tainly benefitted from a variety of flavours 
to be dipped into. 

What can also be noted here is these 
curries feel quite light for their food type. 
Sometimes Indian food can be too rich and 
heavy, but this is certainly not the case 
here. It makes a nice change. 

Ideal 

However, it must also be said that they’re 
a little light on the spice. This would be the 
ideal place for somebody just starting out on 
their curry voyage; even the medium dishes 
are very kind to the taste buds. Pretty full 
we didn’t feel we could manage a dessert. 

It was not much of a wait for the bill - a 
real bugbear of ours when the opposite oc¬ 
curs and the polite staff more than earned 
their tip. 




GREAT VALUE COACH TOURS 

FS 


Eden Project l 


1 ttoSmesTf'We | 

1 ★Chester b . 

1 Tom 3 ones Tribute act in hotel 
L ★Uandudno's Annual N\av Dav Bank 
Holiday Victorian Extravaganza 


(BrMim 

I 2 FREE Coach Trips 

/ * The Eden Project (admission included) I 
*Brixham Harbour 


Trawelstyle, 


BOOK NOW OR CALL 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


Railway 


Nature’s paradise 


Discover and explore Costa Rica, one of the 
world’s most breathtaking natural treasure-troves. 
From the spectacular wildlife to the wonders of the 
Caribbean rainforest and the Pacific’s blue waters, 
a trip to this tropical paradise is truly magnificent. 

San Jose, the cosmopolitan capital, is where the adventure 
begins. Travel from here through jungle landscapes towards 
the very edge of the Caribbean Sea to reach Tortuguero 
National Park. 

Two nights are spent in the Mawamba Lodge in the heart of 
this exotic haven. The area is a ribbon of thick rainforest 
criss-crossed by canals and waterways, and home to land 
turtles, languid manatees, sloths, caimans and crocodiles. 



Journey through the rainforest and across the lowlands to La 
Fortuna, and see the famous Arenal volcano that erupted 
spectacularly in 1968. The area is also famous for its hot 
springs and thermal baths - so take the opportunity to enjoy a 
visit to the Eco Termales springs. 

Drive round the northern tip of the Tilaran cordillera on the 
stunning ‘Highway to Heaven’ to idyllic Monteverde set 
amongst lush forests. 

Travel down to the central Pacific Coast, and spend three days 
in a luxury hotel, near to the stunning Manuel Antonio National 
Park, the perfect background for rest and relaxation. 

The final night is spent in San Jose, calling en route at the 
crafts town of Sarchi, where local crafts-folk vie to sell 
souvenirs from ‘Nature’s Paradise’. 


FROM £1,999* 

13 days various departure dates 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• Eleven nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• Five lunches and three dinners, including 
the floating restaurant dinner in Tortuguero 

• Included excursions 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Variable according to departure date - please 

go to website for latest prices and availability 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), 
or go to shropshirestar.com/starextratravel 

. _Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions_ 
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SATURDAY’S TV APRIL 4 25 


CHOICE 



Amanda Mealing 


Casualty 
(BBC1, 9.10pm) 

Connie continues to help her 
friend Alfred, who has motor 
neurone disease, and gives him 
special treatment. But as his 
condition deteriorates, she is 
placed in a quandary when he 
asks her to help him die. A 
former heroin addict lies about 
his past to protect his future 
wife, little realising the danger 
he is putting himself in, while a 
young woman is brought in after 
deliberately crashing her car to 
claim on the insurance. Ethan 
discovers that Cal stole his 
money, Taylor disappears and 
lain applies for a new job. With 
a guest appearance from 
veteran singer and actress 
Anita Harris alongside Amanda 
Mealing, Richard Winsor, 

George Rainsford, William Beck, 
Lee Mead, Jane Hazlegrove and 
Michael Stevenson. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Flomes Under the 
Flammer. (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.15 Film: Rise of 
the Guardians. (2012) Premiere. Magical 
beings from folklore unite to defeat an 
evil spirit plotting to steal the dreams of 
children. Animated adventure, with the 
voices of Chris Pine and Alec Baldwin. 
6.40 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 The Voice UK. After seven weeks 
of blind auditions, two battles, two 
knockout rounds and two live 
shows, the final is here - with just 
four contestants remaining, all 
eager to be crowned winner and 
pick up a recording contract. Who 
will the public choose as The Voice 
2015? Presented by Emma Willis 
and Marvin Flumes. Last in the 
series. 

9.10 Casualty. Connie continues to 
help her friend Alfred, who has 
motor neurone disease, and gives 
him special treatment. But as his 
condition deteriorates, she is 
placed in a quandary when he asks 
herto help him die. Aformer 
heroin addict lies about his past to 
protect his future wife, little 
realising the danger he is putting 
himself in, while a young woman 
is brought in after deliberately 
crashing her car to claim on the 
insurance. Ethan discovers that 
Cal stole his money, Taylor 
disappears and lain applies for a 
new job. With a guest appearance 
from veteran singer and actress 
Anita Harris. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. The 

all-important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
introduces highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Arsenal v Liverpool at 
the Emirates Stadium and Everton 
v Southampton at Goodison Park; 
National Lottery Update. 

11 .55 Film: Surrogates. (2009) An FBI 
agent in a future where people 
only interact through robot 
doubles ventures into the real 
world to catch a killer. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Bruce Willis. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Animal Park. (R) 7.05 The Football 
League Show. (R) 8.25 Film: The Sword 
in the Stone. (1963) 9.40 Deadly on a 
Mission: Pole to Pole. (R) 10.10 Deadly 
on a Mission: Pole to Pole. (R) 10.40 
Fred Dibnah’s Magnificent Monuments. 
(R) 11.10 The Nature of Britain. (R) 
12.00 A Taste of Britain. 12.30 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 1.30 The A to Z of TV 
Cooking. (R) 1.35 Great Directors: 
Talking Pictures. 2.20 Film: Wuthering 
Heights. (1939) Period drama, starring 
Merle Oberon and Laurence Olivier. 4.00 
Kew on a Plate. (R) 5.00 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 5.30 Easter from King’s. 

6.45 Film: The Young Victoria. (2009) 
The turbulent early years of the 
monarch who, shortly after being 
crowned, became caught in a 
power struggle between her 
mother and scheming politicians 
Lord Melbourne and Sir Robert 
Peel. Meanwhile, a romance 
develops with her German cousin 
and eventual husband, Prince 
Albert. Historical drama, with 
Emily Blunt, Rupert Friend, Paul 
Bettany and Miranda Richardson. 

8.25 Dad’s Army. Pike borrows 

Mainwaring’s new staff car to take 
his girlfriend to the cinema - but it 
breaks down, leaving the lovebirds 
stranded in the middle of nowhere. 
(R) 

9.00 Monteverdi in Mantua: The 
Genius of the Vespers. Simon 
Russell Beale travels to Italy to 
explore the volatile relationship 
between the Duke of Mantua and 
his court composer Claudio 
Monteverdi during the late Italian 
Renaissance. 

10.00QI XL. Extended edition. Suggs, 
Claudia O’Doherty, Jimmy Carr 
and Alan Davies attempt to answer 
host Stephen Fry’s range of 
fiendish questions on the theme of 
long-lost things. 

10.45 Rik Mayall: Lord of Misrule. 

Simon Callow narrates a 
celebration of the comedian and 
actor’s life and work, with 
contributions by Michael Palin, 
Simon Pegg, Lenny Henry, Ben 
Elton and Tim Mclnnerny. (R) 

11.45 Film: A Beautiful Mind. (2001) 
Biopic of brilliant mathematician 
John Nash, whose genius was 
compromised by paranoid 
delusions and schizophrenia. 
Oscar-winning drama, starring 
Russell Crowe and Paul Bettany. 

1.55 Film: Revenge of the Bridesmaids. 
(2010) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. 8.30 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. 8.50 
Scrambled!: Hulk and the Agents of 
Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 
10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.40 Film: The Great St 
Trinian’s Train Robbery. (1966) Comedy, 
starring Frankie Flowerd. 3.30 Off Their 
Rockers. (R) 4.00 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 5.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! New 
series. Surreal comedy from the 
mind of Harry Hill, inspired by 
viewers’ home videos. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. Little Ant and Dec put 
England captain Wayne Rooney 
through his paces with their 
cheeky style of questioning, and 
Ashley Roberts challenges the 
hosts in the final round of Ant v 
Dec, as 2014 champion Dec tries 
to retain his title. Broadchurch 
actress Olivia Colman is the star 
guest announcer, and as usual, a 
member of the studio audience 
plays for the contents of a 
commercial break. Last in the 
series. 

8.30 You’re Back in the Room. 

Diversity pose as mannequins for 
the hypnotised contestants to 
decorate, with a general 
knowledge quiz, flower-arranging 
task and pizza-making also on the 
menu. Last in the series. 

9.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host welcomes Kylie Minogue, 
Ethan Hawke, Bear Grylls and 
Clare Balding, and introduces 
music by Brits Critics’ Choice 
winner James Bay. Last in the 
series. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Film: Forgetting Sarah Marshall. 

(2008) A jilted man takes a trip to 
Hawaii, only to find his ex and her 
new boyfriend are staying at the 
same resort. Romantic comedy, 
with Jason Segel, Kristen Bell and 
Russell Brand. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. 6.40 How I 
Met Your Mother. 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 The King of Queens. (R) 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.35 Frasier. (R) 
11.05 Frasier. (R) 11.35 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.05 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.30 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. (R) 
1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage 
from Haydock Park and Kempton Park. 

4.10 Come Dine with Me. A week of 
dinner parties in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
(R) 5.15 The Simpsons. Bart catches 
Principal Skinner in a compromising 
situation. (R) 5.45 The Simpsons. Bart 
acquires a credit card. (R) 

6.10 The Simpsons. Homer strikes up 
an unlikely friendship with Chief 
Wiggum during a stint of 
community service, but the 
honeymoon period is brought to 
an abrupt end during a showdown 
with Fat Tony. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Lakes: Walking Through 
History. Tony Robinson walks 50 
miles from Penrith to Ambleside 
and on to the Irish Sea at 
Ravenglass, exploring how the 
Romans conquered the Lake 
District. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. A 

flash flood in New Zealand that 
washed a dozen eels onto a street, 
a swarm of seemingly flying 
spiders in Brazil, and a strange 
wave that submerged an entire 
town in Argentina. (R) 

9.00 End of the World Night. Humans 
started predicting the end of the 
world around 5,000 years ago, but 
while prophets have warned of 
impending doom, today scientists 
are anxious about the possibility of 
global Armageddon, and it’s a 
subject that fascinates many - 
frequently tackled in blockbuster 
films. In this one-off special, some 
of the world’s foremost academics 
evaluate the many threats to 
civilisation, and reveal how it could 
all end. 

10.35Film: Knowing. (2009) An 

astrophysicist decodes a page of 
numbers revealing the dates of a 
series of disasters and tries to 
prevent them happening. Mystery 
thriller, starring Nicolas Cage and 
Rose Byrne. 

12.55 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 1.50 
Film: French Connection II. (1975) 3.55 
Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.30 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 11.05 Access. 11.10 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 12.05 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 1.00 Ice Road Truckers. 

(R) 2.05 Film: The Devil’s Brigade. 

(1 968) 4.30 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 5.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.20 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. A 

special edition of the programme 
giving an insight into the world of 
debt collection from the 
perspectives of people who owe 
money, their creditors and those 
who collect the payments. There 
are updates on some of the stories 
featured in the series earlier in the 
year, while two new cases reveal 
that life-changing debt can affect 
anyone - no matter how wealthy 
they appear to be. (R) 

7.15 Police Interceptors. Jim 
intercepts a car containing 
cannabis, a late-night reveller talks 
himself into trouble and Sgt Baxter 
has his work cut out when 
confronted by a dishonest driver. 

(R) 

8.00 5 News Weekend. 

8.05 NCIS. An investigation into a rape 
and murder revives harrowing 
memories for Ducky, who once 
worked on a similar case in which 
the killer was never captured and 
vowed to return. (R) 

9.00 NCIS: The Port-to-Port Killer. The 

agents examine the death of a 
seaman and find themselves 
working alongside Barrett. Gibbs 
makes his displeasure about the 
circumstances of the case well 
known, prompting the rest of the 
investigators to worry that he 
might be about to leave the NCIS 
again. Meanwhile, Ziva introduces 
her new boyfriend to her team¬ 
mates. (R) 

10.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

Russell and the team investigate a 
suspected hit-and-run, but the lack 
of skid marks on the road and the 
unusual impact angle leads them 
to think that this could be a suicide. 
10.55 Film: Educating Rita. (1983) A 
Liverpool hairdresser enrols on an 
Open University course, bringing 
much-needed inspiration to a 
boozy, world-weary tutor. Comedy 
drama, starring Michael Caine. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Grand Theft 
Auto: UK. (R) 4.00 Nanna Love: 50 
Shades of Granny. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 
8.00 Top Gear 9.10 Film: Pretty Woman 
(1990) 11.05 Family Guy 12.35 Killer 
Magic 1.05 Him & Her: The Wedding 

3.30 Great TV Mistakes 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Chemistry-A Volatile History 8.00 
Wild China 9.00 Inspector Montalbano 
10.40 Definitely Dusty 11.40 Dusty 
Springfield at the BBC 12.40 Top of the 
Pops: 1980 1.15 Disco at the BBC 2.15 
Wild China 3.15 Sounds of the 70s 2: Art 
House Glam - Get in the Swing 3.45 
Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.20 Reggie & Thunderbirds: 
No Strings Attached 2.25 Film: 
Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 4.15 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 4.30 
Mr Bean 5.40 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 

7.30 Film: The Mummy Returns (2001) 
10.00 Celebrity Juice: Easter Special 

10.50 Ibiza Weekender 11.50 Film: Death 
Race (2008) 1.55 Hell’s Kitchen 2.35 
Crazy Beaches 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.20 Film: Carry On Jack (1963) 1.10 
Film: Carry On Cowboy (1966) 3.10 
Film: Carry On Screaming (1966) 5.05 
Film: Carry On Follow That Camel (1967) 
7.05 Film: Carry On Cleo (1964) 9.00 
Carry On Forever 10.00 Film: Carry On 
Camping (1969) 11.50 Film: 10 Little 
Indians (1974) 1.50 On the Buses 2.15 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.50 Film: Death of a Gunfighter (1969) 
3.45 Film: The Hanging Tree (1959) 6.00 
Storage Wars: Texas 6.55 Shed and 
Buried 7.55 River Monsters 9.00 Film: 
Hard to Kill (1990) 11.00 Live FIA 
Formula E Championship. 1.30 Anthony 
Joshua: The Journey 2.30 Nitro Circus 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.30 Melissa & Joey 12.30 Baby Daddy 

1.30 How I Met Your Mother 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Rush Hour 3 
(2007) 10.50 Rude Tube 11.50 Troy 
12.55 The 100 1.50 2 Broke Girls 2.20 
How I Met Your Mother 3.50 Taking New 
York 4.45 Celebrity Come Dine with Me: 
Made in Chelsea Special 

Film4 

11.00 The Lost World (1960) 1.00 My 
Neighbour Totoro (1988) 2.50 Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid (2010) 4.40 Inkheart (2008) 

6.50 Night at the Museum: Battle of the 
Smithsonian (2009) 9.00 Friends with 
Benefits (2011) 11.10 Vehicle 19 (2013) 

12.50 The Omen (1976) 3.15 Close 


learn 

Adult and Community Learning courses in the Dudley borough 

Adult and Community Learning at 

Leasowes 

High School 

Kent Road, Halesowen 

For further information please contact 

Kathy Glazzard on 01384 816496 or 07900 161526 
kath.glazzard@dudley.gov.uk 

For details of courses in other areas pick up a copy of our latest 
brochure from your library or go on line at: www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
adultlearning 

Venues 

Leasowes High School 

Kent Road, Halesowen B62 8PJ 

Greenhill Centre 

Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9JT 

Umar Mosque and Community Centre 

Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 

Dudley Wood Neighbourhood Learning Centre 

Dudley Wood Road, Dudley Wood DY2 ODB 

Carters Lane Baptist Church 

Carters Lane, Lapal, Halesowen B62 OBX 



Course title 

Venue 

Start 

Day 

Time 

Cost 

Weeks 

French - Beginners 

Leasowes 

21/4/15 

Tues 

19.00-21.00 

£30.00 

5 

Guitar - ‘Learn from the Legends’ 

Leasowes 

21/4/15 

Tues 

19.00-21.00 

£60.00 

10 

Jewellery Making - All levels 

Leasowes 

22/4/15 

Wed 

18.00-20.00 

£30.00 

5 

Photography - Digital - All levels 

Leasowes 

14/4/15 

Tues 

19.00-21.00 

£30.00 

5 

Choral Singing 

Greenhill Centre 

20/4/15 

Mon 

18.30-20.00 

£22.50 

5 

Water Colour Painting - All levels 

Greenhill Centre 

15/4/15 

Wed 

19.00-21.00 

£60.00 

10 

Water Colour Painting - Intermediate 

Greenhill Centre 

17/4/15 

Fri 

14.00- 17.00 

£90.00 

10 

ESOL 

Umar Mosque & CC 

14/4/15 

Tues 

lO.OO- 12.00 

Call 

6 

Yoga - Mixed abilities 

Dudley Wood NLC 

14/4/15 

Tues 

19.00-20.00 

£30.00 

10 

Yoga - mixed abilities 

Dudley Wood NLC 

14/4/15 

Tues 

17.30-18.30 

£30.00 

10 

Tap Dance 

Dudley Wood NLC 

23/4/15 

Thurs 

10.30 - 11.30 

£12.00 

4 

Get Cooking 

Carters Lane Baptist Church 

15/4/15 

Wed 

10.00-12.00 

Free 

7 

Get Cooking 

Dudley Wood NLC 

24/4/15 

Fri 

12.30 - 14.30 

Free 

7 

Adult Social Care Level 1 

Dudley Wood NLC 

21/4/15 

Tues 

18.00-20.00 

Call 

12 
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SUNDAY’S TV APRIL 5 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Julie Walters 


Indian Summers 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

As the British community turns 
out in force for the murder trial, 
Ian is racked with guilt about 
Ramu's arrest and prepares to 
act as his alibi, while Sooni 
takes advantage of the court 
case to gain some much- 
needed legal experience. Leena 
is torn apart in the witness box, 
causing Dougie to publicly 
support her - a move that 
humiliates Sarah. Ralph is 
terrified that the truth of Adam's 
true paternity will be revealed, 
while Aafrin finally admits his 
true feelings for Alice. Drama 
set during the summer of 1932, 
telling the story of the decline of 
the British Empire and the birth 
of modern India. Starring JAlyy 
Khan, Ikhlaque Khan, Edward 
Hogg, Julie Walters, Henry 
Lloyd-Hughes, Rick Warden, 
Peter Sullivan and Aysha Kala. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 David Suchet: In the Footsteps 
of St Peter. 10.00 Live Easter Sunday - 
From Manchester Cathedral. 11.00 Urbi 
et Orbi. 11.25 Bargain Hunt. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. With Mark Chapman and 
the Match of the Day team. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Film: The Muppets. 
(2011) Comedy, starring Jason Segel. 
2.55 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.55 The 
Truth About Fat. (R) 4.55 Songs of 
Praise. 5.30 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. The show comes 
from the Brecklands of Norfolk, 
where for Easter Sunday Matt 
Baker learns all about the 
importance of rabbits to the area - 
from their part in maintaining the 
heath to the link between rabbits 
and the stone-curlew, one of the 
rarest visiting birds. Ellie Harrison 
goes foraging for scrap metal to 
make sculptures, and visits 
Grimes Graves -the remains of 
Neolithic flint mines - and James 
Wong is in Liverpool for the launch 
of the Grow Wild campaign. Plus, 
Tom Heap reveals how the supply 
of fresh potatoes is outstripping 
demand. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

7.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team visit Belton House in 
Lincolnshire, where finds include 
Chairman Mao memorabilia and a 
funeral standard reportedly 
snatched from Oliver Cromwell’s 
coffin. 

8.00 Michael McIntyre’s Easter Night 
at the Coliseum. The comedian 
presents an evening of variety 
from the Coliseum Theatre in 
London. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross tries to form an 
alliance with his fellow mine- 
owners to build their own smelting 
company, Demelza resolves to 
reconcile Verity with Captain 
Blarney, and Mark has a new love. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League matches, which 
were Sunderland v Newcastle 
United at the Stadium of Light and 
Burnley v Tottenham Hotspur at 
Turf Moor. 

11.30 Film: Son of Rambow. (2007) 
Comedy, with Bill Milner. 

1.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.05 
BBC News. 


6.05 Gardeners’ World. (R) 6.35 
Countryfile. (R) 7.35 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 8.05 The Gospel of John. 9.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 10.30 Back 
in Time for Dinner. (R) 11.30 Michel 
Roux’s Service. (R) 12.30 Michel Roux’s 
Service. (R) 1.30 Film: King of Kings. 
(1961)4.05 Flog It! (R) 4.50 Film: 

Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time. 

(2010) Fantasy adventure, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal. 

6.35 Pompidou. The heater in the 
caravan breaks down. Last in the 
series. 

7.00 Springwatch at Easter. The 

wildlife programme returns for a 
one-off edition showcasing the 
best of British wildlife just as the 
countryside is bursting into colour 
and life and the breeding season is 
getting underway. Chris Packham 
and Michaela Strachan will be 
hoping for plenty of eggs at one of 
the UK’s largest seabird colonies, 
Martin Hughes-Games reports 
from Suffolk and Simon King is on 
Islay in the Inner Hebrides. (R) 
8.00 Caribbean with Simon Reeve. 
Simon begins the last leg of his 
journey in Nicaragua and visits the 
Rama-Kriol people, who face 
losing their ancestral homes due 
to the construction of a new 
transoceanic waterway. Simon 
then discovers Hondurans living in 
the grip of some of the most 
violent criminal gangs in the 
world, with San Pedro Sula having 
the highest murder rate of any city 
on the planet. Last in the series. 
9.00 Louis Theroux: Transgender Kids. 
Louis travels to San Francisco, 
where he spends time with 
children who are undergoing 
gender-reassignment treatment at 
UCSF Hospital’s Child and 
Adolescent Gender Centre. 
10.00Bluestone42. New room-mates 
Ellen and Bird soon start bickering 
and Towerblock keeps putting off 
the difficult phone call home to his 
wife. 

10.30Jack Dee-So What? A 2013 

stand-up performance at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo. 

11.30 Film: Invincible. (2006) Fact- 
based sporting drama about an 
American football fan given the 
chance to play for the team he has 
supported all his life. With Mark 
Wahlberg. 

1.10 Film: Hooper. (1978) 2.45 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.40 Holby City. 

(R) 4.40 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled! 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.35 
ITV News; Weather. 12.45 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 1.40 River Monsters. (R) 

2.10 Film: Agent Cody Banks. (2003) 
4.05 Reggie & Thunderbirds: No Strings 
Attached. 5.05 Catchphrase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Olympic gold medallist Greg 
Rutherford, Birds of a Feather star 
Lesley Joseph, Emmerdale’s 
Matthew Wolfenden and football 
pundit Chris Kamara play for 
charity. Bradley Walsh hosts. (R) 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. Pamela looks 
for love on a dating app, Seb 
mixes up his medication and 
Rosemary takes a peek at her 
grandson’s internet history. 

8.00 Vera. New series. Return of the 
crime drama starring Brenda 
Blethyn. The detective investigates 
a fire that rips through a holiday 
park on the Northumberland 
coast, destroying three cabins. A 
young woman’s body is 
discovered and the resort’s owner, 
Jim Viner, fears the victim is his 
sister Deena when he returns from 
a weekend away with his daughter 
Clare. With Jim’s suspicions 
confirmed, a police report then 
reveals Clare’s boyfriend Ryan and 
his friends had been partying near 
the scene hours before the blaze 
started, but where are they now, 
and where is Deena’s best friend 
Sally? 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Bear Grylls: Mission Survive. The 

three remaining contenders battle 
to be crowned winner, as they 
abseil down a waterfall and follow 
the sound of a distress signal 
through a mangrove swamp. Last 
in the series. (R) 

11.20The Nation’s Favourite 70s 

Number One. The 20 greatest hits 
of the 1970s, as voted for by the 
public, featuring interviews with 
hit-makers such as Art Garfunkel, 
Blondie, Abba and Gloria Gaynor. 
Narrated by Zoe Ball. (R) 

12.40 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.05 How I Met Your Mother. 6.30 How I 
Met Your Mother. 6.55 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.15 How I Met Your Mother. 
7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 2.55 Film: 
Honey, I Blew Up the Kid. (1992) A 
scientist perfects a device for enlarging 
objects, but accidentally turns his infant 
son into a giant. Disney comedy sequel, 
with Rick Moranis. 4.40 Film: Hop. 

(2011) The Easter bunny's son abandons 
the chocolate-delivering business to seek 
his fortune in Hollywood. Part-animated 
comedy, starring James Marsden, with 
the voice of Russell Brand. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Three in a Bed. A week of 
competitive B&B hosting, 
featuring a loud student party, 
supercar-racing at Silverstone, 
some cordon-bleu cooking and a 
slice of rural bliss. 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales travel 
along the Forth and Clyde Canal 
and the Union Canal in a coast-to- 
coast adventure from Edinburgh to 
Glasgow. Last in the series. 

9.00 Indian Summers. As the British 
community turns out in force for 
the murder trial, Ian is racked with 
guilt about Ramu’s arrest and 
prepares to act as his alibi, while 
Sooni takes advantage of the court 
case to gain some much-needed 
legal experience. Leena is torn 
apart in the witness box, causing 
Dougie to publicly support her - a 
move that humiliates Sarah. Ralph 
is terrified that the truth of Adam’s 
true paternity will be revealed, 
while Aafrin finally admits his true 
feelings for Alice. 

10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. 
Narrated by Caroline Aherne. (R) 

11.10 Film: The Angels’Share. (2012) 
Four people on community service 
plan to turn their fortunes around 
by stealing a cask of valuable 
whisky. Ken Loach’s comedy 
drama, starring Paul Brannigan 
and John Henshaw. 

1.00 Film: Qissa: The Tale of a Lonely 
Ghost. (2013) 2.50 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.05 Jamie’s Money Saving Meals. 
(R) 5.30 The Common Denominator. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 6.20 Pip Ahoy! 

(R) 6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.40 
Chloe’s Closet. (R) 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.25 
Little Princess. (R) 7.40 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 7.55 Zack and Quack. 8.15 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.30 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 8.45 LazyTown. 9.15 Dora 
and Friends. (R) 9.45 Film: Thomas & 
Friends: Tale of the Brave. (2014) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Ben Small. 10.55 Nickelodeon’s Kids’ 
Choice Awards 2015. 12.05 Film: Patch 
Adams. (1998) Comedy drama, with 
Robin Williams. 2.20 Film: Baby Boom. 
(1987) Comedy, starring Diane Keaton. 
4.25 Film: Fairytale: A True Story. (1997) 
Fact-based drama, with Florence Hoath 
and Elizabeth Earl. 

6.15 5 News Weekend. 

6.20 Film: Kelly’s Heroes. (1970) A 
rebellious American soldier 
fighting in occupied France learns 
from a captive German officer the 
whereabouts of a fortune in Nazi 
gold. Recruiting the aid of three 
fellow soldiers, he puts together a 
daring plan to penetrate enemy 
lines to get their hands on the 
bullion. Second World War 
adventure, starring Clint 
Eastwood, Telly Savalas, Donald 
Sutherland, Don Rickies and Harry 
Dean Stanton. Edited for language. 
9.00 Film: Hummingbird. (2013) 

Premiere. A haunted special forces 
soldier returns to London from 
Afghanistan and assumes another 
man’s identity, hoping to make a 
fresh start. He is drawn into the 
city’s criminal underworld, where 
his skills prove valuable to the 
highest bidder, and plots revenge 
against the gangster who killed his 
girlfriend. Crime thriller, with 
Jason Statham and Agata Buzek. 

11.10 Film: Blitz. (2011) An 
uncompromising cop with 
controversial violent methods is 
set on the trail of a serial killer who 
preys on police officers. Crime 
thriller, with Jason Statham. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 The Gadget Show. Jon tests a 
selection of curved TVs. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. A cluttered B&B on the Norfolk 
coast. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R)5.15 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK 9.15 Film: 

Transsiberian (2008) 11.00 Family Guy 

11.45 Killer Magic 12.15 American Dad! 
12.35 Family Guy 12.55 Bluestone 42 

1.251 Survived a Zombie Apocalypse 2.20 
Beaten by My Boyfriend 3.20 Great Movie 
Mistakes 2: The Sequel 3.30 Killer Magic 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Arena: Oooh Er, Missus! The Frankie 
Howerd Story 8.00 Shakespeare’s Mother: 
The Secret Life of a Tudor Woman 9.00 
Lost Cities of the Ancients 10.00 The Truth 
About Meteors 11.00 Freddie Mercury: 

The Great Pretender - Director’s Cut 12.25 
Queen: The Legendary 1975 Concert 1.15 
Mr Blue Sky: The Story of Jeff Lynne and 
ELO 2.15 Jeff Lynne’s ELO at Hyde Park 
ITV2 

12.45 Scorpion 1.35 You’ve Been Framed! 
2.05 Mr Bean 3.15 Film: E.T.: The Extra- 
Terrestrial (1982) 5.35 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 7.10 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 9.00 Film: Skyfall 
(2012) 11.55 Film: Harold & Kumar Get 
the Munchies (2004) 1.40 Mom 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.45 Film: Carry On Henry (1971) 1.35 
Film: Carry On at Your Convenience 

(1971) 3.25 Film: Carry On Loving (1970) 
5.15 Film: Carry On Matron (1972) 7.05 
Film: Carry On Up the Jungle (1970) 9.00 
Carry On Forever 10.00 Film: Carry On 
Girls (1973) 11.50 Film: Steptoe and Son 
Ride Again (1973) 1.50 Wycliffe 2.45 On 
the Buses 3.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 
Emmerdale 
ITV4 

6.30 Goodwood 73rd Members’ Meeting 

7.30 Counting Cars 8.00 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: The Deer Hunter (1978) 12.45 
Film: Boogeyman (2004) 2.35 Nitro 
Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

I. 00 Film: The NeverEnding Story II: The 
Next Chapter (1991) 2.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 3.00 The Frozen Phenomenon 4.00 
Celebrity Come Dine with Me: Made in 
Chelsea Special 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: My Sister’s Keeper (2009) 

10.10 The Inbetweeners 12.25 Channel 
4’s Comedy Gala 1.25 The 100 2.20 
Revenge 3.05 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

II. 00 Escape from the Planet of the Apes 
(1971) 1.00 Ponyo (2008) 3.10 Clueless 
(1995) 5.05 The Iron Giant (1999) 6.45 
The Eagle (201 1 ) 9.00 Snow White & the 
Huntsman (2012) 11.25 From Dusk Till 
Dawn (1996) 1.35 Damien: Omen II 
(1978)3.50 Close 
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Holidays 
by rail 

Explore Europe and beyond and take 
advantage of a range of fantastic holidays 
featured in Diamond Holidays by Rail brochure. 

There’s so much to gain when you travel by train. Easy, 
hassle-free boarding as check-in is really straight forward 
and there’s no need to arrive at the station hours in 
advance. Not to mention, most cities have a railway 
station right in the centre, so all the attractions, shops 
and restaurants are within easy reach. 

Thanks to the speed and efficiency of Eurostar, it’s easy 
to escape to another country and enjoy a short break 
such as to Paris or Bruges, or travel along the some of 
the greatest railways in the world to enjoy incredible 
views. 

It’s even possible to stay in a Swiss mountain village 
the magical setting of Lake Bled, or for a more leisurely 
holiday enjoy the perfect balance of relaxation and 
exploration in a selection of resort based holidays. 

Holidays by rail are becoming more and more popular 
which is why Diamond has increased the number of 
destinations to the rail programme. New additions 
include the Vermillion Coast, the Camargue, Lake Bled, 
Krakow, La Rioja and the Jungfrau Express to name 
a few. 

Plus, travelling across Europe has never been easier 
thanks to the high-speed trains such as the French TGV 
or the German ICE and International Thalys with local 
train services connecting smaller towns. All holidays 
depart from London St Pancras and it may be possible 
to travel from a local train station for a selection of trips 
(additional charges apply). 



PRICES INCLUDE: 

• Return Eurostar rail from London St Pancras 
International {other joining points offered) 

• Comfortable and individually selected hotels 

• Expertly planned itineraries 

• Many meals and excursions 

• Many tours offer time to relax and explore 

• Services of a tour manager after check in at 
London St Pancras 


Organised by Diamond Rail Holidays 
(ABTA W0552, ATOL 9357) 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm) 

Please read brochure for full information plus terms and conditions 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 27 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Blade: Trinity, Channel 5,11pm 

The fearless warrior’s blood-sucking foes frame him 
for murder, forcing him to go on the run from the FBI 
while his enemies resurrect the first and most 
powerful of their kind - Dracula himself. Fantasy 
action thriller sequel, with Wesley Snipes and Dominic 
Purcell. (2004) 


TUESDAY 

Carry On at Your Convenience, ITV, 11.10pm 

Production at toilet manufacturers WC Boggs is 
brought to a halt when an over-eager trade union 
representative calls a strike. However, worker unrest is 
quickly quelled by a jolly trip to the seaside. Comedy, 
starring Sid James. (1971) 


WEDNESDAY 


Fifty Dead Men Walking, BBC1,11.15pm 

Fact-based thriller telling the story of Martin 
McGartland, who was recruited as a police informant 
in 1980s Belfast and sent on a mission to infiltrate the 
IRA. He rose swiftly through the ranks, providing vital 
information to the British authorities. Once he was 
exposed, he was tortured and forced to go into hiding. 
Starring Jim Sturgess and Ben Kingsley. (2008) 



Blade: Trinity, Monday, Channel 5,11pm 


THURSDAY 

Stranger in an Amish Town, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A penniless stranger and his son turn up on the 
doorstep of three Amish sisters, who offer him a place 
to stay and a job as a handyman. The women’s police 
officer niece is suspicious of the new arrival and tries 
to find out where he has come from. Romantic 
mystery, starring Sarah Lancaster. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

First Blood, ITV, 10.40pm 

Vietnam veteran John Rambo is wrongfully arrested in 
a backwoods town and tested to the limits of his 
endurance by a brutal deputy. Rambo escapes from 
his cell and heads out to the woods, and with the 
forces of the law in hot pursuit he finally has the 
chance to fight them on his own terms. Action thriller, 
starring Sylvester Stallone, Brian Dennehy, Richard 
Crenna and David Caruso. (1982) 


Griff is back on track in 
his journey of discovery 


ometimes, the simplest 
approach is the best, so we’ll 
leave Griff Rhys Jones himself 
to describe the premise of his new 
series. 

He says: ‘Africa. There’s nowhere 
else quite like it. A billion people 
speaking thousands of languages and 
a paradise of wild animals and natural 
wonders. I’m going to take it on in an 
unhurried manner aboard Africa’s 
railways. It’s the ideal way to meet its 
people and to experience its beauty.” 

And that, in a nutshell, is that. 

During his trip, Griff will travel 
through Algeria, Tunisia, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 

Namibia and South Africa - it’s a 
17000-mile journey that begins in the 
Moroccan city of Marrakech. 

“I love Morocco,” reveals Griff. “I love 
the feeling of being on the cusp of 
Africa here. What could be more 
authentic, you see? What could be 
more Moroccan, than a cup of mint 
tea? Except that tea was introduced 
by the English when they took over 
Tangiers and it comes all the way from 
China. 


“So, whenever you’re in Africa, the 
idea that we are coming here on this 
huge journey to look for the ‘real’ 
Africa is nonsense. You never find 
the real Africa, what you find is the 
mix that created Africa from way 
back.” 

After stocking up on a few essential 
supplies at a colourful local 
marketplace, he boards a train for a 
seven-hour journey to Fes, and 
immediately sets about making friends 
in the hope that they will help him 
pass the time. 

One of his fellow travellers is a 
salesman selling traditional Berber 
remedies. Griff bravely tries a stick 
that doubles as a toothbrush, but 
baulks at the idea of some brown 
paste used to treat worms. 

Once in Fes, he hooks up with 
Abdul, who turns out to be arguably 
the city’s most eccentric guide, and 
takes him on a tour of its medieval 
streets and medinas. 

‘This is a bit spooky isn’t it?” says 
Griff, as he wanders around. “The 
whole city is like a maze which ends 
in dead ends and that was for 


defensive purposes. As you go along, 
you come to these huge gates and 
they could shut off whole quarters. 

The actual gates of the city of Fes 
were locked every night up until the 
1960s.” 

The next stage of his journey proves 
to be far more difficult. He needs to 
get to Algeria, but as the border 
between that nation and Morocco is 
currently closed, he must fly to Spain 
before getting another plane to the 
port of Oran. 

But is the disjointed trip worth it? 

“I was nervous about coming to 
Oran, I’ll confess that,” he reveals. 
“Because there has been a lot of 
trouble in Algeria and Oran itself has 
been a centre of contention ever since 
the 1960s. 

“Basically the war of independence 
that cost a million lives pretty much 
started here when they raided the 
bank and they stole three million 
francs to pay for weapons.” 

Thankfully, the hospitable locals 
make Griff’s concerns fade away 
before he prepares for next week’s 
journey. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Travel Man: 48 Hours in Istanbul 
Channel 4,8.30pm 

We like travel. We like funny stuff. So this mix of 
travelogue and documentary presented by two of 
Channel 4’s funniest guys is a winner, as this week 
Richard Ayoade is joined by comedian Adam Hills. 
They’re hitting - as the title would suggest - 
Istanbul for the weekend, as Richard attempts to 
show Adam how to holiday with ruthless efficiency. 
Istanbul is the only city in the world to straddle two 
continents, and the men cross the River Bosphorus 
from Europe to Asia, comparing a private yacht tour 
and a low-price public ferry. Next, they take in an 
authentic Turkish shave at a local barber shop, and 
share an awkward moment a Turkish bath and 
massage parlour. Plus, they head to the Grand 
Bazaar market and have a go at haggling. 

Code of a Killer 
ITV, 9pm 

You can run but you can’t hide from David Threlfall 
at the moment. If you missed him in The Ark over 
on the Beeb last week, worry not, there’s another 
chance to catch him in this new drama, for which 
he joins John Simm. It’s based on the true story of 
Alec Jeffreys’ (Simm) discovery of DNA 
fingerprinting and its first use by Detective Chief 


Superintendent David Baker (Threlfall) while on the 
hunt for a murderer after a school girl is killed. Two 
years later, a second youngster is killed and a 
teenager confesses - but insists he’s innocent of 
the first crime. Certain that the same man was 
responsible for both incidents, Baker and Jeffreys 
work together to prove the theory. 

TUESDAY 
Collectaholics 
BBC2, 7pm 

We’re used to seeing a very sun-kissed 
Jasmine Harman on the box checking out A 
properties abroad, but tonight, and for the 
next eight weeks, she appears in 
something very different indeed. She 
joins antiques expert Mark Hill once 
again to help people catalogue, 
curate, clear out and showcase their 
item. The duo meet Margaret Tyler, 
who is obsessed with royal 
memorabilia and even has a whole 
room dedicated to Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The only problem is that 
space has become very tight, so it’s 
Mark and Jasmine’s job to convince 
her to value quality over quantity. 

They also help Chris Cornell 


itemise his collection of natural history items, and 
Mark visits Jack Konveburg and Jan Morgan’s 
house to take a look at their collection of design 
items, dating back to the 1940s. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Island with Bear Grylls 
Channel 4,9pm 

Reality TV has been around for 
long enough to risk becoming 
stale. New shows must, 
therefore, fight that tide by 
finding ever more ways to 
remain exciting. Channel 
5 took it to new heights 
with 10,000 BC, which 
at times looked set to 
become the first TV 
show to inadvertently 
kill off its cast; The 
Island, as it returns for 
its second series, 
appears to be almost 
as perilous - but with 
the added advantage of 
having a lot more real- 
world context. 
Survival expert 



Bear Grylls imparts his knowledge to teams of men 
and women, before splitting them up and dropping 
them on separate Pacific islands. 

THURSDAY 

Ice Rink on the Estate 

ITV, 9pm 

New series. When they started their careers in their 
home city of Nottingham, Jayne Torvill and 
Christopher Dean received a grant from the council 
that allowed them to give up their jobs and focus on 
ice-skating. Now, the Olympic icons want to give 
something back, and their aim is to set up an ice 
rink in the heart of St Ann’s estate and get the local 
teenagers involved in putting on a show. As training 
gets under way, the participants face their first 
performance - skating to Beethoven. 

FRIDAY 

Sex and the Church 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Historian Diarmaid MacCulloch 
explores how Christianity has shaped Western 
attitudes to sex, gender and sexuality throughout 
history. Travelling to Israel, Greece, Italy and Ireland, 
he begins by examining how the early Christians 
transformed intercourse from a biological necessity 
jnto avice andJrom a£l^^ 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


* 


,£249 




f Over > 

( 10 , 000 , 
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Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

. • : Now complete with 

\ “comfort” feet to protect 
\ carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 


24/7 
Emerged < 

CallQ«V 


Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR ! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

l CALL TODAY AND SPEAK TO THE TEAM 
01384 560 856 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: Ol 384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 
DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


(All prices are plus VAT) 

|7||(g^ || Tii^ lMlv/SA|| 


S^IORCESTER 


I 1 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 




cm? 



REFRIGERATIONlSALElNOW/ ONl 
END) SOON?! !f 

from £99 




griaay 


Mg® ftomriE&Sji 
y Vacuums from £39 n M§m 
Spinnersi fromi£ 9 , 9 j auamntee 

9am - 5pm • Saturday 9.30am -Upm 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 
Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
S® Tel: 01384 413590 / 07981 398758 Er 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 
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thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.319 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


F 

2 

V 

3 

Q 

T 

S 

6 

N 

K 

8 

w 

9 

M 

10 

A 

P 

12 

H 

13 

D 

15 

G 

16 

U 

R 

18 

O 

19 

J 

20 

Z 

21 

B 

22 

C 

23 

Y 

24 

E 

25 

L 

26 

X 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. A system of detect¬ 
ing wireless site? 

(13) 

8. See 6 Down 

9. This will cut some 
of the potted gera¬ 
niums (4) 

10. French bitterness, I 
see! (6) 

12. See 14 Across 

14 & 12 Ac. One acts 
under what has 
become ingrained 
habit (6,6) 

16. Alarmingly coiled, 
but far from fierce 
(6) 

18. Featureless kind of 
race (4) 

20. Showing lack of 
courtesy, I’m get¬ 
ting the stick about 
it (8) 

22. Forcing one to 
adopt the faith 
- or just pretending 
(6,7) 


Down 

1. Railing is in poor 
condition in time (8) 

2. Used for shooting 
one of Falstaff’s 
followers (6) 

3. Scheme to put fifty 
in a vessel (4) 

4. Filmed but not 
exposed (8) 

5. The way of a towns¬ 
man (6) 

6 & 8Ac. Kind of call for 
a runner (4-8) 

11. Apples required for 
small fish (8) 

13. Kind of clause for 
one of the family (8) 

15. Get boat in a differ¬ 
ent way (6) 

17. One dog - the miner 
has no end! (6) 

19. Guide played by the 
star (4) 

21. Noble support, we 
hear (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Blameworthy (13) 

8. Impetus (8) 

9. Entry (4) 

10. Coating (6) 

12. Rush (6) 

14. Current (6) 

16. Chief (6) 

18. Fashionable (4) 

20. Wizard (8) 

22. Understanding (13) 


Down 

1. Fragrant (8) 

2. Mourn (6) 

3. Closed (4) 

4. Hostile (8) 

5. Loiter (6) 

6. Lump (4) 

11. Recall (8) 

13. Lift (8) 

15. Get away (6) 
17. Charge (6) 
19. Band (4) 

21. Vale (4) 
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6 
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7 


9 



7 


6 




4 

1 


9 



6 
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6 

9 
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5 

1 

2 
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7 



9 

4 

5 

2 


8 


3 

2 







Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


3 2 8 9 6 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Gate; 8 Acute angle; 9 
Director; 10 Pest; 12 Keeper; 14 Tartan; 15 Pal¬ 
ace; 17 Betide; 18 Stye; 19 Well done; 21 Run 
at a loss; 22 Hits. Down: 2 Active part; 3 Ease; 

4 Punter; 5 Secret; 6 Inspirit; 7 Felt; 11 Standing 
at; 13 Played an; 16 Enwrap; 17 Ballot; 18 Sort; 
20 Dash. QUICK - Across: 1 Loss; 8 Positioned; 
9 Handsome; 10 Same; 12 Revert; 14 Thirst; 

15 Stroke; 17 Clever; 18 Glum; 19 Solitude; 21 
Lugubrious; 22 Sign. Down: 2 Ornamental; 3 
Sped; 4 Escort; 5 Street; 6 Conspire; 7 Idle; 11 
Misleading; 13 Enormous; 16 Ensure; 17 Callow; 
18 Gold; 20 Toss. 


1. What is the capital of Rhode Island? 

2. Which philosopher wrote On Liberty? 

3. Who wrote Moby-Dick in 1851 ? 

4. Which star of the film Uncle Buck died 
in March 1994? 

5. Of what is the Victoria Cross now 
made? 


Who was the mother of Richard I and 
King John? 

In which London park is the Serpentine? 
What does the Russian word ‘soviet’ 
mean? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Philosophy; 2 Campaign for Real 
Ale 3 Colorado; 4 Jackal; 5 Anna Sewell; 6 
Lufthansa; 7 Scotland; 8 Richard Cromwell; 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

753483 gives a tree, 

871 gives another tree, 

6232329 gives fruit. 


10. What land did the US buy from Russia 

9 Fingerprints; 10 Copper. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

in 1867? 

Niner: MISERABLY 











Thinking space 


We can take your 
leaflets to selected 
homes in your area 




T|1 b 

— | 

— 1 


Call now to 

receive more information 
of our latest leaflet 
printing & distribution 
packages, telephone 

01902 319580 


dean.edwards@expressandstar.co.uk 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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Luxury development 


A NEW development of 170 lux¬ 
ury homes has been launched in 
Gospel End near Sedgley, by local 
homebuilder David Wilson Homes 
Mercia, as part of redevelopment 
work of the former Baggeridge 
Brickworks. 

The development, known as Baggeridge 
Village, is located on Gospel End Road and 
opened on March 21. The historic former 


brickworks was latterly owned by Wiener- 
berger, and closed in 2008. 

Around 350 new jobs and new investment 
will be brought to the area through Bag¬ 
geridge Village, which was officially unveiled 
by Gavin Williamson, who is defending his 
parliamentary seat for South Staffordshire 
in the General Election, in front of dozens 
of local people and staff from David Wilson 
Homes Mercia. 

He said: “I was delighted to formally open 


at former brickworks launched 


Baggeridge Village. This is a high quality de¬ 
velopment and it will be exciting to see new 
residents become part of the Gospel End com¬ 
munity.” 

Mr Williamson planted a silver birch tree 
at the site to mark the official opening of Bag¬ 
geridge Village, which will retain its links to 
local history by retaining the former brick¬ 
works’ factory chimney as a community focal 
point. 

John Fitzgerald, managing director of David 


Wilson Homes Mercia, said: “Baggeridge Vil¬ 
lage is a great new destination, putting this 
disused brown field site back to good use to 
the benefit of the local community, with high 
quality homes as well as numerous green open 
spaces and neighbourhood facilities. 

David Wilson Homes Mercia is contribut¬ 
ing financially towards local transport infra¬ 
structure, and providing open green spaces, 
sports playing pitches, a nature conservation 
area, maintenance of play areas and the ex¬ 


tension of nearby Baggeridge Country Park. 
Some 350 jobs will be also underpinned by 
Baggeridge Village, including training oppor¬ 
tunities for apprentices. 

Eighteen-year-old David Wilson Homes ap¬ 
prentice Angus Ryan, who is studying for an 
NVQ Level 2 in Bricklaying at Shrewsbury 
College, also attended the launch of the site. 

He said: “Now I’m working on a live build¬ 
ing site I can see the links between what I’ve 
been learning and how to put it into practice.” 



Five-bed 
be yours 


detached can 

for £499,950 


THIS superior five-bed detached in 
King Charles Road, Halesowen has 
been re-planned, extended and fin¬ 
ished to an extremely high standard. 

Having a detached double garage with a 
room above for perhaps a gym, it is for sale 
with Taylors Estate Agents at £499,950. 

Spacious and beautifully decorated and pre¬ 
sented, it has a entrance porch, a reception hall, 
WC, sitting room and lounge, a conservatory, 
a superb family suite comprising a luxury fitted 
kitchen, a dining area, a sitting area and access 
to the conservatory addition. 

There is also a principal bedroom, a guest bed¬ 
room with an en suite, three further bedrooms, a 
stunning, luxuriously appointed house bathroom 
with access to the principal bedroom, a further 
bathroom and smart enclosed gardens. 

Call 0121 5503978 or visit www.taylors-estate- 
agents.co.uk for more details. 





Extended semi lies 
in popular location 


THIS well presented and extend¬ 
ed four-bedroomed semi in New 
Birmingham Road, Dudley lies in 
a popular location with excellent 
transport links. 

It is for sale through G&T Properties at 
£229,000. 

It has a porch, entrance hall, a lounge 
with a period style fireplace, a dining room 
with patio doors, kitchen/breakfast room 
with a beamed ceiling, cushion-air floor cov¬ 
ering, glazed ceramic wall tiling, spot light¬ 
ing, a lobby, laundry, bedroom one en suite, 
dressing room/bedroom four, two further 
bedrooms, a bathroom, garage and garden 
and garden stores/workshop. Call 01384 
261997 or visit www.gandtproperties.co.uk 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 





ROWLEY REGIS, Powke Lane£895 pcm+Fees 

Modern style detached house on spacious corner plot within close proximity 
to local shops, schools and amenities. Featuring entrance hall, lounge, dining 
room, breakfast kitchen, utility and guest w.c, 4 generous bedrooms, family 
bathroom and en suite to master bedroom to the 1st floor. The property 
further benefits from having an integral garage, driveway, good gardens to 
front, side and^ear^a^centralJieatin^and^ouble^lazin^EPC^^^^^ 


BIRMINGHAM, Orion Building£800 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a fully furnished apartment 
in the heart of Birmingham City Centre. This 1 bed modern 
property overlooking the Mailbox features open plan living 
with 24 hour concierge service and secure underground 
parking (permit required), double glazed and electric heating. 
Viewings hic|hl^commendec^PC^(^^^^^^^^^ 




KIDDERMINSTER, Grosvenor Avenue£795 pcm+Fees 
Stunning 3 storey town house in a quiet cul-de-sac position within 
walking distance of Kidderminster train station. Completely refurbished 
to a very high standard. Front reception room, lounge with feature 
fireplace with wood-burner, modern fitted kitchen with appliances. 3 
large double bedrooms, beautiful bathroom with separate shower cubicle 
aniaj^^dge^lawe^ooHrg^tandin^att^No^^^Tiisse^^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Downing Street£695 pcm+Fees 

An immaculately presented and recently modernized semi-detached 
home, centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre, comprising of: 3 good 
size bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, fitted kitchen with white goods, 
stunning lounge and separate dining room, family bathroom with shower, 
downstairs WC, gas central heating, double glazed, driveway parking, 
large rearja^enjaiUjniishe^VIUS^E^ROPEB^PC^^^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Alwin Road£650 pcm+Fees 

A delightful detached house which has been fully refurbished 
and comprises of: entrance hall, large lounge with dining area, 
newly fitted kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms & white bathroom 
with shower, gas central heating, driveway parking for 2 cars. 
EPC: D Available Now. 


STOURBRIDGE, Stourbridge Road£595 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 3 bedroom mid terraced property with off road 
parking to the rear, close to local amenities and main bus routes. 
The property is well presented and comprises of: entrance 
porch, hallway, lounge with feature fireplace, modern kitchen 
with appliances, 3 good size bedrooms, modern bathroom with 
shoMyjrivat^aojaixlei^vailabl^ovj^PC^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Stour Close £550 pcm+Fees 

Beautifully presented and in a quiet location. This fantastic 
top floor apartment in a well sought after location, features 
2 double bedrooms, modern kitchen with white goods, 
bathroom with shower, loft access, gas heating, double 
glazing, allocated parking, communal gardens and garage. 
Well worth a viewing! EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Princess Crescent£550 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented 1st floor flat available in this popular 
and convenient location, briefly comprising of a modern 
kitchen with integrated dishwasher, good size lounge, 2 good 
size bedrooms, beautiful newly fitted bathroom with ‘P’ shape 
bath with shower, integral garage & parking for 2 vehicles. 
EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Fatherless Bam Crescent£550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 3 bedroom semi detached family home within 
the catchment area for Colley Lane Primary School and the 
number 9 bus. Featuring an entrance hall, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen & utility, 3 good size bedrooms & upstairs 
walk in shower room. Large rear garden & driveway. Available 
Now. EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£535 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished mid terraced house, within walking distance 
to Blackheath Town Centre and not far from Rowley Regis 
train station, briefly comprising of: 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs shower room, 2 double bedrooms. 
Benefityndud^gayar^en^fUoa^arkin^PC^^^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Meadow Walk£525 pcm+Fees 

Modern semi detached house within a popular residential 
area featuring gas central heating, spacious living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs house bathroom, 3 good 
size bedrooms, large rear garden, driveway parking for 2 cars. 
Availabl^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Witton Bank £525 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom 2nd floor apartment in a very 
sought after location. Having secure intercom entry, entrance 
hall, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, large 
lounge, kitchen, garage en block and communal gardens. 
AvailabJ^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Hanover Road£499 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern ground floor apartment featuring 
a fitted kitchen, lounge, 2 bedrooms, 1 master en-suite, 
bathroom and shower Allocated parking to rear, electric 
heatinc^nckjoubj^[laz|n^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


DUDLEY, Lantern Road £495 pcm+Fees 

A beautifully presented mid terraced home close to local 
amenities. Featuring 2 bedrooms, modern fitter kitchen, 
spacious lounge, double glazing, gas central heating, rear 
garden and patio area | allocated parking. EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Ladysmith Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A mid terraced house in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This 
house features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, dining area, new downstairs shower room, 2 good size 
bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. 
EPC: TBC 



KIDDERMINSTER, Keats Place£485 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom ground floor flat, having 
accommodation including; hall, lounge, refitted kitchen with 
appliances, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, gas central heating,double 
glazing and cul de sac location. Virgin Broadband connection 
is availabl^wi^ntranc^j^h^mgert^PC^^^ 


OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£425 pcm+Fees 
This large, split level flat above shops, within walking distance 
to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, 
unfurnished. EPC: E 


HALESOWEN, Belgrave Road£425 pcm+Fees 

A large ground floor modern apartment within walking 
distance to Blackheath Town Centre and local buses. 
Featuring a spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 1 
double bedroom, newly fitted bathroom suite with shower. 
Gas central heating, small rear garden with private entrance. 
Available Now. EPC: TBC 



HALESOWEN, Glynn Crescent£425 pcm+Fees 

A wonderfully presented 1st floor apartment, featuring open 
plan lounge/ kitchen, double bedroom over looking communal 
gardens, modern shower room with large corner shower and 
driveway & garage. The property also features electric heating 
and double glazing. Ideally situated for local train station and 
other amenities. EPC: E 


KIDDERMINSTER, Bewdley Road£425 pcm+Fees 
A fully re-furbished 1 st floor flat comprising of: lounge, fitted 
kitchen with oven/hob, stairs leading to a 1 double bedroom, 
white bathroom suite with shower, gas central heating, double 


LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 


Attractive semi reduced 
in price for quick sale 




REDUCED for a quick sale, 
this well-presented and at¬ 
tractive three-bed semi in 
Himley Road, Dudley is is for 
sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at £175,000. 

It boasts a 26foot lounge/diner 
and 24ft garage. 

With double glazing and central 
heating it has an entrance hall, a 
lounge/diner with a cast iron multi 
fuel burner and patio doors, a stylish 
appealing kitchen, a laundry room,, a 
shower room and a rear garden. 

For more details, call 01902 686868 
or visit www.skitts.net 




Executive detached in 
a cul-de-sac location 



THIS four-bedroomed de¬ 
tached property in Yarn- 
er Close, Milking Bank, 
Dudley is set in a quiet 
cul-de-sac. 

Having good sized family 
accommodation, it is for sale 
through Swinscoes at £269,950. 

The property houses a porch, 
hallway with stairs off and lam¬ 
inate flooring, lounge with a bay 
window, feature fireplace and 
laminate flooring, dining room 
with French doors and laminate 
flooring, kitchen with oven, hob, 
extractor and utility, WC, four 
bedrooms, (en-suite to master) 
and a bathroom. 

It also boats double glazing 
(where specified), gas central 
heating, gardens and a garage. 
Call 01902 672274 or visit www. 
swinscoes.co.uk 













































































































































DRIVETIME 3i 


Mazda brings lot to party 


By Graham Breeze 

Mazda is recovering quick¬ 
ly after UK sales took a big hit 
because of the pound to yen 
exchange rate - and you can 
expect things to get even better 
now that the new Mazda2 is in 
showrooms. 

There’s now a choice of 12 petrol 
and four dieses in a 16-strong line¬ 
up of the company’s best-selling UK 
model and a five level grade struc¬ 
ture of SE, SE-L, SE-L Nav, Sport and 
Sport Nav with prices from £11,995 to 
£17,395. 

And with the brand’s Skyactiv technolo¬ 
gy on board it’s little wonder Mazda boss¬ 
es are predicting a 24 percent sales growth 
this year against pretty flat industry sales. 

The B-segment is a tough place to com¬ 
pete but using Skyactiv technology with its 
striking ‘KODO - Soul of Motion’ design 
philosophy, Mazda claim this model brings 
new levels of technological sophistication, 
driving pleasure and safety to the party. 

At first glance there’s no mistaking this 
latest addition to the Mazda family which 
has particularly attractive headlamp styling 
and a muscular stance. 

But the outstanding features for me 
come in the safety department where Maz¬ 
da has really outshone the rest of the com¬ 
petition in this sector. 

There’s an array of active safety systems 
which you don’t normally get at this level, 
including Anti-lock Brakes (ABS), Electron¬ 
ic Brakeforce Distribution (EBD), Electronic 


Brake Assist (EBA), Dynamic Stability Con¬ 
trol (DSC), Traction Control System (TCS) 
and Emergency Stop Signalling (ESS). 

You also get,Hill Hold Assist (HHA) and 
a Tyre Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS 
as standard across the model range. 

SE-L (90ps & 105ps Diesel), Sport, Sport 
Nav grades and the Sports Launch Edition 
model are further equipped with a Lane 
Departure Warning System (LDWS), and 
Smart City Brake Support (SCBS). 

Operating between speeds of 2.5 and 
18.5mph, SCBS automatically applies the 
brakes if the system detects an imminent 
frontal impact. 

Technology 

There’s also an optional Safety Pack 
on 115ps Sport Nav models offering even 
higher levels of driver assistance with High 
Beam Control (HBC), Blind Spot Moni¬ 
toring (BSM) and Rear Cross Traffic Alert 
(RCTA) system, and an Active Driving Dis¬ 
play. 

Mazda has gone even further by Intro¬ 
ducing my favourite technology to the 
model with the arrival of head-up display 
to the B-segment for the first time. That 
means you get to see your speed dis¬ 
played on the windscreen, so there’s no 
excuse for picking up tickets. 

The cabin is a comfortable place to be 
with increased shoulder room up front, but 
it’s still a little tight for six-footers in the back 
and the boot fails the golf clubs test unless 
you fold down the splitting rear seats. 

There’s now an easy to handle “multi- 
media commander” situated between the 
front seats which enables the driver to con¬ 
trol the seven-inch touch screen display 
system. 



‘Mazda might just be 
under-cooking their sales 
predictions. I think we will 
be seeing a lot of this car 
in the next 12 months.’ 


DAB radio features for the first time in the 

Mazda2 and, in SE-L Nav and Sport Nav 
grades, a new navigation system offers im¬ 
proved search features and three years of 
free map updates. 

Mazda’s in-car connectivity system 
works with compatible iPhone and Android 
smartphones to access a variety of free 
mobile content via Aha™, a cloud platform- 
based service which features thousands 
of stations, personalised, location-based 
services and both Twitter and Facebook 
audio feeds. 


MZD Connect also supports iPod®, 

MP3 and CD playback, terrestrial radio, 
SMS and readout functions. 

The Skyactive 105PS Sports Diesel is 
my favourite from the range at £17,395 and 
producing only 89g/km of emissions. 

On top of that you can reach 62mph in 
10.1 secs and get a top speed of lllmph 
and still achieve over 80mpg. 

Mazda might just be under-cooking their 
sales predictions. 

I think we will be seeing a lot of this car 
in the next 12 months. 










DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• • 

expressandstar.com/drivetime 


i 





Quality Used Cars At Great 


AutOS • 

Prices 


E5 

1 10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 

3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 


a 

08/08Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 

*0NLY 28k MILES* *L0W INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £20 Per Week 

10/10 Renault Clio 1.5 DCi DynamiqueTomTom Diesel Estate 
L j jfW *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* 77k, Beige, Sat Nav,Air Con, CD 

e5495 / £28 Per Week 


W' 

07/57 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 

3dr, 53k,Violet,Alloys, Full Leather,Air Con, Heated Screen, CD 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 

Ha 

03/03 AudiTT Roadster 1.8 ( ISO blip )T Convertible 
ONLY 58k MILES, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£5295 / £30 Per Week 


cz 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.216v (79bhp) Acenta+ 

3dr,48k, Grey Metallic, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


09/59 Suzuki SX41.5 GL 

59k, Grey,Air Con, CD 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


Lit 

07/57Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 

51k,Blue,*LOWINSURANCE*AirCon,CD,Climate Pack 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


09/09 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXI 

5dr, 46k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 


H 

07/07Suzuki Swift I.3GL 

*0NE OWNER* 47k, Burnt Orange, CD Player, E/Windows 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


07/57 Renault Kangoo 1.616v 95 Expression Automatic, 

37k, Red CD, E/Windows, Sliding Side Doors 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 



06/06 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style Climate 

3dr, 59k, Black, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con, Heated Screen, CD 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 

£ £ 

07/07 Ford Fusion l.6TDCi Plus 

Diesel, 48k, Silver, *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 


E 

07/57 FiatPunto 1.2 Dynamic 

5dr, 39 k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£3495 / £19 Per Week 

& 

08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 lOOhp 

39k,*LOW INSURANCE* Black, Alloys, Air Con,CD 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 



03/03 Peugeot 3071.6 Rapier I6v 

78k, Silver,Aloys,Air Con, CD 

£1995 / £13 Per Week 


03/03 Mercedes E220 CDi Diesel Classic 

100k, Beige, Full Cream Leather,Alloys, CD,Air Con 

£4295 / 21 Per Week 


ES 

03/03 MGZS+ 1.8 Stepspeed AUTOMATIC 

65k, Green, Alloys, Half Leather, Park Sensors 

£1695 / £15 Per Week 


Finance example: Nissan Micra 1.216v (79bhp) Acenta+ 3dr, Cash Price £3995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8 
APR, 60 Payments of £80.83 (£18.66 per week) Total amount payable £5149.80 (Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


I 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 
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OakGarage® 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, .CO.llk 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


A 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

61 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue Only 480 Miles £8,795 

12 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Silver Only 550 Miles £9,495 

12 Astra 1.4 Exclusiv Brown Only 3900 Miles £9,495 

12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Red Only 5000 Miles £8,495 

12 Microcar M-Go 0.5 SXI 3dr Auto Blue Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

12 3008 1.6 HDI Active II Red Only 6000 Miles £10,495 

12 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 8000 Miles £8,995 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles £7,795 

12 Gr Scenic 1.6 Dyn Tomtom Black Only 10000 Miles £9,495 

63 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles £12,495 

12 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ White Only 11000 Miles £11,995 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 11000 Miles £8,495 

61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dynamique Silver Only 11000 Miles £6,795 

61 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Black Only 12000 Miles £8,795 

11 Mini One 1.6 Orange Only 12000 Miles £7,995 

Citroen 

61 C3 1.4 VTR+Blue 15k £6,995 

10 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 33k £6,995 

11 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 17k £11,495 

61 C4G Picasso 1,6HDi VTR+EGS Silver 21k £10,295 

58 C5 2.0 HDI VTR+4dr Blue 71k £4,995 

13 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Auto Yellow 16k £9,495 

13 DS5 2.0 HDI Dstyle Grey 31k £13,495 

Ford 

10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41 k £6,995 

12 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Silver 18k £7,495 

12 Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 18k £9,495 

05 Focus 2.0 TDCI Ghia Black 63k £3,495 

56 Fusion 1.4 Zetec Semi Auto Blue 43k £3,495 

08 Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate Silver 24k £2,995 

08 Mondeo 2.0 TDCI Ghia Silver 35k £5,295 

Nissan 

13 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Red 15k £8,995 

61 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 24k £10,795 

Peugeot 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k £6,295 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access Vapour Grey 22k £8,995 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGC Vapor Grey 16k £9,495 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGC Red 24k £9,495 

09 407 2.0 HDI Sport Coupe Black 83k £4,495 


Renault 

60 Megane 1.6 Generation Red 20k 

56 Gr Scenic 1.9 DCI Dyn Black 76k 

Vauxhall 

57 Astra 1.4 Club Silver 73k 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k 

61 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Brown 23k 
08 Meriva 1.4 Club Black 34k 

59 Meriva 1.4 Design Black 60k 

13 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 18k 
11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Silver 18k 
Other 

07 Daihatsu Terios 1.5 S Grey 47k 
57 Dodge Caliber 2.0 SX CVT Auto Red 73k 
05 Wagon 1.3 R+ GL Auto Red 45k 


£4,995 

£3,795 

£3,495 

£7,995 

£6,995 

£3,995 

£3,995 

£8,495 

£7,495 

£5,995 

£3,995 

£2,495 


'- o > 


This Weeks 
Special 


Nissan Micra 
1.2 Acenta 
61 Reg 
Auto 





Alloys 
Air Con 
Sat Nav 
Bluetooth 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 

Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 



Merry Hill 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co. u k 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


This estate 
from Skoda 
has a lot for 
the money 

By Bill McCarthy 


Skoda is bargain basement no longer, but 
still a bargain nevertheless and underpinned 
by the quality of the VW group. 

So successful has the transformation of the Czech 
brand been, that it now challenges VW with a cheaper 
alternative that still feels of the highest quality. 

There are many models, but the estate version of the Oc- 
tavia is one of the best, offering practicality with a massive 
boot, excellent fuel economy, especially through the VW 
sourced engines and a solid build quality. 

It offers the biggest boot space in its class, matching and 
shaming bigger cars. 

It is also cheap to run for business users who will look 
keenly at the massive stowage space available with low 
C02 emissions meaning. 

There is also the four wheel-drive version tested here 
which adds to the practicality. It won’t be tackling river 
crossings, but will prove sure-footed and stable in muddy 
or snowy conditions thanks to the extra grip and upgraded 
suspension at the rear. 

The exterior design is hardly eye-popping, it has an un- 
fussy functional look that will not offend, although it features 
neat light clusters front and back, with all models featuring 
alloys wheels. 

Add roof rails and it looks smarter still and like many es¬ 
tates these days, no longer the ugly duckling compared to 
the saloon. 


Practical 

The interior has a less-is-more simplicity, with a neat, 
practical layout which is intuitive and easy to use. High qual¬ 
ity soft touch plastics and hard-wearing upholstered seats 
give the car a feeling of quality and solidity. 

Seats are adjustable so you can get a decent driving 
position, ever for shorter people while all-round vision is 
good. 

The best bit, of course, is the boot space, offering 610 li¬ 
tres of space with the rear seats in place, 1,740 litres with the 
rear bench folded, which can be done by releasing a single 
catch for the seats to fold flat. 

A shopping net and cargo hooks will keep things stable 
in the cavernous space. 

All models are well equipped with the mid-range SE test¬ 
ed here offering plenty: foglights, touchscreen infotainment 
screen, with CD player, Bluetooth, DAB digital radio four- 
spoke leather steering wheels, drive mode selection, dual 
zone climate control, USB and aux-in connection sock¬ 
ets,voice control for phone and navigation where specified. 

Powerful 

There is a choice of petrol and diesel engines with the 
model here featuring a powerful, yet frugal two-litre diesel. 
It is plenty quick enough, but fuel economy is stunning with 
a claimed 57.6mpg with 124 g/km of C02 making it cheap 
to run. 

Put your foot down and the car will hit 60mph from a 
standing start in just 8.7 seconds, but take care, economy 
plummets. It is a superb engine, refined and quiet and per¬ 
forms admirably on urban road or motorways. 

As an aid to economical driving the SE features Driving 
Mode Selection, with Normal, Eco, Sport and Individual set¬ 
tings. These change the throttle setting and steering set up. 
Select economy and with stop/start technology, you really 
can eke the fuel out. 

For safety there are seven airbags: front, front side, cur¬ 
tain and driver’s knee, plus driver fatigue sensor, hill hold 
control, plus traction and stability control programmes and 
automatic post collision braking system. 

Starting at £15,745, it’s a lot of car for the money. Practical 
and spacious and reasonably stylish, its hard to fault the 
Octavia Estate. 

TESTED 

Skoda Octavia Estate SE 4x4 2.0TDI 
Price: £22,715 

Mechanical: 150PS, 1,968cc diesel engine 

driving all wheels via 6-speed manual gearbox 

Max speed: 132mph 

0-60mph: 8.7 seconds 

Combined mpg: 57.6 

Insurance group: 19E 

C02 emissions: 124g/km 

BIK rating: 20% 

Warranty: 3yrs/60,000 miles 
















































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


*t marts r ir'‘ 



Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 

X 


1 


Family 



BARGAIN! 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER Pride Go Go 
Elite Traveller Sport. Excellent con¬ 
dition. 18 months old. Dismantles 
for car boot. £339 ono. 01902 
897581. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

MOUNTWAY ‘NEPTUNE’ Bath Lift. 
Six months old, £250. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01543 503957. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



GIANT FCR3 BIKE quick release 
wheels, 20” frame, 14 speed. 
Excellent condition. £120. 

07984 320946. 



DOREMA PORCH Awning 210 x 
150cm, hardly used. Green. £110. 
01902 761982 or 07974 690711. 



ABI SUPREME EQUARRY 

2 berth caravan, end bathroom, 
awning, winter cover plus 
numerous extras, including new 
tyres. 

£1,750 ono. 

01384 296663. 


AVONDALE WENLOCK 

1998, 4 berth, single axle alloy 
wheels, end washroom, toilet, 
seperate shower, full cooker, 3 
way fridge, hot and cold water, 
blow air heating, fly screens, 
blinds. 

£1,500 ono. 

01902 567358 or 07789 
152980. 


FAMILY 

TOURING 


BAILEY RANGER 550/6 

2006 Series 5 Six Berth with 
End Fixed Bunks. Excellent 
condition comes with full 
awning and other extras lovely 
family van 
£6,100. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07780 964792. 



BESSACARR CAMEO 
420 GLS 

16ft twin axle, large 2/3 berth 
trouring caravan, immaculate 
condition. 

Fully loaded, with generator 
(unused). 

First £1,195. 

01902 457215 
or 

07552 801216. 


COACHMAN 2 BERTH 

420-2 model, 2003, well looked 
after, mover, warm air, fridge, 
gas cooker, hot water, blinds, 
many extras, 3 metre awning. 

£2,950 

01902 742819 


COMPASS, 1996, 4 berth, good 
condition, £1,500 ono. 

Telephone 07939 437136. 
DOREMA PORCH Awning 210 x 
150cm, hardly used. Green. £99. 
01902 761982 or 07974 690711. 

ELDDIS AVANTE 534 2003, 18ft, 4- 
berth, end fix bed, light weight, 
many extras, awning, excellent 
condition £4,600. 07444 213541. 

ELDISS XL WHIRLWIND 
2000 

Two berth, 12 ft., shower, toilet, 
blow-air heating, fly screens 
and blinds, full oven and 
cooker, full awning, many 
extras, no damp or damage, 
£2,100 07880 843208 



LUNA DELTA 520-2 LUXURY 
TOURER 


Top of the range. 

Stored on quiet storage/use 
caravan site adjacent to J21 M5 
Weston. 

Immaculate condition. 
Bereavement forces sale. 

£2,500 ovno. 

01384 254530. 



SITED AT BEWDLEY 


Twin unit lodge, 36 x 20, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, 
winterized, fully furnished, 
superb views, 11 month site. 

£67,000 

07926761525 



STATIC CARAVAN 


Clarach bay Aberystwyth D/G, 
G/CH Three Bedrooms sleeps 
6 Shower Room & Separate 
toilet Fully Equipped Kitchen 
Lots of Extras S/F Paid for 2015 
£12,500 ono 
01952617029 



STATIC CARAVAN SITED 
“MUST SELL** 

BK Bluebird Caprice, 36 x 12ft, 
3 bed plus ensuite, DG, CH, 
large decking, Pub and fishing 
pools on site, Holt Heath, 
Wo res. 

£17,500 ono. 

07450 208244. 



STERLING EUROPA 

2 berth, full oven and cooker. 
Shower, bathroom. 

Fly screens/blinds. 

Full awning and porch awning 
with many extras. 

£1295. 

07948182489. 


BARGAIN 


STERLING SEARCHER 

2001, twin axle, fixed bed, end 
bathroom, motor mover, full 
Dorema awning. 

All extras thrown in. 

Cris registered, non smokers, 
owned for 7 years. 
Genuine reason for sale. 
Good condition. 

£3,995 ono. 

07939 920366. 


BARGAIN 


SWIFT DELAMERE 

2003, 4 berth, fixed bed, motor 
mover, awning and all extras, 
good condition. 

£4,900 ono. 

Telephone 01902 411919 
or 07950 402304. 


TOURING CARAVAN 

2001 Swift Challenger Life Style 
530 SE. Low usage. Stored in 
garage from new, many extras, 
awning, mover, condition like 
new. 

£3,995. 

01384 295413. 


TOURING CARAVAN 

2001 Swift Challenger Life Style 
530 SE. Low usage. Storecf in 
garage from new, many extras, 
awning, mover, condition like 
new. 

£4,500. 

01384 295413. 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

28 x 10, 2 bedrooms, 1996 
model. On quiet site, Mid 
Wales. Site fees included for 
2015. Dog friendly. 

£4,950. 

Telephone 07922 351352 


3 BEDROOM 
STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 

£10,995 including site fees 
for 2015 season. 

SITED AT 

TY MAWR HOLIDAY PARK 
T0WYN, NORTH WALES. 

Perfect for a large family, 
sleeps 8 people. 

Fantastic live entertainment and 
facilities including indoor heated 
swimming pool with flume, multi¬ 
sports court, adventure playground, 
kids club and lots more. 

Call 07946 350132 



; AH Caravans Wanted: 

* Any Age or Condition ; 

i *CASH * WAITING* I 

i Immediate collection : 

* Call Bill on 07825 325 913 ; 

A MODERN 4-berth caravan wanted 
urgently. 

Telephone 01299 266415 
anytime. 

TOURING CARAVAN wanted 
in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


WANTED 

MOTORHOME, CARAVAN 
OR CAMPER. 

Regardless of age or condition, 
damp or damaged, 
with or without MoT. 

Cash waiting. 

Telephone 077895 48005. 



COMPLETE P.A. SYSTEM 

Everything for the entertainer. 
£350 ono. 01 §02 820634 or 07985 
747168. 

YAMAHA MG24/14FX MIXER. High 
quality, very good condition, with 
flight case, manual, spare leads 
and LED light, £550 ono. 

07875 365450. 



CLAY TRAPS, 5, old, manual clay 
traps, all seated, double throw, 
£350 ono. 07973 392690. 


Free 

ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



★ ANTIQUES / * 

COLLECTORS FAIR 

FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 8:30AM - 3:30PM 
Free Admission 
CORNBOW HALL 
HAGLEY STREET, HALESOWEN 
B63 3AT (next to Wilco’s) 
07712 597468 / 07783 680627 
If you have any unwanted antiques, turn 
them into cash, we also buy! 

* www.blackcountryfairs.co.ukw * 

\ 


3 

Home & 
Services 



CONSERVATORY FURNITURE. 

Wicker and cane, sofa, two chairs, 
(with padded cushions), good con¬ 
dition. £80. 01562 824742. 

CREAM LEATHER suite, 3 seater, 
chair and large foot stool. £250 ono. 

01902 884524. 

CREAM LEATHER suite, 3 seater, 
chair and large foot stool. £250 ono. 
01902 884524. 

LARGE TWO Seater 3 piece suite 2 
cosy chairs and in jumbo cord, 
beige & faux leather, new condition 
£550 ono. 01952 770111. 

LEATHER ARMCHAIR Queen 
Anne style, excellent condition, can 
deliver. £160 ono. 0121 602 6576. 

OLD CHARM refrectory table and 4 
chairs, good condition £150. 

01902 630002. 

SIX WHEELBACK chairs, (4 x 2), 
excellent condition, £60. Mahogany 
gateleg table, £35. 07855 559461. 

YEW TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS, 

display unit and base+base unit, all 
immaculate. £200. 01785 712637 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 

MAMOD STEAM Engines/ Trains 
wanted all conditions/descriptions, 
Dinky,Corgi Spot-on diecast vehi¬ 
cles. 01902 745598. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 


hotmail.com 



MOTORHOME 


With or without MoT. 
Anything considered. 
Cash paid. 
Private buyer. 

May consider Caravan 




VINTAGE TOYS 

A best cash price paid. 

All conditions 

Dinky,Corgi,Tri-ang Spot-on 

Britains.Airfix 

Mamod Steam Engines 

Live steam Wilesco/Bowmans 

Scalextric 

Enamel Advertising Signs 
Railway collections 
Pre 1970 Annuals 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert etc 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 



VINTAGE TOYS 

A best cash price paid. 

All conditions 

Dinky,Corgi,Tri-ang Spot-on 

Britains.Airfix 

Mamod Steam Engines 

Live steam Wilesco/Bowmans 

Scalextric 

Enamel Advertising Signs 
Railway collections 
Pre 1970 Annuals 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert etc 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CAST IRON WOOD BURNER, 

framed glass front. 19” x 17” x 26”. 
£135. For details: 01902 894593 
MATTRESS TEMPUR Original 
Deluxe 2225, Aingle. Used 1 week 
only. Cost £1,129, will accepy half, 
room needed. 01902 733700 



V_ 

service 

\ 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 


Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



lAB-BIIndsl 


Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

^www.ab-blinds.co.uk^ 


c 


aerials 


A A DIGITAL 

MHM 


I AERIALS 


Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

01543 439095 
01922 716029 
^9 07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


builders 


D & T BUILDERS All Building Work 
Undertaken. Free Quotes. 
07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


^ building services 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 
994465 


I carpet & upholstery" 

V_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 


Call Paul 07870 341089 


c 

fencing 

□ 



PORTWAY FENQING 


^SPECIAL OFFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

for C69 5TO.dK 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 7DZ 
Office: 012,1,531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656^*“^ 


gardening ' 
i services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 

H GARDEN SERVICES 
No Job To Small! Free Quotes! 
Call Now 07752146554 


\ 

house clearances 
v___ 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / > 

i decorators 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


ABLE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


PGS Roofing 

All roofing work covered 

Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 

Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 _ 

M ,?pS 0 ™§a F s la iS°|iffi' a ANIMAL SAMARITANS 
01902 238989/07580 465449. LOVING HOME WANTED 



PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, flat roofing, 
no job to small 40 years experience. 
Keith: 07546 158165 


We have in our care a lovely 
little Bichon Frise x Westie boy, 
3 years old, neutered and 
vaccinated. 

A special home is needed for 
him due to a behavioural 
problem which can easily be 
resolved with patience and 
TLC. 



AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 

nM.m« 


For more information call 
01384 252158. 


GERMAN SHEPHERD bitch, 14 
months, good with children and 
other animals. Work commitment 
due to sale. £250. 0787 1932428. 


JAY 

Is a 11 year small German 
Shepherd X Lurcher, in rescue 
through no fault of her own, she 
is sligntly deaf and does suffer 
with ear problems but all vet 
bills will be paid for by rescue. 

Loves walks, very active, loves 
to play, can any one offer this 
lovely girl a home, or long term 
foster home. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


MHM friWi*! 

ymjlljJJJ] 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 


4 

Pets & 


Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

EXERCISE CART to fit 13hh - 14hh 
with set of harness, the lot £275. 
07761 379384. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 



KIND HOMES WANTED 
WHITNEY 12yr Jack Russell X 
chihuahua, lovely, loves walks 
PATCH 4yr black and white 
border collie, shy with new 
people 

TOBY 18mth Collie, mostly 
white, shy gentle boy, 

REX lOmth Jack Russell x 
Spaniel, small, used to 
dogs/children, sweet dog 
CHARLIE 4yr old handsome 
border collie, elderly owners 
can no longer care for him, 
affectionate well trained. 
BOSS 5yr lab x staffie, chunky 
boy, lovely. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


SCOTTIE PUPS Excellent tempera¬ 
ment and pedigree with both 
parents, ready now. 07939 036441. 

SPRINGER SPANIEL bitch, 18 
months old, black / white / blue, vac¬ 
cinated, micro chipped, reluctant 
sale, £200. 07956 750989. 


WESTIE PUPPIES excellent tem¬ 
perament, parents can be seen, 
ready now. £495. 07949 652806. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


LOCAL PEST Control Business for 
sale, sole trader and Ltd Company, 
£4,500 ono. For further detaifs 
contact 01902 846067. 



UNITS TO LET 
1500sq ft and 2400sq ft, 
Brierlev Hill town centre 

Good Rates. 
Contact anytime and 
please leave message 

01746 710179. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 2, 2015 
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01902 628060 or 0800 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Wolverhampton 

properties 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 

■ Any condition 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


Subject to terms 


we can buy 
your house in 




SELL FAST 


y Property investor needs 


properties in your area 


y Cash payments 

AND GET 

y We will cover all your 
fees 

A BETTER 

y Quicker service 

PRICE 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 

i2S 


■ run by women 


* No Fees* ' 

» Any property 1 

► Any condition < 

» Free confidential 


OSOO 160 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


fill STOP f 

fill WE PAY MORE J 




0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


SICK 

H of trying to sell yoor hoose 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

01922 689023 


etter 

ash 

deal 


Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Aston Wood Propertie: 

NO STRINGS ! 

Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call anytime 

08006335226 / 
01922689023 , 


CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 
*Local *Honest 
^Reliable 
0800 389 6788 
01384 226086 




IWILLBUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 2740398 



Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 
sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 



HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


£285pcm, no Dss, near’ KFC, off 
Stafford Road. 01902 374375. 

A1 CITY CENTRE Apartment, fully 
furnished, parking, heating, DG, 
£360pcm. No DSS. 07966 266154. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DUDLEY/OLDBURY/Blackheath 

1-2 Bed Flat/House, Rent/Dep neg. 
0121 550 0064 / 07970 980955. 


A AARDVARK Always Pays More 

for the best price now. 
Call 0121 308 7786 

A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 


DSS ok. Call 07723 016692. 

ONE BED flat, Merrydale, by 
Bantock Park, unfurnished, 
£385pcm. 01902 759705. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07940 116130 


1 BUY YOUR HI 

' ★ANY AREA ★ANY PRICE ft ANY CONDITION*' 
CALL PAULA ON 

01384 467643 

INDEPENDENT ★ LOCAL ★ CONFIDENTIAL ★, 


TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 
£265,000. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 



THREE BED HOLIDAY 
LODGE 

Near Welshpool, refurbed, site 
fees paid till 2016, prime 
position on lake, own fishing 
peg, swimming pool, tennis 
court, club house. 

£57,000 ovno, 

For further details call 07727 
408770/01568 612391. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800111 44 
01543 499 06Z 
Anytime 




FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

0800 500 3109 

01902 628060 


Need Fast Cash? 


Buying property since 1984 


Buyi 

THE > 

0800 077 8801 
01384 226087 


;t offermn 

LYOURtHOUSEf 


DON’T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 


YNYSLAS, BORTH 

Bungalow, 3 bedrooms, 2 
ensuite, lounge, dining conser¬ 
vatory, breakfast bar area. 
External conservatory, large 
tandem garage, set in large 
garden. 

£290,000 ono. 

07926 012244. 




CHALET. CLARACH BAY 

Near Aberystwyth. 
Beautiful area with lovely walks. 
Three minutes walk to sea. 
Club house. Shops. 
Childrens play area. 
Swimming pool. 

Dogs welcome. 

Fully renovated. Living room. 
Kitchen. Shower room. 

Two bedrooms. 

Outside decking. Leaving some 
furniture and furnishing. 
Photos on request. 

£13,750. 

07969156824. 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TWO BED DOUBLE UNIT 
PARK HOME 

Enviable position overlooking 
canal in Cookley. 

Over 50’s 11 month site. 

£128,950 ono. 
Telephone 01562 850838. 


Jobs 


V Drtm toinmjWM 

DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 

HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


[ - —I— SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


MECHANICAL FITTER 
ASSEMBLER 

Looking work in the Midlands. 

Own van and tool. 

Own van with tools if needed. 

Telephone Martin Cotter 
on 07450189193. 


RETIRED TIME SERVED 
CARPENTER/JOINER 

Requires casual / part time 
work. Own van /tools. Has been 
involved in general mainte¬ 
nance for last 12 years. 
CRB cleared. 

01384 375672/07527 360303. 


SHAW STONE SURFACES are a 

granite worktop company based in 
Halesowen currently recruiting due 
to expansion for all positions 
including Finishers, Templators 
and Fitters. Relevant experience is 


EXPERIENCED STYLIST required, 
part / time, Cradley Heath. Tele¬ 
phone 01384 567676. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

liaiW* 

Classified 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 

















































































































ClassIfiedAds 


8 

Motoring 


CITROEN C3 VTR+. 2011. 1 owner, 
19,000 miles. Grey. 11 months 
MoT. Serviced. Very good condi¬ 
tion. £5,250. o.n.o. 01384 872192 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA 1.2 style, 2008, 3dr, 
40,000 miles, 10 months MoT, 2 
owners, excellent condition, £3,400 
ono. 07941 636448. 

FORD FOCUS Estate, 1.6 TDCi, 
2008, full MoT, 12 service stamps, 
146k miles, any inspection, £2,250. 
01902 789597. 07597 567731. 

FORD MONDEO XL 2.0 diesel, 56 
reg, 6-speed, 73,000 miles, service 
history, gold, cruise control, AC, 
MoT, £1,975. 01922 492321. 

FORD RANGER Thunder Double 
Cab. 2006. Black. Full MoT. Recent 
service. Excellent condition. £4,600 
ono. 07811 216725. 

HYUNDAI GETZ 1.1, 2006, 60,000 
miles, silver, fsh, MoT, very good 
condition, 5 door, lady owned, 
£2,250. 07522 475039. 



LEXUS IS 200 SPORT 


2002, Black, electric pack, air 
bag, air con, alarm, MoT March 
16, central locking, two owner, 
cruise control, pas, sunroof, 
Alloys, CD, Superb. 
£2,100 ono. 

07927 570484. 


PEUGEOT 206 2.0 HDi, 2005, 56k, 
12 months MoT, sports trim, 
first to see will buy, £1,550 o.n.o. 
07956 824505. 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi GT, 2006, 
89,000k, FSH, grey 3dr, MoT, 
leather, alloys, a/c pan roof, £110 
tax, £3,300 07522 475039. 


RENAULT CLIO 
1.2 EXPRESSION 


2007. Metallic Dark Blue. 
Showroom condition. 


21,281 miles from new. FSH. 
£3,350 ono. 

01902 681036/07753 
412107. 


TOYOTA AYGO met black, 3-dr, 
2010, 37,000 miles, alloys, A/C, 
sport seats, full Toyota SH, 1 owner 
from new £3,800. 07447 080212. 

TOYOTA COROLLA T Spirit VVTi, 
5-dr hatchback, 54 plate, 2004, 3 
owners from new, 52,890 miles, 
Mot June, £2,500 ono. 07568 
523787. 


VW PASSATT 1.9 TDi, 2007, FSH, 
150k miles, full MoT, immaculate, 
Sat Nav, 2 owners, all previous 
MoT’s. £2,300. 07866 030218. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



Diesel. 2004. Black. Leather 
Interior. Electric windows. 12 
months MoT. Metallic paint. 
Central locking. PAS. Alloys. 
CD. Stereo. 


Bargain. 

£1,350 

07811 340605. 


AUDI A4 ESTATE 1999 silver, new 
clutch, MoT, CD, £475. 

01584 890375. 

BROWN LEATHER recliner sofas, 3 
seater and 2 seater, excellent con¬ 
dition, £450. 07725 902412. 

FORD FIESTA 1.4, 5dr, petrol, 02 
reg, very good condition, £999 ono. 
Please call 01938 570415 or 07813 
047217. 


FORD KA 2006, 75,000 miles, MoT 
Sept, any trial, silver, all MoT’s 
shown. £895 ono. 

01902 655467. 

FORD KA STYLE 04, MoT, good 
condition, red, 2 lady owners. 

£975 ono. 

07754 557861. 

FORD MONDEO Auto 2001,2.0i LX, 
MoT 6/15, 78k. 1 owner from new. 
very good condition, garaged/cared 
for.Good value:£650.012T5501515 

NISSAN ALMERA 1999, 89,000 
miles, metallic red, abs, air bag, 
electric mirrors, long MoT, CD £350 
ono 01384 232586. 

PEUGEOT 307, 2004, 72,000 miles, 
black, 1.4, 16v, 5 door, 12 months 
MoT, well maintained, very good 
condition for year, £1,300. 

07971 537115. 

PEUGOET 206 CONVERTIBLE, 

52 reg, 57,000 miles, lady owner, 
leather trim, MoT’d, alloys, £1,250. 
o.n.o. 07754 557861 

RENAULT CLIO Auto, 1.4 Expres¬ 
sion 38k SR, AC, PAS full MoT good 
condition £995. 07848 480655. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.4 petrol, 2001, 
85,000 miles, red, electric windows, 
MoT, central locking, CD, £499 ono 
07800 766241, 

RENAULT SCENIC 7 seater, 55 reg, 
grey, MoT May. 

£1,400. 

07958 506305. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 SXi CDTi 
Diesel, 2004, black, e/w, radio, cd, 
MoT’d, service history, alloys. 
£1,200 ono. 07954 419531. 

VOLVO V70 2001, 7 seater family 
pack, MoT September 2015, blue, 
petrol, clean for year, drives well 
£895. 07938 446750. 


VOLVO V70 ESTATE. 

Automatic, 02, 112k, MoT’d, 
SH. Very reliable. 

Good condition 

£1,195. 

Genuine callers only please. 
07850 330251. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 

Local 

Information 


MALE SEEKING FEMALE 
COMPANY 

Aged between 40 - 60. 
Interests include fishing, 
countryside, spectator sports, 
meals out. 

WLTM lady with similar 
interests. 

Box Number PI 9756, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1ES 




LYE TOWN U’lO’S 
Current year 5 

Seeks experienced Players to 
strengthen existing team as we 
progress to 9 a side. 

Please contact Mark on 
07816 543814 or 
Claire or 07702 116773. 


VW PASSAT Estate, 03 Reg., MoT, 
5 new tyres, £750 o.n.o. 01902 
423198. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


CLASSIC Rover Mini Cooper, 1999, 
British racing green, 59,900 miles, 
11 months l\/foT, £3,500. 01902 
753702. 



VAUXHALL VIVARO 

White, 09 plate, just MoT’d and 
serviced, Nokia hands free, 
roofrack, very clean, no rust, 
ready for work. 

£5,500 ono. 

07976 820439 / 

01902 727706. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £ 89 ! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



SUZUKI GSX750Y good condition, 
16,716 miles just serviced,4 
months mot. great commuter 
bike.EI ,395 ono 07847098733 
VESPA PX 125. 13,000 miles, 
2 months MoT, in Pistachio. 
Nice Mod Scooter. £1,500. o.n.o. 

07989 849461 or 01902 783631. 


YAMAHA TYROS 1 professional 
quality keyboard, very good condi¬ 
tion, buyer collects. £500 ono. 
07807 205745. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 

1st CHOICE 


01902 562853 / 07977 499516 
07895 346811 - 24 hrs 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 

L 






WIGHTWICK WARRIORS 

Newly promoted to SDYFL 
Division 1 are looking for U’12’s 
this season, U’13 next season 
(year 7/8 new school year). 
Reasons to join 
1 .Free with no subs. 

2. Promoted last 2 seasons. 

3. Fantastic new ground with all 
weather flood lit pitch for 

training. 

4. Chartered Standard club with 

FA Licenced Coaches. 

Call Paul on 07730 152111 to 
discuss why you should join. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ATTENTION LADIES 40-55. 

Please don’t pass this advert 
by, read on and see I’m a 
genuine guy. 

51, slim, attractive, GSOH, 
romantic too, hoping for reply 
from a lady like you. 

Box Number PI 9751 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


I AM LOOKING MY TWO 
NEPHEWS 

KM AY AND K MAY 
Could be in the Lichfield area or 
surrounding. 

Can you please contact Auntie 
Thelma in Bryn Llanelli, South 
Wales. 

Box Number PI 9757, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 


TELEPHONE-01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

*S0URCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 



LONDON 

THEATRE 

BREAKS 


i 
' * 



o' 


Choose your show, price bantTand how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Local Specialists'* 
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Building Plans 


Cleaning Services 


Electricians 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 01543 226104 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 

RlinrlcdlPQcrlirprt rnm 


po you prepare 

Building 
Plans?? I 

If you want to advertise 
your business call 


If you war 

* u ' tu T q1 g59Q 




Appliance Repairs 


\2Mfflig EMifliQ 

and all White Goods 

"Don't go and. m 

buy a new one, 
get it repaired...' 


AvA Etecamrs© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



Klassy^ Kleeners 


'Where attention to detail matters' 

Don’t fuss, 

leave the cleaning to us! 

0121 565 4411 Mobile: 07770 077 116 

Facebook: f acebook. com/kl assy kleeners 
Email: klassykleeners@mail.com 
Web: klassykleeners.co.uk 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic. Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


Double Glazing 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) 


nIei 

I APPR0\i 


Misled Sealed Units? 

Contact us lor a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations@ ^^5-' 
blackcountryglazing.com m >*~ 

* n. 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


RADIATOR COVERS 


SPECIALISTS IN BESPOKE SOLID 
WOOD RADIATOR COVERS AND 
HOME FURNISHINGS 



Roberts 
Guttering 
Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
_ 07767869792 

THE WINDOW D0CT0RI Soffits Fascias 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 




Elegant} 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 




For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


Fencing 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts f 4 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 S 6 I 1881 
07532 200591 


Call: \ 
07730 
477564 




A1 

DECORATING 

services. City 
& Guilds, no job 
too small. Free 
quotes, 

Tel: 07903 
820418 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Call Richard - 07593 392 S14 

www.iveryhomefurniihingi.co.uk 

CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


SM CARPENTRY & BUILDING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s V 

• loft conversions V 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^s. 1 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices — 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Driveways 


0ISC0UNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Paths • Patios 
• Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




ABB\DIRECT 

TIMBER SUPPLIES 

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 8.30am - 1 pm 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 



Skirtings • Architraves Planed Timbers • Sawn Timbers 
Sheet Materials* Fencing Panels • Garden Gates • Decking Etc 

Tel: 01384 456201 
Mob: 07967 588161 




Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 

Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 

Call us today on 
0121 531 6884 or 07753 393562 

f or more information 
www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
t - j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


AM ELECTRICAL "3 
SERVICES ^ 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower./ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingv*Safety Reports 
CCTV / BurgularAlarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 % 
07785 781652 


LB fFencIng 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOTE 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co.ukM 


Fencing 8 Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slava on| 

113*4 242891 or 17979 300586 
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Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 



Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 


> PATIOS > GAROTI CLEARANCE 

> BLOCK PAVING > FENCING 
> BRICKWORK > DECKING 
> ORXVEWAVS > TURFING 


0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


Maple Leaves Landscaping 


DECKING, SLABBING, FENCING, 

WALLS,TURFING, HEDGING 

All size gates made to measure. 

For every aspect of your gardening needs, give me a ring any time 
7 days a week for FREE estimates and great ideas. 

Over 35 years'experience 

07739 580558 




mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


R & S Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken \ 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01384 214871 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


5* ARTIFICIAL 

LAWNS 


★ 20% Discount ★ 

★ Supplied and fitted ★ 

★ Supply only ★ 

★ Maintenance free ★ 

★ Pet friendly ★ 
Your local specialists 

Call Bob 07771 955065 
or Rudy 07784 264091 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 




MOT 


Gas Heating Services 


130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


* Central Heating 


•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 


Gas and Boiler Services 


Motoring Accessories 


*Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 


Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 


Fully Trained 
Engineers 


Family Run 
Business 



|II 

FREE QUOTES 

lasterCanl ^Maestrol 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


) •Batm 
* \ -y •Radii 
* , •Outsi 


All General Plumbing Undertaken 

• Bathrooms Suites 

• Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

• Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

wsmmmmmmm 


OUSEHOLD 

_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 


5 • Stone Walls 
8 • Stone Floors 

• Brickwork 

• Patios and Paths 

I • Indian Sandstone & Limestone 


• Crazy Paving 

• Fireplaces 

• Pointing 

• York Flagstone 

• Stone and Slate Cladding 


C A. Plastering 


_ All installations and repairs 

Supply and fit or fit only L "“H 


www.featurestonepaving.co.uk 

9 

Phone/Fax: 01384 459733 | Mobile: 07976 986738 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 

l %o ^ uality rendering and terrolinin 9- 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Property Maintenance 


07538 718264 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 


West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

* Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
?r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 




Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 


Goodwyns 


Quality recovers, part or full. 
Replacement fabric, foam, springs & caster’s. 
Suites, chair and recliners. 

All repairs undertaken 

rowr- o/ddtufe /iAe Meta... 


Q/oy 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


DH PLASUMRS 


Kni g ht Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 


FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 




PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


01384 234756 


it 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 


Unit 81, Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, DY2 8DX 


and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water FI eaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


iM ^irorg < 




ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


•BRICKWORK -BLOCK PAVING CLEANING 
•GUTTERING -FELT ROOFING -POINTING UP 
•EXTERIOR PAINTING DECORATING 
•ELECTRICAL WORK -LANDSCAPING 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

fPCosnetassc^p 

®D2o (ms@as mmsmwf 
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Local Specialists 
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KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


©v. 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Electrical 


Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 


-I — +=- Ol 384 278471 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


ALL 


72 WlS i : I 4 





ROOFING 


(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE - 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

A1.1 BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving . co. uk 


V 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


WI&S 


ROOFING SERVICES 


ALL ASPECTS 

OF ROOFING 
n UNDERTAKEN 
ROOFING 

» Pitched roof repaired • Flat roofs replaced 

* Chimneys/Ridge tiles repointed 

• UPVC Fascia Soffit & Guttering 

Concrete Guttering removal I 

MEMBER OF FIXAHOME L | 

TRADERS SCHEME 
01384 864012 0782 1614440 


bust prices 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7DAYSA WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 

SPECIAL OFFERS 



New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


> 

Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 075841 

081228 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 

p, (HID2EI© 

’“'Complete Bathrooms 
Tiling ancTpiumbihg 
Kitchens and Conservatories 
All work undertaken 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products EKpertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 



Window Specialists 


Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ I 5 SMALL REPAIRS £ 15 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 591 826 


To 

advertise 

your 

business- 

Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577- 





YTLaMna, 

Friends^ 




VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, 
seeks similar fun loving male for 
an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks 

unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416601 $ 

TARA, confident lady, long legs, 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 
any age for daytime, no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0905 002 1913 Box 
No:414701 

EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416521 $ 

CHRISTINE 48, shy sensitive 
brunette looking for lively older 
male to make her smile again 
and bring back some passion, s 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416519 $ 

BEAUTIFUL full figured, down to 
earth black woman, 37, looking 
for some serious fun with an 
experienced, confident, older 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No: 416499| 

SINCERE lady, seeks similar 
gent, widower preferred, 60-67, 
5ft 6ins, so slightly taller than me, 
N/S, car owner and likes a dog. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416471 

KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416337$ 

JUNE 50, beautiful, funny, warm, 
young looking blonde WLTM 
attractive down to earth male for 
no strings fun, laughter and love. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416299$ 

SHELLY 36, tiny shy brunette 
seeks down to earth, sensitive, 
older male to snuggle up, share 
a bottle of wine with and pamper. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416235$ 

KATHERINE 33, pretty blonde 
would love to get intimate with 
outgoing, fit guy who is also 
looking for fun relationship with 
no strings. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 416197 $ 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416287 $ 

PAT 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
attractive, blonde hair, widow, 
seeking N/S, sincere gent for 
friendship and days out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 416057 


PAULA 40, sensual, young at 
heart brunette looking for some 
fun and romance with a tall 
outgoing male. Call if you feel the 
same. ACA Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416681 $ 
DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. ACA. 
Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box No: 
409901 

GWEN middle aged, 65^75, 5ft 

2ins, likes theatre, country 
music, holidays, seeks N/S male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
415785 

ASIA very attractive slim single 
black 32yr female looking for fun 
times with god time guy with 
GSOH and a real passion for life 
and falling in love. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 415837 $ 
SARAH 31yrs looking for casual 
1-2-1 no strings fun with 
broadminded bored male. Status 
unimportant, discretion and 
mutual respect essential. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

415821 $ 

LINDA uncomplicated female 
who loves the simple things in 
life, looking for N/S male with 
GSOH for nights in/out, no 
games, users or time wasters 
please, s Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 415535| 

PATRICIA widow 67, likes 
simple pleasures in life, seeks 
gent, N/S for 

friendship/companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 415685 
KAREN 50, widow, blonde hair, 
GSOH, 5ft 5ins, slim, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 415767| 

DIANE 37, sensual, tactile and 
loving seeks tall male for 
interesting conversations and 
cosy intimate nights together. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416085$ 

BRIDGET 48, voluptuous, 
seductive and very saucy, seeks 
male for lots of TLC and to make 
very happy in return. Tel No: 

0906 500 3724 Box No: 

416083$ 

ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, 
professional gent, GSOH, likes 
sports, socialising, good 
company, seeking female with 
GSOH for laughs, conversation 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 415969 




YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 


0844 887 2292 



and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3724 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


For a quick service from your 
mobile call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY22 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY22123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.shropshirestar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3726 


calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


ALICE 36, tall and slim with long 
brown hair, outgoing and sporty 
seeks funny, intelligent guy to 
share active days and cosy 
nights. Age/looks not important. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416087$ 

PRETTY “slim female, 48, N/S, 

no ties, seeks tall, slim level 
headed male for initial friendship 
and evenings out. Tel No: 0905 
212 8801 Box No: 416727 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
SUSAN 44, stunning curvy 
blonde, fit and active seeks 
happy go lucky male for good 
conversation, fun times, maybe 
more. ACA. Crossover Tel No: 
0905 212 7840 Box No: 
416801 $ 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
STELLA 50, gorgeous, 
voluptuous and all woman seeks 
sensual older male, who knows 
just what he wants for lots of 
naughty fun and TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

416707$ 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1953 Box No: 410291 


GEORGE 60 seeks 
Asian/Oriental female for no 
strings fun and weekends away. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
413707$ 

MARK 6ft, slim, blue eyes, dark 
hair, seeking that special lady. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
415697$ 

MALE 57, seeking female, any 
age/looks for no strings fun. Tel 

No: 0905 212 8801 Box No: 
416779 $ 

WIDOWER 70's, lonely^ 

educated, well travelled, reliable, 
tactile, seeks fun, N/S lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0905 212 8801 Box No: 
416481 $ 

KEV 49, dark hair, blue eyes, 
average build, seeks female, any 
age for fun times, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 212 9729 Box No: 
384372 

52YR old male, dark hair, blue 
eyes, average build, seeks 
female, 40-55 for fun and 
romance, maybe more. Tel No: 
0905 212 9729 Box No: 391199 
VICTOR, retired, 5ft 8ins, 
professional, seeks N/S lady for 
fun, friendship and happy times. 
Tel No: 0905 212 8801 Box No: 
309157 

MALE 47, medium build, seeks 
female, 40-50 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 415651 $ 

NICK 52, 6ft, slim, genuine, 
seeking slim female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 415881 $ 


54YR old male, dark hair, blue 
eyes, average build, likes nights 
in/out, seeking similar female, 
any age. Tel No: 0905 212 9729 
Box No: 416747 $ 

34YR old slim, dark haired, 
creative, adventurous, likes 
music, cycling and photography, 
seeks likeminded female to 
share fun and happiness with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
352753 

PAUL 56, works part time, 
seeking nice lady, 55-65 with 
GSOH, honest, genuine and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416017 $ 

MALE 69, laidback, easy going, 
GSOH, likes golf, nights in, 
seeking lady, 65-72 for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416029 $ 

GENT 53, 5ft 11 ins, brown eyes, 
distinguished, seeking attractive 
lady, 30-45 for discreet fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
415809$ 

SEAN 47, 5ft 8ins, average 
looks, seeking genuine, honest, 
caring female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 413945$ 


45YR old male, 5ft lOins, 
muscular, outgoing, 

adventurous, genuine, seeking 
lasting loving relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
415873$ 

JAS 40, looking for attractive 
young female for good times and 
socialising. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 415805$ 

FIT 68yr old male, feels 40, looks 
30, genuine, seeks N/S female 
66-72 with GSOH to share fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 415787 
MALE young 62, medium build, 
likes sports, golf, holidays, food, 
beer, seeks lady for nights out. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
416643$ 

GLYNN 49, young looking, seeks 
black female, 21-30 for loving 
relationship and fun. Tel No: 

0906 500 3724 Box No: 

416603$ 

STEVEN 64, WLTM princess to 

see if the frog kiss really works, 
caring, considerate, N/S 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 416417 


visit us at: http://dating.shropshirestar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will 
be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1-4 messages for each message you send, 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be 
exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If 
arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page 
come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By tex¬ 
ting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service pro¬ 
vided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events 
operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 30/03/15 















































































































































Tividale in 
return to 
form to take 
the points 

Tividale 2 Stocksbridge 1 

TIVIDALE returned to form to 
grab the Evo-Stik First Division 
South spoils with a determined 
display against Stocksbridge Park 
Steels. 

The hosts were on the front 
foot from the off and created the 
first chance after 13 minutes 
when striker Karl Edwards burst 
through on goal but could only 
shoot wide under pressure. 

Tividale were on top early on 
took the lead on 22 minutes when 
a cross into the Stocksbridge pen¬ 
alty area from Nigel Penney was 
met by Leigh Downing, with his 
shot taking a deflection off Stocks¬ 
bridge defender Rory Coleman 
and wrong-footing keeper Peter 
Denton. 

It was almost 2-0 on 38 minutes 
when an Edwards header from a 
Zach Foster corner was cleared off 
the line by Coleman. 

Stocksbridge levelled nine min¬ 
utes into the second period. 

The goal came from an innoc¬ 
uous free-kick 20 yards out from 
Coleman. 

The ball looked to be covered by 
Tividale keeper Charlie Price but 
somehow evaded him and it ended 
up in the back of his net. 

It was Tividalde who bagged the 
winner. Substitute Ryan Winwood 
took on his man down the right 
wing, played the ball into fellow 
sub Jordan Archer, who swept the 
ball out to Downing on the left¬ 
side of the penalty area and he 
fired past Denton. 

Tividale then managed the rest 
of the game with just the one seri¬ 
ous threat to their goal. That was 
when a Harrison Biggins free-kick 
came back off Price’s right upright 
and away to safety. 


Sherwood said 
to be targeting 
young talent 

VILLA manager Tim Sherwood has 
reportedly targeted summer moves 
for a number of young English play¬ 
ers excelling in the Championship. 

Leeds United duo Sam Byram and 
Lewis Cook and Ipswich Town pair 
Tyrone Mings and Ted Bishop are 
four of the players to have caught 
Sherwood’s eye, according to re¬ 
ports. 

All four have played key roles for 
their clubs this season and are all no 
older than 22. 

Byram has been a Leeds regular 
since 2012 and made more than 100 
appearances for the Yorkshire side, 
while Cook, Mings and Bishop have 
enjoyed breakout campaigns this 
term. 

Meanwhile, American billionaire 
Randy Lerner is poised to complete 
the sale of Aston Villa to a UK-based 
group for £150million, it’s claimed. 


Nicholls - Albion's joker in the pack 



Nicholls, front row, second from right shortly 
before the 1954 FA Cup final 


TWENTY years ago, Albion fans 
lost one of their favourite sons. 
Johnny Nicholls’ career might 
never have reached the heights it 
threatened to. 

But the man whose skill for 
sniffing out goals was a major fea¬ 
ture of the Baggies’ 1950s ‘Team 
of the Century’ will always be re¬ 
vered by those who watched him 
as a cheeky, precociously-talented 
youngster. As a player, Nicholls, 
who died aged 64, was a fox in the 
box with the priceless knack of 


sensing a chance. And in the dress¬ 
ing room, the inside forward was 
the joker in the pack. 

Nicholls’ finest hour for Albion 
came at Wembley in 1954 when he 
and Vic Buckingham’s stylish side 
lifted the FA Cup after victory over 
Tom Finney’s Preston. And the im¬ 
pact of the forward and his team¬ 
mates were not lost on a young 
defender who would make his own 
mark on Baggies folklore 14 years 
later. “It’s funny you should ask 
me this week of all weeks,” says 


Graham Williams, captain of Al¬ 
bion’s 1968 FA Cup-winning side. 
“Next week we’re having a day to 
remember Jeff Astle, and Johnny 
was just as funny as Jeff was. 

“I was only a youth player when 
Johnny was about but being at the 
club at that time was marvellous. 
With him, Ronnie Allen, Ray Bar- 
low and their like around, it was 
like being at a university of foot¬ 
ball. Johnny and Ronnie were both 
really funny and were always play¬ 
ing practical jokes on each other.” 




YOUNGSTERS from Halesowen’s Ul¬ 
timate Martial Arts Academy came 
away with medals after taking part in 
the Brazilian jiu jitsu national cham¬ 
pionships in Birmingham. 

Lyla Tether, Logan and Jaden Muckley 
and Mark Harris train at the Halesowen 
gym and each took part in the national 
competition. The fighters came away with 
three golds and a silver medal between 
them. Coach Sean Smith, himself a two- 
time British jiu jitsu champion, said that 
the fights were electrifying. 

This was the first competition for Lyla Tether, 
aged eight, from Quarry Bank, who fought in the 
under-30kg category. She won a gold medal after 
finishing off both her opponents by submission. 

Smith said Lyla had been absolutely fantastic, 
adding: “She did everything according to plan. 
She listened and she went in there to win.” 

Proud 

Brothers Logan and Jaden Muckley, aged 
eight and ten, from Stourbridge, came away 
from the competition with a gold and silver. 

Logan had automatically qualified for a gold 
medal because he had no opponents in his age 
and weight category, but decided that he wanted 
to earn his award. 

He was moved to a higher age group, where 
he competed with people up to two years older 
and more than eight KGs heavier, but still came 
away with a silver. 

“Logan is very proud of himself,” Smith said. 

“He was supposed to be fighting as an un- 
der-30kg fighter and decided he wanted to be 
moved up to 38kg, plus he was giving away a 
year in age. He won his first fight, lost his second 
fight, but he smashed it.” 

Older brother Jaden won three fights, all by 
submission, and won a gold medal. 

Netherton’s Mark Harris, 13, tackled three 
opponents to earn a gold medal. 

Smith added: “It was his first competition. 
He submitted each of his opponents and was up 
on points for each.” The whole competition was 
electrifying. They were doing everything they 
were training to do in the past. I was screaming 
across the mats, and they were totally focused 
on me.”” 


Blast as the Bears bag Brendon 



Brendon McCullum batting against South Africa during their Cricket World Cup semi-final 


NEW ZEALAND captain and 
opening batsman Brendon McCul¬ 
lum is looking forward to playing 
at a “rocking” Edgbaston after 
signing for the last seven games of 
the Birmingham Bears’ 2015 Nat- 
West T20 Blast. 

McCullum, 33, is recognised 
as one of the world’s most explo¬ 
sive Twenty20 players and led 
the Black Caps to the final of ICC 
Cricket World Cup. 


He will join up with the Bears 
following New Zealand’s tour 
of England, with his first game 
scheduled to be against Lanca¬ 
shire Lightning at Emirates Old 
Trafford on Friday, June 26. 

McCullum said: “The Birming¬ 
ham Bears had a great season last 
year, including winning the Nat- 
West T20 Blast, and hopefully I 
can make a big contribution and 
ensure that we can progress in the 


tournament. Edgbaston is a fan¬ 
tastic ground to play at and hope¬ 
fully it will be rocking for the big 
Friday night matches. I’m really 
excited about becoming a Bear and 
the challenge ahead.” 

Supporters will have the chance 
to see McCullum in action in 
three home matches, Derbyshire 
Falcons on July 3, Lancashire 
Lightning, July 17 and Northamp¬ 
tonshire Steelbacks, July 22. 


Gabriel is 
given green 
light to 
rejoin club 

TARRYCK Gabriel has been given 
the green light to rejoin Halesow¬ 
en Cricket Club. 

The club’s overseas player is 
currently making plans to make 
the trip from St Lucia to spend the 
summer at Seth Somers Park after 
a successful visa application. 

And he said: “I am really looking 
forward to being back with Hale¬ 
sowen for a second season. 

“I know the boys very well and 
I like the look of the new signings 
the club has made. 

“It’s fair to say I didn’t have the 
most successful season last year, 
but I’m sure the benefit of a year’s 
experience of playing in England 
will help. This is a big year for me 
and the club.” 

Meanwhile the club have been 
handed a double boost off the field 
with more grants coming their 
way. 

The England and Wales Cricket 
Trust had already agreed to un¬ 
derwrite a substantial part of re¬ 
placing the roll on cover tops and 
purchase of matting. 

And repairs to the clubhouse 
roof can now be completed follow¬ 
ing the news that the Ibstock Cory 
Environmental trust had agreed to 
fund the project. 

Tickets are selling fast for the 
special appearance from charis¬ 
matic former World Darts semi-fi¬ 
nalist Wayne Mardle at the club on 
Wednesday April 29. 

Stourbridge based micro-brew¬ 
ery, Green Duck Beer Co have 
stepped up to the oche to sponsor 
the evening which will feature ex¬ 
hibition darts and a Q&A with the 
Sky Sports man. 

Tickets are £10 and available 
from the club or online at sport- 
stalkevents.co.uk. 
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Villa get to 
sport home 
strip in semi 

VILLA have received what could be 
a potential good omen after it was 
revealed they will wear their home 
kit for next month’s FA Cup semi-fi¬ 
nal. 

They have worn the claret and 
blue strip in every round of the com¬ 
petition so far and will now do so 
again at Wembley on April 19, after 
winning a coin toss which will also 
see them use the ‘home’ dressing 
room. 

Yet the identity of their oppo¬ 
nents will not be known until Tues¬ 
day, April 7 when Blackburn and 
Liverpool contest their sixth-round 
replay. 

Villa have beaten Blackpool, 
Bournemouth, Leicester and Al¬ 
bion to reach the last four and while 
there is turbulence in other areas 
of the club’s life the teams focus on 
reaching the final seems unshaken. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 



Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 
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To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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Old Hales 
in win over 
battlers DK 

DK 5 Old Halesonians 48 

ON paper it should have been a walko¬ 
ver for Hales, but DK had other ideas. 

Early exchanges saw Hales flanker 
Loz Breese make one of his many breaks 
during the game to score a try on four 
minutes. 

The home side showed character and 
grit throughout the game and broke 
up many of Hales attacking moves. DK 
continued to spoil and it was 16 minutes 
before centre Andy Robinson found a 
gap and sprinted 40 metres to score, Ga¬ 
reth Bown missed the conversion. Hales 
could not put any long passages of play 
together, the scrum was solid but the 
line out was not dominant. 

Andy Robinson who stretched his 
legs for a try on 30 minutes converted 
by Bown. Just before half timecaptain 
Tom Jordan received a ball and drove 
for the line for a bonus point try, again 
conversion missed. On 47mins, Breeze 
again went on one of his runs, this time 
breaching the defence for a try, con¬ 
verted by Bown. 

DK were winning some excellent line 
out ball from Hales infringements. They 
continually tested the visitors defence, 
on 61mins they were rewarded by a try. 

Hales needed to steady the ship, DK 
lost both props to yellow cards and 
Hales’ Matt Williams, replacement for 
Andy Robinson, also saw yellow for a 
high tackle. 

On 70 minutes Hales were rewarded 
with a try from hooker Pete Fitzgerald , 
this opened the game up for Hales as the 
gallant home side tired. 

Another break by the forwards, Evans 
took the ball on, fed the backs, Carl Rob¬ 
inson found the gap for a great try con¬ 
verted by Bown. 

Towards the end of the gameLuke 
Smith cut inside and out sprinted for a 
final try and Bown converted. 

Thomas claims a 
titles hat-trick 
at championship 

KRISTIAN THOMAS claimed a hat- 
trick of titles at the British Gymnastics 
Championships in Liverpool. 

The Wolverhampton gymnast had to 
share the floor crown with Daniel Purvis 
after both scored exactly the same execu¬ 
tion and difficulty. 

Thomas, based at Earls Gym in Hale¬ 
sowen, continued his strong competition 
by taking the vault title with 15.050. 

And on the horizontal bar Thomas 
claimed his third success with a 15.300. 
The 26-year-old also picked up a bronze 
on the rings. 

Champion Amy Tinkler took the wom¬ 
en’s floor gold, with Commonwealth 
Games star Claudia Fragapane vaulting 
to glory. Ashley Watson was the king of 
the parallel and high bar masters gold, 
with Courtney Tulloch winning on rings. 

Junior all-around champion Catherine 
Lyons continued her dominance with 
outstanding displays on beam, floor and 
vault for gold, with Georgia-Mae Fenton 
winning on bars. Alexander Buesnel and 
David Rae led the way in the disability 
men’s finals. 


Heathens looking for perfect start 


CRADLEY are desperate to get their National 
League title defence off to the perfect start when 
Coventry visit Perry Barr next Wednesday. 

The Heathens had mixed feelings after their 
defeat at the hands of Birmingham in a thriller 
last Wednesday in the second leg of the Travel 
Plus Tours Challenge, but they had already done 
enough to win the trophy. 

Now skipper Max Clegg wants to see his side 
secure all three points in another derby clash. 

He said: “Birmingham are our toughest test 
and we just missed out in a last heat decider 
against them, but we were the better team over 
two legs. Hopefully we can bounce back and 


Speedway 


get a win under our belt against Coventry next 
Wednesday which would be the perfect way for us 
to start the league programme. 

“Coventry haven’t had as much racing as we 
have, it’s been good to get a couple of competitive 
meetings under our belt against Birmingham so 
hopefully we can be sharper.” 

Clegg is also full of praise for the bumper crowd 
which packed Perry Barr with plenty of Heathens 
fans making the short trip from the Cradley, Dud¬ 
ley, Stourbridge and Quarry Bank areas. He said: 


“It was great, coming from Yorkshire I don’t 
know the area that well but I’ve got an idea that 
Cradley and the old stadium is about 12 miles 
from Birmingham so it’s brilliant support. 

“I hope they carry on for the season ahead be¬ 
cause the management need convincing that it 
can work for everyone at Birmingham. I’m proud 
to be an asset of this great club and I want to be a 
part of the future here. 

“Obviously I want to be a part of taking the 
club to a track closer to the Cradley area, but Bir¬ 
mingham is where we are at right now so let’s 
enjoy it and have a great season.” 


YELTZ NOW 11 
WITHOUT WIN 



Boxer Ryan Aston on the offensive during the bout at the weekend 


Belper 2 Yeltz 1 

HALESOWEN have now gone 
11 games without a win after a 
2-1 defeat at Belper. 

The Derbyshire side started the game 
on the bottom of the Evo-Stik North¬ 
ern Premier with relegation already 
confirmed, but picked up their first win 
since November. 

The Yeltz dominated periods of the game but 
couldn’t convert chances into goals, Tom Tonks 
going close first after good work from Iyseden 
Christie and Ben Haseley. 

The wind was making conditions difficult all 
evening, but Christie had a goal disallowed on 40 
minutes when he beat the defence but was ruled 
offside by the linesman. 

A minute later a mistake by the Halesowen de¬ 
fence let in Nabil Shariff who scored his fifth goal 
of the season to give the home side the advantage 
at the break. 

On 66 minutes there was more slack defending 
by the visitors and Ben Turner slid in to make 
it 2-0. 

Halesowen desperately tried to get back into 
the game and on 70 minutes Kristian Green saw 
a shot fly over the bar for John Hill’s side. 

Two minutes later, Ben Haseley should have 
scored from close range after a goalmouth scram- 
ble.Green got a consolation goal back two min¬ 
utes into injury time for Yeltz but it proved too 
little, too late as Halesowen’s winless run was 
extended. 

Halesowen Town 1 Trafford 1 

Ben Haseley rescued a point for Halesowen 
after a host of chances went begging for them 
to take the match against second-from-bottom 
Trafford. 

Despite staring relegation in the face, a deter¬ 
mined Trafford went close after six minutes but 
home goalkeeper Matt Sargeant had different 
ideas and saved in a one-on-one with Liam Blake. 

Adam Jones landed a sucker punch to take the 
visitors into the lead from Andrew Smart’s free- 
kick in the second minute of first half injury time. 

The North’s resistance was broken when 
Haseley side-stepped his marker to beat Read 
low down with a 70th minute equaliser from the 
edge of the penalty area. The Yeltz almost found 
a late winner but Read saved again. 


IT’S onwards and upwards for Ryan Aston and 
Ricky Summers after they added to their win 
ratios at the Venue in Dudley. 

Dudley’s Aston scored a great second-round 
stoppage over Martins Kukulis, as he went up 
the gears to bash away at the body. 

Tipton’s Summers went the distance with 
Josef Obeslo, but managed to hurt the Czech 
toughman in both the first and fourth round. 

The two have now been told to prepare for 
action at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Satur¬ 
day, June 6, where Aston will be looking to box 
for a title at light middleweight. 

Summers will undertake a six-rounder 
against an opponent who, as the show is due to 


be aired on BoxNation, could be a formidable 
light heavyweight from Frank Warren’s camp. 

It’s 10 without defeat now for Aston, who 
took less time to dispose of the Latvian than 
it took former sparring partner George Groves 
and fearsome world champion Gennady 
Golovkin. 

Emerging to the strains of Blue Moon, he 
brought the sun down on Kukulis with 20 sec¬ 
onds of the second left. 

All Kukulis could do was cover up and avoid 
getting knocked out, as Aston bashed away. 

Throwing nothing back, Kukulis was pulled 
out when referee Robert Chalmers stepped in 
to confirm enough was enough. 


Three out 
of four finals 
forWhiley 

HALESOWEN’S Jordanne Whiley 
made it three finals out of four events 
in the USA as she finished runner-up in 
both the women’s singles and doubles 
at the Cajun Classic Wheelchair Tennis 
Tournament in Baton Rouge over the 
weekend. 

After partnering fellow Brit Lucy 
Shuker to the women’s doubles title 
at the Pensacola Open two weeks ago, 
Whiley had Shuker on the opposite side 
of the net in both singles and doubles in 
Baton Rouge. 

Whiley reached the singles semi-finals 
for the loss of just four games to ensure 
that one Brit on the Tennis Founda¬ 
tion’s Wheelchair Tennis Performance 
Programme would be in the final and the 
British No. 1 and world No. 5 went on to 
edge ahead of world No. 10 Shuker 8-7 in 
their international career head-to-head 
after winning their singles semi-final 
6-4, 4-6, 6-1. 

A fine effort to land the title ended 
in a 6-3, 5-7, 6-4 loss to German world 
No. 4 and top seed Sabine Ellerbrock 
in Sunday’s final and later in the day 
Ellerbrock and Shuker were both on the 
other side of the net in the women’s dou¬ 
bles final. 

Whiley partnered Marj olein Buis of 
the Netherlands to the final in their first 
tournament together since 2010, but a 
second doubles title in as many weeks 
proved elusive for the five-time Grand 
champion as Ellerbrock and Shuker took 
the decider 6-3, 7-6(5). 

“It was a really close fight against Sa¬ 
bine in the singles final and I know what 
I did wrong, but Sabine did really well,” 
said Whiley. “I’m proud of my spirit and 
I know what I have to work on in train¬ 
ing. I also had a little shoulder niggle in 
the finals which prevented me from serv¬ 
ing as I’d have liked to, so I think I did 
well considering that.” 

Tickets for QPR 
clash now on sale 

TICKETS for Albion’s Premier League 
game with QPR on Saturday are now on 
general sale. 

Seats are priced at £25 for adults, £20 
for over-65s, £15 for under-21s and stu¬ 
dents and £10 for under-17s. 

Tickets are available to purchase 
online, in person from the East Stand 
Ticket Office or by calling 0121 227 
2227. 

Albion will welcome back Chris Brunt 
and Claudio Yacob from suspension. 

They also hope to have strikers Saido 
Berahino and Brown Ideye fit as the 
Baggies look to extend a run of six wins 
in their last seven home games. 


★★★ The Chronicle, a Midland News 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled con¬ 
tent of newspapers 
in 2013 was 83.5% 


Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, April 2, 2015 
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Mobile Phone Damaged?; 


Talk n Talk Nobiles & Repair Centre 


All phone screens & laptops repaired on site 
iPhone 4,5,6 and iPad repairs carried out by 
a fully qualified iTechnician 
Fast, efficient and reliable same-day service 

81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414759 





































